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Subject: FILE 62-104401 SERIALS 852-952 
FOlPANo. 1069809-000 


Dear Requester: 


The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 





Section 552 


a<b)(i) 

8(b)(2) 

□(b)(3). 


□(b)(7)(A) 

□(b)(7)(B) 

8(b)(7)(C) 

8(b)(7)(D) 

Section 552a 

□(d)(5) 

□(j)(2) 

□(k)(1) 

°(k)(2) 
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□(b)(7)(E) 

□(k)(3) 


□(b)(7)(F) 

□(k)(4) 


□(b)(8) 

□00(5) 


□(b)(9) 

□(•0(6) 



□00(7) 
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□(b)(4) 

□(b)(5) 

8(b)(6) 

301 page(s) were reviewed ahd 300 page(s) are being released. 

□ Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been. 

□ referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

□ referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 


b You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 
New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 
date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information 
Appeal" or "Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 

□ The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 








If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

a See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M, Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


Pursuant to Title 28, Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 16.11 and 16.49, there is a fee often cents 
per page for duplication. No fees are assessed for the first 100 pages. Your check or money order, payable to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation in the amount of $20.00, is due upon receipt of this communication. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memoramum 


TO 


FROM 


: DIRECTOR, FBI 

j^fisAC, L0$ ANGELES (9^-771) 


date: 3/23/61 


subject: 


1 


RESEARCH T CORIES PONDEtWS 
AND TOURSJ 


o 


Rob r rf ft 1 

Re Bureau airtel 3/16/61 captioned as above. 

I was contac ted at his 


residence on 3/21/bl by SA £ 


f 


_ ~1 was advised 

as Instructed in referenced Bureau airtel. No discussion 
was had concerning ROBERT WELCH or the John Birch Society. 


1 1 expressed his deep appreciation for such 

a prompt reply to hlB letter and was extremely appreciative 
that an Agent called on him. 


#2 


.4 


RUC. 


Cf> 


Bureau 
Los Angeles 


JANitzg 

(3) 


Mar 31196 


J t/km -2» 196hf^ 


ML INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE A-V'lv HY ^(\CU^\\5l 
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\lp 

3-ve'-fii 




airtel 


Tolaon _ 

Pataona .. 

Mohr_ 

Jelmoni - 
Callahan . 

Conrad_ 

DaLoach. 
Evan® — 
Melon® — 
Hoien __ 
Tav®l_ 


Trotter - 

I W.C. Sullivan 
l Tele. Room _ 

llngram -- 

Vjandy 


To: CAC, Los Ai^^es 
From: Director, FET^ [/ 


Hr^ctc 




/ > 


f-A 



RKEAfcctl (6<5SKEsT6NfcEMtE AWD f 


•HU. I 



_ Inclosed are two copies of an Incoming dated 3-5-61 

from captioned Individual. Bufiles contain no references to him. 




You are instructed to have one of your Agents contact 
land advise him that while we do not ordinarily comment 


oirthe integrity of any Individual, publication or organisation, our 
files contain no information which would impugn the reputation, 
character, Integrity or loyalty to the United States of former President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower or hi6 brother, Milton. Under no circumstances 
should any comment be made concerning either Robert Welch, his book 
entitled "The Politician" or the John Birch Society. : 

• 

Submit results of this Interview, under above caption, 
to reach Bureau no later tha«d-24-61. 


Enclosures (2) 


vC 


Foilow.-upr.made.for 3-24-61 itl I 


W 


MAILED 27- 

WAR 2 6 1961 


COMM-FBI 


-RVA:jab/ / v 

61 MAR 3M96J 






MAIL ROOM 


MUifa */ 
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/ S/'j'j ''* V r VV«bJ5aOh\ ^ -/ \ '■■'I 
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> Marsh 6, 1961 


Federal- Bureau ef Investigation 
Waahingtan, D. C. 

Dear Sirss 

la there any evidenee that either Dwight D. 
Biaenhewer ar Miltan Eisenhower ia ar aver has Bean 
a member ef, ar asaaaiatod with, the Communist Party, 
aa aharged In ReBert Welsh’a Beak, "The Pelitielan"? 


Rohi^t A-Wei-Mv. 


P . I - 


Siaserely yeura. 



. - -'74 ~ 
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, March *3, 1961 



b6 

b7C 


I have received your letter of March 16 and appreciate 
the interest which prompted your communication. 


< Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 

investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this ::D z 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files ; z 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. ~ 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 


^ c "'! 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover. 


\ ) 


19*81 


C< I*.*** I* *. 





i Enclosures (4) 

r Communist Target--Youth 
>hExpose of Soviet 

I ubne Nation's Res tommunism 

■ f Series from Chri foday. 


/NOTE: Bufiles 
r^Birch Society is 




record identifiable witli£ 


t« •[$& b6 

K S A -b7C 

' *> 4 - 

uThe John 


an anticommunist organization; ^Robert 


Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society might take en*the appearance of 
a front in order to attract true subversives. (see next pagfe) 

. 0<3 (V^ teletype unit □ AFH:pak-(3) 1 /- *». 




IS.W»U ja«i! 




I 


Letter to[ 


3-23-61 
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NOTE continued: 

Welch has bitterly criticized the Administration of former President 
Eisenhower in the past. 


- 2 - 




TRUE COPY 


V 

v 

March 16, 1961 


Mr. J. Edjgar Hoover 

Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

O I am seeking some imformation concerning The 

John Birch Societ y: I would like to know something about this 
organization - not only from the F. B. I. imformation collected - 
but also your personal opinion. I would also like to know something 
of its founder - Mr. Robert Welch. Some remarks that I have 
heard is that he is very dictatorial. Please send me all available 
imformation you possible can. 

I am not a member - I have heard so much ksfermatien 
comment - I am curious 

you are one American who 
holds the respect of all 

true citizens Respectfully yours 
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I ■• , *fc‘g£L«-g l 

UNITED STATES CC^*jmf 3rf T 

ir ■ MemorahuairF 


TO ; Mr. DeLoac 


h&AjS^ 


date: 3-16- 



from : 

o 

subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY (JBS) 


ATTEMPT TO DISTRIBUTE BUREAU LITERATURE 
WITHOUT APPROVAL 



am- - 

b6 ^ 
b7C' 


Reference is made to your memorandum to Mr. Mohr of 3-14-61 
(attached), which advised that a printer in Santa Barbara, California, had advised 
our Los Angeles Office that he had received an order from JBS to print 10,000 
copies of the poster, "What You Can Do To Fight Communism." JBS also requested 
the printer to print an addition on the poster to the effect that it was being 
distributed by the JBS. 

AS AC William Alexander of Los Angeles was advised on 3-14-61 
that we should have nothing to do with JBS since obviously they were attempting 
to capitalize on the Director's prestige. He was told that the printer should be 
informed that the FBI had not given approval for JBS to reproduce the poster 
nor could we approve of the addition to the poster reflecting its distribution by 
JBS. 


It was recommended and approved by the Director that an SAC Letter 
be prepared instructing the Field that (1) No Bureau publications are to be made^ 
available to JBS, (2) Alert the Field to the possibility that JBS may attempt 
reproduce and distribute Bureau publications, and (3) That any requests by JBS_y 
for permission to reproduce Bureau publications should be turned down. 

all iotc? f'T" “p* . 

recomme n dat io n: 

That the attached SAC Letter regarding the John Birch Society be 

approved. 


1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure j Q 
1 - Mr. Belmont - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Malone - Enclosure 

* 

5° MAR 3 11961 1 


m 

O 

H Mr <2 /_ 

t , I 

u \m 2 7 19 ^ 







March 27, 1961 




REC-85 
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. I have received your letter of March 17, 1961, 

^ and your generous remarks about my administration of the 

FBI, and my book, "Masters of Deceit," are indeed appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as & 

such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the y. 

character or integrity of any organization, publication or £ 

individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not Infer in this connection either that we do or that 

we do not have data In our files relating to the subject of youx^y- 

inquiry. y 4 


f- w \/ r cr. •? 


Sincerely yours 

J. Edgar Hoover 


✓ 


Tolson __ 

Parson* _ 

Mohr y 

Belmont ._J 

Catlohan_ 

Conrad -_ 

DeLoach _ 

Evans 

Malone_ 

Rosen _ 

Tavel_ 

Trotter_ 

W.C. Sullivan 
Telo. Room _ 

Ingram _ 

Gandy -- 


~bci4.l 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent. 

The John Birch Society was founded In 12/58 In Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; 

• chapters throughout the country; and has qot been Investigated by;tM Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely criticaj.'bf former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) * f >• 


JMMrlcl* (3) ... 

• V sp ; Wt _/ 1 r \ 

ootczi TELETVPE UNIT CZl ^ ^ K ' * ^ 

/ 66 APR 3 1951 b\.; 


AIL ROOM \ _ I 


TELETYPE UNIT I 
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Mr. 'ioisoii—: 
Mr. Parsons. 

Mr. Mohr- 

Mr. Belmont.. 
Mr. Cal.ahan 
Mr. Conrad. 


J . Edgar HooveW 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover, 


Mr. - . ana _ 
Mr. ’slmie. 
Mr. H son _ 
Mr. Tavol „ 
Mr. Tivuer. 
Mr, \Vr\Sul 
,Tele. Room- 
Mr. Ing jn 
Miss Gandy 


Last week, after considerable thought and reading, my 
husband and I became members of The John Birch Society , Ou 
decision did not rest on the Society's literature alone, bi 
on that plus reading material from other sources which sub. 
stantlated most of Mr. Welch's information. 


lrch Soclet 


The John^Hlrch Society , which we feel wa3 and still is 
being badly 'maligned, seems to offer one of the most constructive 
means for both individual and group effort. Our understanding is 
[that they have a clean bill of health but rather than accept this 
lirresponsib^ly we contacted our local FBI. They were not at 11b- 
lerty to confirm this or give any information. 

Our association with the Society has been relatively short 
but at no time have we been subjected to pressure or persuasion, 
nor haour support ever been solicited. This is also true of 
friends who are presently associated with other chapters. We S 
feel It's a great credit to The John Birch Society that they pro¬ 
mote a healthy Interest on the part of the individual to properly 
and Intelligently participate in government according to the dic¬ 
tates of the individual's own conscience. For the first time in 
my life I've written our representatives in government regarding 
bills now pending. And, for the first time In my life I truly 
understand that freedom is not Just a right but also a responsi¬ 
bility. 

Today, reading your very fine book Masters Of Deceit . I'm 
prompted to write and ask for your opinion and advice. We're 
aware of the grave responsibility in associating ourselves with 
this effort and are anxious that the devotion to God, Country, ^nd 
our Fellowman be properly directed and, cpnd^c.tespl^/y) 

w , .■» .or, . fiEC- 85 (o£ 

We are deeply. ^appreciative of your m. 
taining our Country's security and safety 


■k in main- 
\ 19B1 


Sincerely yours 





OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
S010-104 


UNI2 

% 


ATES GC 


NMENT 


_ ^ 

Memorandum 


4 


TO 




subject: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, BUTTE (02-1672) 

JOHN^IRCH SOCIETY 

INFO. CONCERNING (INTERNAL 

SECURITY) 


date: 3/24/61 




The "Montana Standard," a Butte, Montana 
newspaper« issue of-1/31/61. reported that L 


■daii 


5 


Re SAC Letter 60-5(C) captioned "ROBERT H. 

WELCH, Jr., =- INFORMATION CONCERNING (INTERNAL SECURITY)," 
and Butte letter to Bureau, 9/9/60, with same caption as 
this letter. 


| 1 an area co-ordinat'orSof the 

JOHN uikCu Society, would speak in Butte that day, 'Sub¬ 
sequent information yras received indicating efforts of 
various responsible persons in Butte to form a JOHN BIRCH 
Society. 

Film^ have been shown and lectures given in 
Dillon, Montana, concerning the Society and efforts made 
to organize a Chapter in that small community. 

Through correspondence with the Bureau by an 
interested individual it was ascertained that a Chapter 
has been formed in Sidney, Montana. 

During 3/61, information was received that ♦ 
e iVt e r Chapter has been formed in Stevensville, Montana. 

Recent contacts with this Office by interested 
ci^z££§ v ^ncp0.ring about the Society indicate a growing 
■iidsX- 1 w - K i nmont - by people with the material published by 
the Society. Further, the recent article in "Time 
Magazine," concerning the Society, as well as a series of 
articles being published by the "People's Voice," a weekly 
newspaper published in Helena, Montana, concerning the 
Society, have done much to bring about this feeling on the 
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APR 












BT #62-1672 


There has been no indication from Confidentia 
Informants or other sources of. efforts by subversive 
elements to take over or to use this Society or its 
Chapters. • . 

This is for the Bureau's information. 






. r c 


+ 


Date ...3/28/61.. 


Routing Slip 

PtM ('Rev. 12-4-57) 

To 

El Director (AM) BT FILE ^ ..6.2.T.16.7.2. 

Att.. 

I I SAT . Title .J.QHN. BIRCH. 

CZDasac . 

□supv. . 

I_J Agent. 

□ SE . 

□Dec. 

L . _] Steno . 

I ..-JClerk . 


INFO-....CONCERNING. 

(XN71BRN.AL...5B.C.URIIY. V. 


ACTION OESIREO 




Acknowledge 

Assign ........ Reassign .. 

Bring file 
Call me 
Correct 

Deadline. 

Deadline passed 

Delinquent 

Discontinue 

Expedite 

File 

Initial & return 
Leads need attention 
[Open Case 

Return with explanation 


E 


■par 


lead 


□ Prepare tickler 

□ Recharge serials 

! _^ Return assignment card 

1~. 1 Return file 

j - 1 Return serials 

JSeorch and return 


B 


Se« me 


. . im 

I-1Send Serials 


to 


[□ Submit new charge-out 

[ Submit report by. 

□ Type 


or notation as to action taken. 


Re Butte letter to Bureau i 3/24/61. 

Please make following corrections: Par 
5i line 2, change "sister" to "another", and d 
"a" In line 1 of this paragraph; para, 6, lln^ 
word 1 should be spelled "dlslllusionm^*^ 1 * ' 

sac.maynor 

BU ™" 

:izp.sin is u’jusctiirsj) 

DATE v V*V . A ^ Ex 



























3-24-61 


BEfilS 

I OH 6! 

y jf* airtel 




To: 3AC, Ei Paso 
From: Director, FBJ 


SNCE AND TOURS) 
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Enclosed is a copy of a telegram from the above- 
captioned individual dated Mar«* 23, 1961. As It ia not possible to 
determine her address from Ft. Stockton telephone directory, you are 
instructed to obtain her address from Western Union Office at Ft. Stockton 
and personally acknowledge her communication to me. Of course, she 
should be advised thet the FBI does not furnish evaluations or comments 
concerning any individual, organisation or publication. Consequently, 
it will not be possible for me to accede to her request. Suairtel results 
to reach Bureau, Attention: Research (Correspondence and Tours), by 
4-4-61. 


Enclosure 


MAILED! 19 





MAR 2 


41961 


COMM-FH 


Follow-up for 


ToJson- 

Puisona _ 

Mohi —__ 

Belmont - 

Callahan _ 

Comad ______ 

DeLoocb_ 

Evans - 

Molooe ._ 

Rosen - 

Tovel_ 

Troliet_ 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room __ 
Ingram., ■— 
P.nn^l il 



‘t 




NOTE: Buflies cofitain np record<<rf correspondent. The John Birch 
Society was founded in 12^58 in Indianapolis,. Indiana, by Robert H. Wel<^ 
Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. M is incorporated under laws of State/ 
of Massachusetts; is allegedly «0*i«jWhimanist; has chapters throughout j 
and has not been investig^bbd by the Bureau. Welch and the s/ 
4»;the past have been extremely ctttical of former President Eisenhow( 
(62-10440f) 1 

<«> „ 

teletype unit I_1 • « 








ds 


FE0EW <- buamu or invbtiqation 

0. S. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


MAR 23 1961 
WESTERN JJIJIOJJ 


BIA013 129P EST MAR 23 61 NSA229 


Mr. Bejaianf_ 

Mr, Callahan_ 

Mr. Copx#4._^ 

Mr. nfuto f] 

Mr. EvnfljL— 

■Mr. Malone_ 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tavel__ 

Mr. Trotter 

I Mr. W.C.SuUiroa 
Tele. Roo m 
Mr. Ing ram 
Mia Q an it p 


IB209 D FTA006 PD AR FT STOCKTON TEX 23 1151A CST 


/J EDGAR HOOVER 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION UNITED STATES DEPT OF JUSTICE 


HASH DC 


RESPECTIFULLY REQUEST VERIFICATION AS TO WHETHER OR NOT YOU 

O 

HAVE ENDORSED JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. PLEASE WIRE ANSWER 


REQ- §5 


AIT, I;—*.rr—.* : t ' 

* ,."ti V 1 — w - - \ -0 ‘ ’ 


is M. r .'«H 98 l 




at*: 
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March 22, 1061 


REC-9^ 



Dear 
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Parson^*. 

! 

Brflnibnt . 
i Uollchan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach 
Evans — 
Malone _ 
Rosen__ 
TavelJ^ 
Ttoltir _ 
W.C. SdU 1 
Tele. Roc 

Ingram_ 

Gandy _ 



Tour letter of March 12, 1961, has been 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write isj 
appreciated. if 

Although X would like to be of service, the FB t 
Is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or Integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hoperthai' 
you will not infer In this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data In our file ^relating to the subjects of your 
Inquiry. ' £ 

• - 

Enclosed Is seme literature dealing with the/ 
general subject of conummlsm which may be of Interest. . 

1 . * %k 

Sincerely yours, 

•f~ ' ttSvr'C" " ' * y £ Edgar Hoover ^ 

.4 ; ,v; 156i ; * 

COrV.'.-^.S . _ / ^ 


Enclosures (5) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
How To Beat Communism 
Director's Speech of 10-18-60 
Series from "Christianity Today" 

One Nation's Response to Communism 


v % 



— see NOTE neat page 

G*s. wjRSTcSM ETYPE UNIT I 


JMM:lcl* (3) v rV Y 


^JUy (t' 







NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 






March 12, 1961 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 


m/ Ttfson,- 

| Mr. PurRn-- 

Mr. Mohr- 

Mr. Belmont— 
Mr. Crl'ohon— 
Mr. Conrad— 
i Mr. DcVnch — 

| Mr. Evans- 

f Mr. Malone- 

j, Mr. Kosen-- 

> Ur. Tavot- 

, Mr. Trotter — 
i Mr. V/.C. Sullivan 
' Trie. Koom—— 

5 Mr. Ingra m — 
Miss Gandy— 


Several months ago I became 
a member of the JohrrBirch Society, In 


Dear Mr. Hoover: », 

. ..- ------_ - . /- 

view of recent publicity on the Best Coast, 

I find myself in position of defending the 
Society against charges of the very thing 
it is dedicated to destroy. ' 

I would very much appreciate 
your advising me regarding the following: 

1. Is this, to your knowledge, a patriotic 
Amerioan group, loyal to our country? 

2. Has there ever been any subversion 
connected with this Sooiety? 

3. Has Robert Welsh, the Founder of the > |j • 

John Birch 8ociety, ever been connected. ‘ J 

with any subversive groups? 



. Xj LiiwiM*uw :^IixD 

^ Jv V_ 



















Tour letter of March 13, 1061, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 


Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 




you will not Infer in this connection either that we do or that . 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of youg? 
inquiry. . £ 

Enclosed is some literature dealing withes. *■ 
general subject of communism which may be of intereatv y 


Sincerely yours, 

U. £dgac Hoover 


Totson 


, Enclosures (5) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
How To Beat Communism 
Director's Speech of 10-18-60 
j Series from "Christianity Today" 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

gee NOTE next A 

X ' r ^ #0 l 

JMM:lcl* (3) > ' \ 


Parsons 


Belmont 


Callahan 


Conrad 


DeLoach 


Evans 


Gandy 





NOTE: BufUes contain no record Identifiable with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 




13 March 1961 



*> 4 


Sir, 


Recently 1 joined an organization known as the 
John Birch Society". Their aims and approaches to 
ithe CommUNist menace seem to me to be quite solid. 
'In my opinion this organization appears to be the 
only American group which is actively doing some¬ 
thing concrete to destroy the threat of b’ommJNism 
in the united States of America. 

what I would like from the t’.B.I. and you, sir, 
is a letter either approving or disapproving the 
-John Birch Society. 


A Sincere L,oval American . 



»TT Tv-vr:-v2'A' r ’T!T! CONTAINED 
ALjj rm >v 

jg gjjL& 




March 22, 1961 


Dear 


Your letter of March 12,1961, has been 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write la 
appreciated. 


Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and^as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to’the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or . 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 


In view of your wish to help combat communism, 
I am enclosing publications which offer citizens suggestions 
as to how they can protect our American way of life. 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


Tolson 


Enclosures (5) >—>LAJ 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
How To Beat Communism 
Director’s Speech of 10-18-60 
Series from ^'Christianity Today” 

One Nation's Response to Communism 
M 

rsefe NOTE next page „ T _ . _. 
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Tovel-£ 

T roller-\ 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a conimunist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 


I am writing to you in the hope that you can help me. 

I have never kept up with politics and am one of the many Americans 
who would be labeled apathetic, I'm sure. But the last few years 
I’ve become more aware of my responsibility to my country— The 
only thing is, I simply don't know how -I can best help America to 
eliminate Communism. I hope you will not think I am silly in 
writing to you, but I am very confused as to what action I, as an 
individual, could take. I hear that the press, radio, & T. V. media 

( are Communist controlled. I read about the offenses of the leaders 
of our country and I wonder if the things they say are true. If there 
is any organization that you would recommend to join to help fight 
Conmmnism, please let me know what it is— I know about the 
JohnBirch Society and have considered joininglt. Would you be 
willing to give me your opinion of this organization? I shall deeply 
appreciate your reply-- 


March 12, 1961 
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Tour letter to a received on March 20, 1061, 
and the interest which prompted you to write ie appreciated. 


' Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 

is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you .will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
Inqiilry. 



Tolaor. - 

Persona_ 

Mohi J 

Belmonl _5 

Callahan_ 

Conrad ___ 

Dol.oach_ 

Evans _ 

Malone_ 

Rosen __ 

Tovel_ 

Troiter _ 
W.C. Sulllvta 
Tele. Roots . 


Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of Interest. 




•■■.rv; 1551 j 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover. 






Enclosures (5) Mr 

- _ Communist Party, USA 
||y How to Fight Communism 

- Coypmunism: TheJBjitter Enemy of Religion 
-j Expose of Soviet Espionage 

J One Nation'^ Response to Communism 


see fJ£STE 
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NOTE: Bufiles contaia.no record identifiable with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. Be once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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March H. 1961 
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T - T Jb7C ll ‘™ 1 

Mr. Ingi -'n 

Miaa Candy. 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, _ D. Ct _ " 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

After reading a recent article in Time Magazine, criticizing 
the Johrfr-Birch Society , its purposes and methods, and stating 
that this society promotes Communist-style front organizations 
that do not use the John Birch name, it would he greatly 
appreciated if I could receive your honest viewpoint as to 
the quality and merits of this organization. This group 
is receiving much had. publicity, as well as good publicity, 
over the nation at this time and I find it quite confusing 
to evaluate what the press is presenting to the public. 

I am familiar with their way of thinking and the goals, 
which they would like to see occur in the future. 

My profession is in the field of teaching and I consider 
all efforts that the American people do at this time in our 
history to be a major concern to all of us. Therefore, I 
am interested in this group and whether it could be considered 
a source of valid American principles in these United States 
of Africa. 



n 


If at all possible, it would be of much benefit for me to 
receive your views concerning this matter, as soon as your 
busy schedule will premit. / / 

s 

Thank you. 


OH 


Hi' 


A* 7 £X 



4* 




7 m « 27 ,951 ^ 



HE* 





\ 


4 


f 
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March 24, 1981 




Dear 



b6 

b7C 


I have received your cordial letter of 
March 19, 1961, and the interest which prompted ytu to . / 

communicate with me on this occasion is indeed appreciated. 

Although I do wish Jt were possible to be ol * 
assistance, the Jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations Or comments concerning the 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or organisation. 
I hope that you will not infer in this connection either that we do or 
that we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of you? 
Inquiry. I am sure from the foregoing that it would not have been 
possible for a representative of the FBI to have commented 
indicated. 


ttS 9 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


1 - Memphis - Enclosure 



: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent. Editori^sj^** 


Tolson 

Parsons 

Mohr- 

Bolmont 
Callahan 
Conrad - 
OeLoach 
Evans _ 
Malone _ 
Ro* 


limited* butcofdlal with"Tde NaahviUe Tmmmjfi*' 

Milcw \ 


W.C. 

Tele.^ 
logrom . 
Gandy - 
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March 19, 1961 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. 

Director Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 


l apologize for intruding upon your very busy schedule, 
but I have heard so many supposedly quotes from your office regarding 
the Jorar'Blrch Society that I decided the only way to know the truth is 
to go to the source. 


I realize you cannot endorse any group, but I value your 
opinion in this matter above anyone else in the Nation and would be 
most grateful for any help you might give me. 

Our local newspaper, The Nashville Tennessean , a 
consistently left-winged publication, quotes a spokesman of the Washington 
office of the FBI as saying the society is "irresponsible but not subversive." 

Of course they do not use his name. 

Is this your evaluation of the group or do you feel it is a 
patriotic organization which might possible, at least, serve to awaken 
America from her apathetic state? 

My husband and I have already joined the society, but we 
do not want to remain if it is irresponsible because we feel by being 
associated with a radical irresponsible Society we might lose whatever 
effectiveness we might bear. ^ ^ ., », \ / *2 

1 - %&> 

I will be most grateful for any comments or guidence you 
might give me and again I apologize for writing. I know you musLceceive=> 


thousands of these letters every day..... 

.&A- 


7 

- UJ 

Yours ver 


s MAR 2? 1361 
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&TT r ^r-'re'~ , ~~D 

ALL • • - •,1^.0 

iu.it. _> '— ' 
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March 24, 1961 
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1961, has been received, 
and the Interest which prompted you to write Is appreciated. I 
want to thank you for your kind remarks. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
doeB not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or Integrity of any organization, publication or Individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer In this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data In our files 
relating to the subject of your Inquiry. 


REC-22 


y 
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Dear£ 


Your letter of March 12, 


Tolopi 




Pocaons _ 

Mohr_ 

Belmont - 
Callahan . 

Conrad_ 

DeLooeb . 

Evan* _ 

Malone_ 

Ro**n _ 

Tovcl_ 


Trotter _ 

W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Room — 

Inaxam_ 

Gondy _ 


Enclosed Is material dealing with the general subject |g- 
of communism, and some items contain suggestions as to what we 
Amerlcans can do. ' ! 




Sincerely yours, , 

TL Edgar Hoover ./ 

& 


% *» • - \- 
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V 
r C3 
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Enclosures (5) 

Director’s speech of 10-18-60 

Communist Target--Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

17th National Convention 1 & 3-60 LEB Intro. 

One Nation 1 s Response To Communism 


See NOTE next .page.' 
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NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. 


The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that 
the Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to 
attract true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, 
Welch criticized the president to the point of calling him a dupe of 
the communists. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
P. B. I. 

Washington, D. C. 


1 / 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am Just reading your very informative book Masters of Deceit ♦ 
Thank God for such a fine Christian man like you, and t hope you 
may continue to direct the P. B. I. for many more years. 

Last week I was privileged to attend several meetings of 
the Orange C ounty School of An ti -Communism at the Disneyland Hotel 
in Anaheim. | | and W. Cleon Skousen had so much 

to offer and 1 only W13I1 JIlUl’U' Ameri cans would awaken to the great D/C 
need for Christian action in combating this diabolical plan under¬ 
way in our great nation. / 

I have read in the Los Angeles Times about the John Bir ch 
Sociaky^and would like to know your evaluation of this organization. 

“I've heard so many things said pro and con, I'm skeptical until 

I know the truth from you, an 

I have written several letters to the White House,' the. State 
Department, and the U;S. Attorney General urging their support 
of the legislation introduced by Rep. H. Allen Smith which would 
outlaw the Communist Party as a legal entity in the U.S. Since 
I have not had any experience in writing before (to our legis¬ 
lators) I would like to know how el3e one might help a good cause, 

I read of Rep. Smith's legislation., in a letter written to the 
Los Angeles Times . 

I shall appreciate hearing from you. 

Sincerely yours. 


RFC- 22 


r 


P. S. I am a teacher of geography - 
seventh grade level. 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


2:12PM 


March 9, 1961 



Senator MILTO N b/y-QUNG 
(R. - Nort h.Dakot a) telephoned through Mr. Malone, 
secretary for the fiirector. He was Mr. Rosen, 
advised of the Director's absence 
and was referred to Mr. Leinbaugh 
In Mr. DeLoach's absence. 



/ 


iff 


J* 


Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy 



Senator Young said he and Senato 
Mansfield made critical statements 
yesterday regarding the .TohfrBirch 
Society. Defenders of the Society claim that 
Director has endorsed the Society and Mr. Le 
emphatically denied this. Senator Young also said 
that the Society claims that the Director has stated 
that 70%to 80% of the officials of the Department of 
Health, Education-and Welfare were communists or 
had been influenced by the communists. Mr. 

Leinbaugh told the Senator that this had been previously 
brought to the Director's attention and that it is 
totally untrue in that the Director has not made such a 
ridiculous assertion. 


I) Senator Young said he would appreciate a letter 
|| pointing out this inforim tion. y /n^//£n / 

pcry 96 ^ 

Mr. Leinbaugh is preparing a memorandu m. 


ade such a 
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March 27, 1961 
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Dear[ 


] 


Your letter of March 20, 1961, hae been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 


Although 1 would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that 1 am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 


1 ..j - 


Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of Interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

j. Edgar 

— - . — 



toi.«,- 4 . Enclosures (3) 

Communism: Bitter EnelWy'Of Religion 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Expose of Sov.let Espionage 

RWE:efr*f <S) 3ee NOTE ** 1 P^e 

< <^ • -A' 4 *-'". 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 

The John Birch Society was founded in J2/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 


March 20, 1961 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, P.B.I. 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.G. 


My dear Mr. Hoover; 

As I am the mother of two young children I have 
been quite concerned about the menace and spread 
of Communism here in the United States. I would 
like to Jo all I can to help keep this country 
free for my children and the future generations. 


I have always been under the impression that the 
Johrfibirch Society was one of the leading anti¬ 
communist organfzations but according to a series 
of articles in the L.A. Times and an editorial 

] it is a menace 

to society. 

As you have always been the leader in the fight 
against Communism, I wonder if you would be kind 
enough to give me your views on the Society. I 
usually read all these articles with Pongue in 
cheek but on this subject I think we should have 
all the help possible. 

Thank you and God bless you for your wonderful 
work in keeping America free. 


;/V 
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" '' ‘-• -Tf'-r ’•]"'[) 


Very -linrrrnly Tm^fi — 

«3 MAR 28 1961 GH^° V 
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(Note continued) 


NOTE: The John Birch Social was founded ta U/9t la TirHinolls, 
by Robert EL Welch, Jr., of Bel moat, UimBwflits. B is hMipottM 
uader laws of State of Massachn^tfi; is nllfsrfTf has 

chapters throughout the iwrnntry; mod has net im investigated by the Bertas. 
Welch and the Society hi the yast have bee* latiewnlj critical of te nner 
President Eisenhowcsv 104401) 
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March 19. 1961 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 


O 

I have been reading a lot about the Jo hn Birch 
Societ y,and my husband and I are considering joining. Before 
we do we are planning to see a film on the subject, and read 
more literature on the subject. 


I would very much like to know how you rate 
this society. We are interested in fighting communism. Is 
this the way to do it? 

I am very concerned and would like very much 
to know if the John Birch Society is all it claims to be, and an 
effective way for us as individuals to fight communism. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 


/a/ 
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March 28, 1961 



Your letter of March 16, 1961, has been received, 
and the Interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. Your 
comments are most encouraging. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 


.r - • > 

Tolson - 

Parsons _ 

Mohr .. ■ - 

Belmont- 

Collohan_ 

Conrad _ 

DeLoach_ 

Evans - 

Malone- 

Rosen ,,, 
Tavel ■ _ 

Trotter- 

if. C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Boca* 


Enclosures (3) 

What You CanDn To Fight Con 
Communist \JtAF l>W*l!l 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12-58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont 1, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of fomer 
President Eisenhower. (82-104401) 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director-Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


My daughter, a student at Kansas University, has written to me 
concerned over the fact thaV^a)small group on the campus is attempting 
to start a cell of th e. John Birch Societ y. According to her, the 
proponents of this idea profess to be anti-communists. 


I have always attempted to have both my daughters, now students at 
Kansas University, read each of your speeches concerned with the subject 
7 of communism in order that they might be guided accordingly while at 
1 college. I am totally unaware of the organization to which she refers. 
If you are in possession of information concerning this society which 
you could furnish to me, I would appreciate it. 



I trust that this letter finds you in the best of health. 





st&hoC*6 po*m no. 6 * 


Office Mem^andum • united st^es government 


SUBJECT: 




DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, CHARLOTTE 



DATE: 3/27/61 


* ** y q u u /W 


b7C 


(JBS) 


Re SAC Let 61-14 (D) dated 3/21/61 regarding JOHN 
BIRCH SOCIETY (JBS). 


He is on the Bureau 
home address being f 


I l ls personally known to 8R | I at 

rtrftpnwnnd' .4, c. On 3/24/61, he volunteered the fact he is 
the 1 l of The John BirCh Society. He did not 

indicate he had actually formed a chapter at Greenwood, S. C. 

He has been actively fighting communism for the past 
several years. He has always praised the Bureau and is known 
to be a great admirer of the Director. 

The above is furnished in view of referenced SAC 
Letter which states no Bureau publications of any kind are 
to be made available to JBS or to any of its representatives. 
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2> Bureau TCflr\ 

2 - Charlotte (100-9348) (100-7106) 
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March 22, 1981 
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I have received your letter of March 19 concerning 
a news article which quotes the FBI In the March 19, 1961, Issue 
of the ’'Nashville Tennessean." 

While 1 would like to be of service In connection 
with your request, X must Inform you that the FBI Is strictly an 
Investigative agency of the Federal Government and does not 
furnish evaluations or comments concerning the character or 
integrity of any individual, publication or organisation. The files 
of the FBI are confidential by order of the Attorney General of the 
United 8tates. , . h 

♦ O 

I wish to thank you for your interest in bringing th{ij 
matter to my attention. 

^ - Sincerely yours, 


■c 

-M 


.. - f 



Memphis 


F r Hoover 

v j[4|k' 


/ 


v^S 

l 


/ 


(Sent Direct) 

NOTE: Buf iles contain no identifiable data on£ 
that on August 8, 1960, he commended the Director on _£ 
'stritd also, on the pamphlet "Communist Target--Youth." [ 
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"] except 
EgFs of Deceit" 
~]was 


giiked by the Director by letter dated August 16, 1960, for his kind remarks 

O* 1 ?f(cV "An FBI spokesman" has, of course, not furnished any 
■ of this-nature to the "Nashville Tennessean. ” 
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March 19, 1961 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 




l li> ' 


Mr. Dcliar__ 

' Mr. Evaffirr_ 

/) Mr. Malone_ 

Mr. Roecn__ 

Mr. Tivel_> 

Mr. TA\ter 
Mr. \jJbfSuUivan 
Tola, Roan—_ 

Mr. Ingram_ 

Miss Gand y — 


Toda»a ^lASHVIL l£.JEMES SEAN carries 
Birch Society under the [ 
following paragraph is included. 


on the John] 

-1 The! 


"An FBI spokesman in Washington said last udck- • 
the FBI has been 'looking into' activities of 

I the society. He said, based on what it knows, 
the FBI would characterize the society as "irres¬ 
ponsible but not subversive." He said many 
professional anti-Communists are tied in with 
the society for the purpose of making money 
through speeches." 

lit has been ny understanding that the FBI did not make 
linformation from their files available to private citizens 
lor t o the press. Has this policy changed? If not, how 
|does | j quote the FBI? 

I will appreciate your comments on this matter. 

Very truly yours 


bd - /<? yY ?/~$*16 

. cm.-—u ipaccxa , f 


e MAR 281961 
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March 27, 1061 
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Pear l | 

' Jr £ 

Your letter dated March 20, 1061, and enclosure ^ 
have been received, and I am glad to know that you found the ^ 
material sent you of interest. 


Although I would like to be of service, information 
in FBI files is confidential and available for official use only, due 
to regulations of the Department of Justice. 1 am unable, further¬ 
more, to answer specific inquiries since this Bureau, as a Federal 
investigative agency, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. 


The pamphlet you forwarded hae been brought .i our 
attention on a number of occasions. It indicates that statements 
foun&therein are documented in the files of Government Investigating 
agencies, but 1 can assure you that neither the (Cinema Educational 
Guild, Inc., nor ite national director, Myron C. Fagan, has ever 
nad access to information contained in the files of this Bureau. The 
pamphleMn question is being returned. j 



in¬ 


sincerely yours, 
d- Edgar iioavsc 




ToJsOn . 


Parsons 
Mohr 
Belmont 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
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— Enclosur 

_ "Don't Patronize Reds I! I" 




DeLoach 

Evans_ 

Malone _ 

Rosen _ 

Tavel_ 
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NOTE: [ 


v \,'V-Vo . 

Jwrote the Director on 3-6-61, stating that she was 


Trotler 


.- - a member of an organization which she called Group for Good Government and 

^e.^J^iWje^isojgglied it Good Government Group. Such an organization was not 
I*,™— j— -tV-J -- -t i (Continued on next page) 
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Letter to[ 



NOTE (Continued): readily identifiable in Bufiles. She was sent 
certain Bureau publications by Bulet 3-10-61. No other pertinent 
references. 


The John Birch Society was founded in 12-58 in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. It is incorporated under law of State of Massachusetts; 
is allegedly anticommunist; has chapters throughout the country; and has 
not been investigated by the Bureau. Welch apd the Society in the past 
have been extremely critical of former President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 

Enclosure was a pamphlet concerning ’’Reds" in Hollywood 
and TV which has come to the Bureau's attention in the past. The 
Cinema Educational Guild, Inc., is allegedly an anticommunist group 
which has been responsible for the distribution of anticommunist, 
anti-Negno and anti-Semitic pamphlets. Myron C. Fagan, its national 
director, has, in the past, attempted to use the Director's name in 
furtherance of his programs, and it has been necessary on several 
occasions to contact him and request that he refrain from mentioning 
the FBI in any manner. (62-87267) 
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3-20-61 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 


Stuffy 


I was so glad to receive your welcome publications. 
Thank you so much. They are most interesting and will aid us greatly 
I'm sure. I plan to use several of these in a talk my husband & I are 
giving our high school age church group. They asked us to come and 
speak to them about communism (26th) so I certainly want to take 
advantage of the opportunity. 

A question has risen since I last wrote to you concerning 
the John Burch Society. What do you think of the organization & where 
do they obtain their information? I have talked to a member of this 
group several times. She has a list of books that are communistic 
and my sister-in-law (a Jr. in H.S.) found her history book on that 
list. This member has also told me that Dean Atcheson & Dean Rusk 
were subversive characters & since Kennedy chose them for his cabinet 
I could draw my own conclusions about him. She also mentioned Adlai 
Stephenson & Eleanor Roosevelt, also Gov. Rockefeller along with ( 
these men. Should I believe all this ? And if so, what can we do about ( 
this history book? 

Also—is the enclosed leaflet authentic & true? I sente 
for these & have sent some to each radio & T. V. station & theater in 
town. The FBI here referred me to a book in the library called "Guide 
to Subversive Organizations". I didn't find it there, but would like 
your opinion on it. 

Thank you again for your help. 

Sincerely, 



a 









* A 

jl " • . 








6 ^ /etfV 0 ' 


3 73k 

March 24, 196X 


6> 


\i 


ry 






I » -I‘ 


jb6 

- b7C 


i)fif[ 


sr 

-.a 


ri> 1 have received your letter of March 20, 1001, 

ancil readily appreciate the Interest which has prompted you 
tojspmmunicate with me on this occasion. 

*2 For your Information, the jurisdiction and 

responsibilities of the FBI do not extend to furnishing eval> 
nations or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of ajiy individual, publication or organization. 1 hope that',. 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your / 
inquiry. I am sure from the foregoing you will realize that no/ 
representative of this Bureau could have made the statement / 
you mentioned. .-nJ ' 


-i 




Sincerely yours, 

j. Edgar Hooves 



- Memphis - Enclosure 
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OTE: Bufiles contain no information regarding the correspondent tp^precinde 
ending this communication. Editorial ticklers reflect that we have had 
limited but cordial correspondence with ’.'The Nashville Tennessean." 
r f It is pointed out that M an spokesman M !did not so state to the Tennessean. 

^ See note continued next page 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society tos founded In 12/58 In Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It Is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; Is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been Investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society In the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Elsenhower. (62-104401) 


Tola or — 
Poisons _ 

Mohr- 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad_ 

DeLoach _ 

Evans_ 

Malone — 

Rosen_ 

Tovel- 


Trotter- 

W.C. Sullivan . 

Telo. Room_ 

Ingram .. 
Gandy __- 


MAIL ROOM (ZD TELETYPE UNIT IZZ) 









1/ 


March 20, 1961 


[r. BefmXgCfii 
Mr. CaUahan.Li 
Mr. ConvAiH^fl 
Mr. lb 6 * 

Mr ' ’k 7 r~ 
Mr. ] Q / C. 


Mr. Trott 
Mr. W.C.f| 
Tele. Roo 

Mr. Ingram_ 

Miss Gandy_ 



Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. c. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

In the March 19, 1961, Issue of The Nashville 
Tennessean there is a story which is extremely critical of .The 
Johrfelrch Society. Among other things, this story states: 

"An FBI spokesman in Washington said last week 
the FBI has been 'looking into' activities of the 
society. He said based on what it knows, the FBI 
would characterize the society as 'irresponsible but 
not subversive.' He said many professional anti¬ 
communists are tied In with the societv for the pur¬ 
pose of making money through speeches." 

The entire story was slanted so as to 3mear The 
John Birch Society and therefore it may be that this statement 
was not true. However, If the statement was true, I would like 
to hear it from you as I have confidence in what you say. I 
|am a member of The John Birch Society and if the reference to / J 
the FBI spokesman is correct, I would like to make every effort' 
to eliminate from the society all irresponsible elements and l , 
professional anti-Communists who are tied with the society for 
the purpose of making money through speeches. Therefore, I 
would appreciate it very much if you would give me the follow¬ 
ing information: 

1. Did an FBI spokesman say last week that the 
FBI had been looking into activities of The John Birch Society? 

If so, what was the name of the spokesman and what was his 
actual statement? 

2. Has the FBI been looking into the activities of 
the society? If so, what caused the FBI to undertake this 
Investigation and what has been revealed by the Investigation? 
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speeches? If so, what are their names and addresses, when did 
they make speeches, how much and by whom were they paid for their 
speeches and what was the connection of The John Birch Society 
with paying these men for making speeches? 

4. Do you believe that The John Birch Society is a 
well-meaning patriotic organization? 

5. Do you believe that the society is of any help 
in the fight against Communism? 

6. Is The John Birch Society producing a pecuniary 
profit for Robert Welch or others? 

7. Please give me any other information concerning 
the society that would reveal whether it is good or bad and 
whether it should be supported or opposed. 

I do not know whether the FBI has investigated The 
John Birch Society but, in view of the vigorous attacks made 
against the society by liberal newspapers and magazines, I think 
it would be very good if the FBI would investigate the society. 
Most organizations which oppose Communism become the victims of 
smear attacks. If the attack on The John Birch Society is suffi¬ 
ciently effective, its effectiveness will be destroyed and, in 
this case. It would be useless for me and other members to waste 
our time trying to further the cause of the society and we would 
be better off devoting our efforts elsewhere. 
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Pear l I 

Your letter of March 16, 1961, has been received, 
and the Interest which prompted you to write Is appreciated.; •*'* 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 4s - 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as’-such, „ _ ~- 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character , * i -z 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 1 regret ~a g 
that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in this conneq- n 
tlon either that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating Z 
to the subjects of your inquiry. I am unable to comment regarding the g 
films you mentioned in your communication as this Bureau had no 
connection with the production of them. 


' Enclosed is some literature dealing with the subject 

of comjnunism which may be of interest. • 




Sincerely yours, 
X Edgar Hoosaf 




'Enclosures (5) 

vOne Nation's Response to Communism 
47th National Convention CP, USA 
-Communist -Target--Youth 
-Expose of Soviet Espionage 
:God & Country or Communism? 
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NOTE: The complete acknowledgment regarding "Operation Abolition" 
wan not offered as literature is sent out with this acknowledgement. She 
only asks if the films should be pushed. No record could be located in 
Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The John Birch Society was 
founded In 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, by Robert H. Welch, Jr., 
of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated under laws of State of 
Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has chapters throughout the 
country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. Welch and the Society 
in the past have been extremely critical of former President Eisenhower. 
(62-104401) 
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Mar. 16. 1961 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington. D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover-- 

Would you please give me information on the 
John Birch Society, (such as- is it a good organization for 
100 % American) 

Also should the films "Communism on the Map" 

& "Operation Abolition" be pushed. 

I am writing you because many people seem to be 
fighting it and talking against it such as librarians, and say it is 
distorted. 

Please give me some definite information regarding 

both. 

They both sound very good to me- & I think someone 
should be working on this fight here in Glendale. 

Sincerely yours 

/s/ | | b6 

-1 b7C 
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Dear 


Your letter postmarked March 17, 1961, has been 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write Is appreciated. 

I want to thank you for your kind remarks concerning the FBI. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as s^ch, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or Individual. I regret I c o =, 
am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this connection 
either that we do or that we dcThot have data in our files relating to 7 
the subjects of your inquiry. g 

Enclosed Is some literature pertaining to the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest 


>£'«■. 9 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar. Hoovet 
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Enclosures (5) ~ 

What you can do to Fight Communism i v > v' ] 
/Director's Speech of October 18, 1960 
Communist Target--Youth jfl 

Expose of Soviet Espionage * 

^Xir Nation's Response to Communism 
— ^ C ' *' 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society was founded in 12-58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 

No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 

correspondent. 


- 2 - 



TRUE COPY 


* 




4 




b6 

b7C 

March 15, 1961 


Federal Bureau of 
Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs, 

Some of our friends in town have given us booklets 
and pamphlets by a Mr Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts concerning 
a "JohnTairch Society. " On the face of it it appears sincere and 
worth while in its efforts to recognize and expose communism 
infiltration in our government and society. 

Would you be kind enough to tell me if this "John 
Birch" society - its magazine "American Opinion" - its founder 
Mr. We'lch - are of a worth while character. 

Whatever sincere efforts our ordinary citizen can 
make for the real good of our country would demand all the help I 
am capable of. However I do not care to get connected with either 
foolishness nor distorted efforts. 


My husband and I really need your help in this 
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received. 


Your letter of March 21, 1061, has been 


Although 1 would like to be of service In 
answering your inquiry, the FBI is an investigative agency of 
the Federal Government and, as such, does not make evalua¬ 
tions or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of 
any organization, publication or individual. I regret that I am 
unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or do not have data in our files 
relating to the subject of your communication. 

In view of your concern about the communist 
menace, I am enclosing some material which you might like 
to read. 


/X 




Sincerely yours, 
IL Edgar. Hoover 


■ ^QmmimtsfelUusioa ar\d Democratic Reality 
~o To Fight Communism Communist Target--Youth 
“ 17th National Convention of the CP, USA 
lenity Today b6 
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NOTE CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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NOTE CONTINUED:.... The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. 
It is incorporated under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anti¬ 
communist; has chapters throughout the country; and has not been investi¬ 
gated by the Bureau. Welch and the Society in the past have been 
extremely critical of former President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 






> - Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

]j\ s Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 

r 

I am contemplating membership in an alledgedly 
_anti-Communist organization called the John 
C^Blrch Sooiety, headed by Robert Welch, ana as 
fctreYd has been much criticism of this organi¬ 
zation lately, I feel it is to my best interests 
and the best interests of our oountry to check 
with you and get your opinion as to whether this 
organization is at present considered subversive 
or subject to susp icion because of any of its 
activities which you may consider questionable. 
From my own investigation, I feel that this organi¬ 
zation, if used properly, can be a very effective 
weapon against communism in the United States and 
is deserving of my full support. 

It is, however, difficult to know all the facts 
and sometimes is necessary to seek the opinion of 
other more experienced minds in matters of such 
importance. Will you give me your opinion of 
this organization so that I may have some addi¬ 
tional basis for making my decision? I would sin¬ 
cerely appreciate your efforts in my behalf. 
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March 27, 1061 



Your letter postmarked March 20, 1961, with 
enclosure, has been received. The interest which prompted 
yoif to write is appreciated, and I want to thank you for your 
kind remarks. 


Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or indi¬ 
vidual. In the light of the foregoing, I can assure you that no 
FBI representative has made such a statement as noted in the 
newspaper clipping which you forwarded. 

Sincerely yours, K r 

J. Edgar Hoover ’ 


NOTE: No material is being forwarded in that correspondent-is 
member of the John Birch Society. Enclosed was a newspaper dipping 
concerning the Society from the 3-19-61 "Nashville Tennessean" .vV 
, t concerning the fact# that a Washington FBI spokesman hs^d Ce^d thj^ 
ty ,,John Bfrch Society "irresponsible but not subversive." Th^Shn^irch 
> Society was founded in 12-58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, by R'dbert H. 

^2 Jr - * of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated under laws 

State-pf Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has chapters thrc 
the^og^ntry; and has not beenjh* Bureau. Welch anc 
_ .Sbciety in the past have been exti^^^PfflffxcalJ^gormer President 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

c/o Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

As a militant supporter of yours, of the F.B. I. and all of our 
internal security agencies -- and a member of the John Birch 
Society—I am greatly concerned over the enclosed article. 

O 

Would you please give me an honest appraisal of the John Birch 



Society? Was this information given to the press by tne F. B. I. v 
'TTTyouF’recent statements, booklets, such as "Communist Target- , 
Youth" and in your book "Master's of Deceit" you urge the American 
people to inform themselves, and to inform other on Communistti. 

In your own words, "We cannot hope to successfully meet the Communist 
menace unless there is a wide Knowledge and understanding of its aims 
I and designs." The John Birch Society has given me the inspiration to 
/ do this, because I Know that I am not alone, but working in consert with 
f thousands of devoted Americans. If the John Birch Society is not the 
I patriotic organization I believe it to be I want to get out. Otherwise I 
* shall ignore any further attacks and smears from our "liberal press" as 
I well realize that each and every anti-communist in this country as 
an individual has been crucified. /' 

I ‘ ■■ 

I hope to receive an answer to this letter soon. 

k God bless you for the work you are doing, and for the convictions and 
'i ideals which you support. 




bo 
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Birch Society Has 200 Members Here 


By PAT ANDERSON 

T HE John Birch So¬ 
ciety. on organization 
whose founder considers 
both Dwight D. Eisen¬ 
hower and Franklin D. 
Roosevelt traitors, now 
claims more than 200 
members in Nashville. 

These nimbtri, many or 
■whom ir« widely-known, well- 
edoealed and conservative, 

agree in varying degree* with 
the rr.Ore controversial political I 
judgments of Robert Welch. Ihe ' 
Massachusetts buamaaamsn who 

founded the Society id 1558 
But they apparently accept 
Welch’s stern warning that they 
have only t»o choices—to accept 
his leadership or "in a very few 
tear* yon will, by force be de¬ 
voting all lo the maintcn.-inee 
of * Communist slave state * 

Most local members would 
agree with Macho P. Davu Jr. 
an attorney and former Mats 
legislator, who said last week 
**l hava been alarmed »bout 
the luccaeaes Communism has 
had, and I felt lha Society was 
doing something *« ceunlursct 
lhatr sueceesei.” 

Education Program 

To combat Communism tha 
Society hus launched an educa¬ 
tional program, said onn local 
lender, businessman Hor ton 
Early. It encourages political 
discussion among its members 
It distributes such books as 3. 
Edgar Hoover’s “Meaters uf De¬ 
ceit" end Sen Joe McCarthy’s 
America's Rstrcet From Vic¬ 
tory' end such films a a 'Com¬ 
munism on the Map* and "Op¬ 
eration Abolition " 

'The John Birch Socuty is 
for leas big government, freedom 
of the individual lo work and 
worship where he pic as n and 
a batter world." Early said. 


Despite these avowed goals 
with which lew Americans would 
differ, !h* Society has received 
an increasing amount of enh- 
cum, not only in Nashville but 
—-—— ■ - ^ 

. /f « An FBI spokesmen in 
I Washington said last week the 
FBI has been look mg into" ac¬ 
tivities of the society. He said 
baaed or what it knows, tha 
FBI would characterise tbs soci¬ 
ety as ‘'irresponsible but not sub¬ 
versive " He naid many profes¬ 
sional anti-Communists are tied 
In with the society for the pun* 
pose of making money through 
a perches , - • 

4 G.&. Sen. fell ton R. Young 
(Rep.-.'t.D.) told the Senate 
Welch "has made accusation* 

■ carnet the farmer President of 
tha United Steles far beyond 
anything tha late Son. Jao Me- 
Carthy * van thought of.” H» 
added "To (ale of our 

moil loyal end dedicated people 
as Communist* plays right r.to 
the hands of the Communists." 

g National news analyst Eric 
Srvsmiri called the Society 
’Main Street McC&rthyism” and 
naid its members "cannot under- 
Btand that their own leaders are 
not conservatives but anli-Con- 
sliimioasl rstiicals ’ 

• A politically conservative 
Vundrrbtlt University professor 
said he found in Welch’s writ¬ 
ings “elements of Fascism " 

Sharpes! Criticism a 

The ebarpeat criticism of the 
Society baa been directed at the 
political opinions Welch has de¬ 
pressed in his two books "The 
Blue Book" snd 'The Politician" 
In "The Blue 8ook.’’ which 
eneiaallv was a speech Welch 
madr while organizing the So¬ 
ciety, be said- 

■ President Roosevelt end 
Ccn George Marshall were 
guilty of “plain unadulterated 
treason*’ in getting America in¬ 
to World War IL 


• President John K Kennedy 
flhen s Senator) waj Walter 
Reulher’a "stooge." I be late Rus¬ 
sian poct-novelut Boris Paster¬ 
nak was a Communist 'stooge.' 
Supreme Court Justice Oliver 
Wendell Holmes was "thnt 
eternal sophomore " 

• *1 think Nelson Rockefeller 
is definitely committed to try¬ 
ing to make Ihe Untied States a 
par* of a one-world socialist 
government, while I don't think 
Nixon m commuted to anything 
other than the career of Richard 
Nixon ** 

• America's press radio and 
television era dominated bv 
’Communist influences" 

• Democracy is "merely a de 
ceplive phrase a weapon of 
demagoguery, and a perennial 
fraud " 

Real Bombshells 

But Welch's real bombshells 
are in 'The Politician ’ * pri¬ 
vately circulated, 900-page mani¬ 
festo which became public last 
summer when s Society member 
’■betrayed" Welch bv showing it 
1c a Chicago newspaperman 
Welch at the tune w*a in 
Chicago supporting Sen Barry 
Goldwater'a drive for the Repub¬ 
lican presidential nomination 

The tollowing is a direct quota, 
tion fiom "The Politician * 

“While 1 loo think that Mil 
ton Eisenhower is a Communist 
end has been for 30 years, this 
opinion u based largely on gen¬ 
eral circumstances of his con¬ 
duct But my firm belief that 
Dwight Eisenhower ie a dedi¬ 
cated. conscious agent of the 
Communist conspiracy is baaed 
on an accumulation of detailed 
evidence so extensive and so 
palpable that It seems to me to 
put this conviction beyond eny 
reasonable doubt" 

Welch further writes of Eisen¬ 
hower there is only one 

possible word to describe hie pur¬ 
poses and actions That word Is 
treason ■ 

Among Social y membewr Ijcrej 


The Politician' is a touchy sub¬ 
ject Early, who said he has read 
it. declares 

" "The Politician' has nethmg 
lo do with the John Birch So¬ 
ciety. It was written bofore the 
Society was founded. It as- 
presses personal opinions which 
have nothing to do w-th tho 
Society.” 

Caused Resignation 

But it was ‘The Politician" 
which caused the Society's first 
major set-back in this area - 
the resignation of the entire 
Franklin Tenn chapter 

The story of the Franklm 
chapter s shortlived activities 
was related lost week by a lead¬ 
ing businessman who was active 
in Ihe chapter He asked that 
hw name not be used because 
Early and other Nashville mem¬ 
ber* are hi* personal friends 

The Franklin chapter w%* 
founded last May. Among it* 
members were some of Frank¬ 
lins best-known citixeas They 
considered the Society an edu¬ 
cational forum At one meeting 
e member reviewed Hoover’s 
"Masters of Deceit" At another 
meeting a member presented a 
paper on foreign s-d. which 
Welch opposes 


Then, in the fall, the member* 
heard about "The Politician “ 
They wrote Welch asking for 
two copies of the book The 
copies arrived and were circu¬ 
lated among the chapter mem¬ 
ber* in October the chapter 
agreed formally lo disband They 
later received a letter from 
Welch saying they would want 
back in when lb mgs get worse 

'Lot of Good' 

“I think the Society ha* do f -e 
a lot of good by encouraging 
people to learn about commu¬ 
nism '' the Franklin man said 
T know my frteod* in it in 
Nashville are sincere and pa¬ 
triotic 

"But we found there was a 
Oiarp difference between 
Welch's opinions and our opm- 
g>n.s and we got out We couldn’t 
draw a line between Robert 
Welch the author of The PoUli- 
asn' and Robert Welch, the 
ftond'r of the John Birch So¬ 
ciety" 

In "The Blue Book.” Welch 
■ays the Societv "is to be a 
monolithic body" which "will 
operate under completely au- 
tjbonUtive control at all levels” 
People will join the Society, he 

5 y». “because they believe in me 
d what l am doing and are 




Inside.... 


RED CHINA, Public favors attempt to 

improve relations.5-B 

LEGISLATURE: A lonp look after ad¬ 
journment .2-B 


willing lo accept my leadership 
anyway 

Don't Always Agree 

Bui leaders here say Ihcy do 
not slwaya .Agree with Welch 

“I dont know anyone 1 agree 
with JOO per cent.’’ Early said 
’ But if I didn t agree with 
Welch on most issues I wouldn t 
stay in the Society” 

Early said he approves the 
Society’s current national drive 
lo bring about the impeachment 
of Chief Justice Earl Warren 

“A lot of peoplo who thought 
•t was silly when they first 
heard about it may be surprised 
before long," he said of the im¬ 
peachment campaign. 

He also was strongly critical 
of the political views of a Van¬ 
derbilt L'nivcnuly professor Dr 
Avery Letserson, who recently 
participated in e debate on the 
House Un-Amenean Activitiea 
Committee with a Society chap¬ 
ter leader. William Burton Jr. 
at the Westminster House, a 
Presbyterian student center at 
Vanderbilt 

Editor Attends Debate 

Thomas J Anderson editor 
of Farm St Ranch Magazine and 
a member or the Society’s na¬ 
tional council, attended this de¬ 
bate When Lciseraon was giv¬ 
ing his views on tha House Un- 
Amencan Activities Committee. 
Anderson rose to his feet and 
shouted according to witnesses 

“I r«M»t that and I resent 
you.” 

The student moderator of the 
debate told Anderson he would 
have an opportunity to apeek 
at the end of the debete But 
Anderson said he had heard 
enough already end stormed out 
of the meeting Early, who wee 
present, admitted Anderson s 
outburst was ’’rude," but he said 
of Letserson 

”1 have nothing but contempt 
for him. Vanderbilt is infiltrated 
with many extrema left-winger a 


As an alumnus. I’ll do my bast 
lo g«t him off 0** faculty.” 

He doclmed to say how he 
would go about gelling profes- 
nora fired He alio stressed that 
his ppimons of Letserson end 
other professors were personal 
opinions that had nothing lo do 
with the Society 

Denigs 'Whispers' 

Eariy denied that the Society 
has started whispering cam¬ 
paigns against any local indi¬ 
viduals or bad made anonymous 
telephone calls telling people 
their neighbors were Com¬ 
munists 

"I doubt seriously that that 
has been done," he said "If I 
heard of anyone doing it one of 
us would have to go We're not 
trying to ferret out Communists. 
We're trying to inform people " 

Local Birch Society activities 
begin in February of 15S0 Early 
said, with a meeting at the home 
of Anderson Those present 
beard a tape recording of Welch 
reading from "The Blue Book.” 
Early said 

The Society now has eight 
chapters here. Early said. wuh 
average chapter membership of 
2fi to -5 These chaptcra men 
monthly, usually at the home of 
their chapter leader 

Chapter Leaders 

Early identified the chapter 
leaders, in addition to himself, 
a a Thomas M Trabue an in¬ 
surance company executive Bur¬ 
ton. an attorney, John Ambrose 
Jr, vice-president of Ambrose 
Printing Co . Richard Norvcll. 
a partner in Norvcll A Wallace 
Lumber Co, Thomas W Sch- 
later, an attorney, Mark BrAd- 
ford Jr, of Mark Bradford In¬ 
surance Agency, and Watt 
Crocket III an insurance com¬ 
pany representative 

Othei loaders include Andci- 
son. who is on the Society's na- 
UoasI s*J t^beflei How¬ 


ell III. of Howell A Associate* 
contracting company, who serves 
as "local co-ordinator " 

The Societv is nc mi-sec ret. but 
not secret Early willingly gave 
I he names of the local chapter 
leaders, but declined to give tbs 
names of any ronk-sad-fil* mem¬ 
bers He said they were as¬ 
sured when they joined that 
their names would not bo dis¬ 
closed 

When this reportsr arranged 
an interview with Howell, bo 
responded by calling a meeting 
of eight of the Society’! leaders 
and a reporter from another 
newspaper He Then txpe-reeord- 
most of the ‘ interview" which 
followed 

The Society hn» botn most ac¬ 
tive here with its literature and 
films The film j are shown daily 
to church school and civic 
groups The books and pam¬ 
phlets are also widely circulated. 

Mounting Horror 

Dr John M Aden, of the Van¬ 
derbilt University English de¬ 
partment. is among thoso who 
have lead "The Blue Book ** 
Aden ^ho describes himself po- 
hiicoJW ns a "Goldwater con¬ 
servative," said of "The Bhi* 
Book ' 

“I read if with mounting Hor¬ 
ror I’m quite dubious about 
their motives. They're attack¬ 
ing Communism by assuming s 
Fascist posture. Tha book kept 
dealing in terms of one leader, 
the big brother, the benevolent 
dictator, who would eave ua frem 
the Communists. 

"J think a lot of people hava 
gotten into it under a misappre- 
Itennion. without seeing the Fas¬ 
cist elements" 

The Society’s work u financed 
by membership dues which arc 
listed on the last page of "The 
Blue Book" as 

Life membership, men or wom¬ 
en. 81.000. annual mcmberahip 
in the Home Chapter or local 
chapter* S24 for men. (12 for 
women 
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Ruppet Lawmakers Create Confusion 

+ ★ I ★ ★ * 

image of Young Allen ROnning to 'Doddy' Will Long Haunt Legislators 


tor# iuU; |iul;ll| ml IKi lt> 
ii'iieiu'o t* Ik* iltti total 
aevtrniwtM*: iiiiiIIim of 
hoard* at «« u •»■•<•••. and ora- 
aa*(d .*l*ul*o ml lac *••****’* 
fc* th* court* nlh*> Ikon h* 
*oevl*r vat#} elimination ml 
«B**l*l* ‘aw*,- *U*h»-i lr .i >a*l- 
d*nt* r*<|ul'*m*ntt on valing. 
ailalMIliy far M”il*’*, Hal* In. 
iMut »h and a 1 >>»r binil||| *1 
clllianthlp: o'oM.m, ,1 m, 

mentall* Ml: tho f*r#«try l**»«; 

D'*b'*mi of filing llteurirt# 
ralra: Ik* grabUm a# campvHary 
ininatlior »• malar vaMel**. tm- 
aaamtnallen far d'-var*’ ll««n***. 
and • a>aIy adgeat'an; caapara. 
tan with Ih* fadoral agtncy an 
*»l*r ra**ur««a: and Ik* can. 
tinging atudy *f l(gl*l*tlva B'»- 

«• dura* and mathadr af Improve, 
man l. 

The round) Ml dart Ui# 
etudlea (»<rr In th# v«*r Much 
nf tho work In dtlall ha 

don* by Ih* avrwrt mlmtl or.dar 
Director Tom John ton 


By MAC HARRIS «ri* 0 r appear'd as Capitol KIM 

after ».uhra» Ih. J-/» 

D.vidson County lor- Up u.iu ih.t r*-i>[ jvunr *1 
iatitive delegation per- 
form for the put 75 deye. V, a , J:" ." hf 

the people of thu com 1 Italy cal’* Dodd/ took ev*r 
munity should 'have 

lestned one lesson well: y 0O ^ony Cook* . . .? 

It I* •lme«l Impeia-b'e la gal And the iMtf Allan atut lh» 
■ ny<t!n| <■<*• "Man lawmaker* only man sdvUIng HU ton. Cltr 
urM tpvak tar th»m«t»V»*. Councilman Audrey OtMtay the 
• <««odl floor Madat for Mayor 

TVbl. In a nuUhtl). wai Ih* gen W«»t. *u aeoth«r 

• i*.n\lal (rootle with »*»«r«l Thuraday. for tumplr. afl*r 

DaitMam lawmaker* th* d*t*g*t»on had caucbied 

Th# fact that the dritgatlon Allan received a phon* call tin 
during Ih* Iut *««k aolvagad OIIUq at the drlrgaUon trad 
ma*U tut not all. of th* i-npcr- quarter* In thr Harmitage Bov*) 
unt UglaUtioa na.d.d by thl. „.g a , h , Mu , 4 „„ 

;sr%£\r“. sras ic 

2Id, 6 * r ‘ ° f lh * '•'« «»*• h»adow#rt*r» p*.m 

gmtion had mad*. and retired ta a private mom 

Th# moat obriaua of lh« ta-- „n.r* ha dltumad lha tty • 
JtahfT* Who aid not *C—*k for «,«nU with 01 'am. 

Ut^rrL ”* y ° U "* C ‘ l,,0,d A, ‘ Other d«i*jratei rrcalltd that 
a a f«w weak* earlier. wf-.n 

* Haunlirg Imog. “IS* ? JK^.iK.SfS 

THg Image of young Allas pop- thitr rafoaal ta acre* on at*C*l 

ptitg up in delegation mailings ra b-tl. young Alien madr ( tr - 
•1th a atalamant prepared by umphant appearance In ‘CM» 
hi* fathir will haunt othtr d*ta- Covacll wtara ha »ti fr**t«d 
gate* for many nlghta to coma- with epplauaa 

to the laat day of tha ^ MoX®' and rant! gum- 

tire yeung AOro «r*a Ip- »ara of tho couaeti oppeaa Metro 
««■» such stallo.«nl. On ?fh •" fovor at anieiatinn Th V *i| 
day morning hr tajurd a e'.ale- lun4 lo »o ^» ,r lueratlva pan 
mant to tha prraa aay:ng he »aa •*«" rrtup* If Mateo puio. 
oppoeed to tha aawtr dlptrict tr . , _ . , , 

bin and would not vole for It Got in Squirming 
Allan did title daiplti the »oct °" «•“* «*<*•»■ "Men Allan 
Me had already alpned a tartf vtallad CMy Council he threw hla 

autharirlif paaaaga of IMo irmr •JJ’. atour.d Cliirra and aa'd. 
bin ( n tha Haute. -We»e got tbrm aqulrmlng 

A Um Houra after h* l«au*d Savaral day* later, km nubile 
Ihl* aUUmcel. Allan naa bach protuia mpunUd ovrr the la«. 
lo hla original potllian. Thla Ur* used by tit* two AHipa to 
came about whtn hi* father Mock Metro, tho *ld*r Alim br 
Clifford Allen Jr. county la* a*- timi 111 and anlarrd th* heipltel. 


Tngrt «(i tern* talk h* had aUf. 

I«»*d ah at her heart attack Hot 
that proved faJir. f^at Trtday 
ha appeared hala and hearty »n 
Capitol H U 

fftnor* o'ao c*u*od ih# naar 
ca’lapaa af fan. Tam HtOrath 
Tkuraday MeOrath wka Mad 
ab'ipalad kimaalf ta fireman and 
P*ilc*man ta <ka aatarl that ha 
did net want ta vale tar any 
pa»«<*n eeferm*. wa* put an «ka 
hoi *«i| ta make aa**rp| deal, 
atana on pomtona. 

Hr finally hid lo be taken from 
th* epptiol and tent heete. The 
neat day ha appeared In good 
akapa *j Ha ion* la tha Leglala- 
tura In honor of St. Patrick. 

Rep. Herbert Jonta dldnt let 
oni commitment block hire from 
making another oppoalta to the 

jJnri elnud a p edge to aup- . VSFSLmS" 4 
part Metro. B-jt when it came d I®V, * U, *i V 

do—a lo tha wire, ha >u tha d*y and n-ght. n«. .. 

enty man la ?ota «gal am It from ■£*,1^1*?*** 

"- b ■S.’S’JST. ’.•..“A.,. 

Jonn Suan.roll»«d SJWti KSSSS. rt. 

ifowevtr. the L*ei«'aiurt rod» lo alltfid •atciao 
rirhi aver Jonta and paaard !>• Whan R«p Chari** Call 
privaia act onyway Thla »aa t«f* ih* Ron a* chamber i 
con.tder^i a „r*r mlraclo by • drink of aeolrr. on. « 
many v*t*r»n Capita! Hill oh- firtratn-p.iir* watchdog cc 
Mrvtri. Normally Ut* Legt*'*- utman dutifully followtd. 

*“ r * ■'*>' "•* oaerrtda ana mtn At Uit and Ik* flramai 
•**' M polle# **r* th* prop * wh 

M«mpbi« lrl«d Ih* aomr lh«n« t# ogee* lo pamlea rafe 
Friday whan one of it. d.Htatr* M o,, l.gUUI*ta Only 

lawmaker* f , v # tne.r approval did It 
could not crvjiler In* naccagary vvtion iriL. it ra Mia *r 
-f/r!- Me.lhe'r priv.l. ^ WU. M a 1 Tu- 
*c* It failed. 3J*I for lark of ployra had not approved 

a con.I tutlanal m.ioMlv D*. J h.,, (jjn " „!l 

vidaon h.d mkitaerd eo .of*. l> * ,n M p,B " 

lwo day* tarlirr. 

•jxissssrsvaaK ort, «' 

l*la|l*n a*it*d whan a awmakae Thgr# ware eommllmanta tha 
tfaat think far hien**!f Cher way. too. Son Robert C 

After an tlih hour tuceaaaful Taylor and Hap F. Clay Ba'lry 

drive la gat a city penalon hill Jr. war* conmlltrd lo a Chon* 
paaacd. (r* lawmakcra attempted her of Cemmrrc* «*mmUleo lo 


I* aatrag* County Judge Ba»ar- *Und firm again*! paMlng any 

ly Briley 1 * itwir diitnct bill Ptniign bill that Jtd net contain 

Jen** had *aid on many occa- reform. 

*tona that ha »ou d aupport ihla Th# thambor wa* intaraMad 
MOL But wbtn it reached the 13th for fear ih*i uni*** paevalon 

hour ha rafuard lo algn (ho abuaaa war* halted. u*»* weuid 

card that would have allowed h»* a la ha incmiaod la pa* |Ma 

Ih* Mil ta pea*. tail 

. - . . Cn Ih* other aid* ware Rapa. 

Obllgotoo to Coprroctof Calbraoth. Allan and Caraar 

While Judge Brtlty ond man*- Roblnann. Bap. W. P Winter 

her* of th* d* It gallon walled far »«l nvl fbaaty comm.ltod r.lhr- 

a dgcleloo. Jos«a talked over tho N*^ l,h,r ”* R * p Thoenaa 

triapbona with a Davldacn Couo- " "" *** 

»y contrortor who had Jonta 1 ^' nt4r „ W V rt,d ’• ,h ? 

comrnllmont to dtfaat Ih* bill »*"•»• 1! »« « »>• P*««nt 

Dttplla sli of Ihla. how.v«r. P»naloa oo th* gig paraooa now 

th* boat tiample of lawmakor* on panalooa e*uld bo paid, 
sot being able to do that* own Shnvar waa inla*«atod __ In 


Tht Ultimato Faifuro 

Tn# lower houia'a ullimlt* 
f.llorr ta vol* ||v znrrabrrahlp 
th* prone. *4 r.H. form Ih* 
peyarnt IIJ In a new *» p rr dlrm 
■brelelng In IPASt tndtd Ih* ar» 
•Ian an a lighter vain wllh a 
c«nd ehuckla 

"TM*. ruil have reevaluated 
mt/naalvaa. and decided i«.Uii 
I* flat for* a wag augfariad. 

Th r gnratlon haa b««n *al*od 
fraa lima to lima wh»Ui«r lha 
*la*n ha* Hir'd greatly by Ih# 
(nrccaar of loMaJatlv* pay from 
•hr nM tl per day In a more 
rralWtlc IIS p»r d«y. 

Stofur* of legnlotor* 

Tha cniertl conclutlon (a that 
U***a >a yet no appreciable <Hnb 
In ih* ataturn af Irglilator* 
many al the oM SI .*rt«t>- wild 
coming «aar after year 

Bui iK.ra'v lull* dliagraamanl 
that *v«n th* |H par day of- 
fa»« »# great appaal ta th**a 
wha I'aval any d.itanr* and 
May In Naahvlfl* far tha aaa- 

Moat mambrra gat away Tkuro 
day and ‘out ralum ur.OI Tt»«o- 
day. thur raduclng in* walcn 
to a thre^ay wotk w**k with 
pay for icvtn day* But Itu* 
poratJan >nu 00 lhoaa wt«k- 
rnda >a I 'at of tha mriebara i*d 
not tha tula 


would allow peniloai to ba paid 
bul at th* aam* ttm* would 

bring about aoma rtform.. if not 
everything that h*. Taylor and 
Bailey felt waa needed 
-at leaving Middle Ground Win* 

lhari Thl* mlddl* around finally 

Vn^VhVn Vra.u'l af lha weak* *f 

with Ihtra WMWm tide* and da- 

>*y» an Ih# I—a matt loigertant 
Calbrtalh •••“•• bofaro IMawi — Maine and 
bar la cat pana’ano meat Oavidtan C*u«- 
in* Of lha *» raaldtM* m-ghl land !o aver- 
leak Ih# fa*l thal th* da>igatl#n 
gat tontidarabf* warit dan*. 

Among other thing* thry did 
war# to: 

• Safrguard the right, of coun¬ 
ty tcachart In ichoola annracd 
by th* etty 

• Ratamp lha county poRthm 
p>an lo tt* II In to Social Stcur- 
l«y. 

• Aulboriaa a puWk defender 
lor Davldst n County. If approved 
b* referendum. 

• Improve th* procedure* In th* 
couoty (*b aMaaaor a offlct 

• AuU-.orUo City Council ta In- 
craaaa appropriation* to th* g*»- 
•>al fund f*om 11 lo 19 mill*. 


Congressional Clown: 

through «*« Wh*i* Houi* si s rietption fivra by Pf.ildont K 
ntdy lor eiirabart of Ccn|r*«s Thof*d»y. Ho brought th* tncy 
t* a gift for tf« Pratidu-t'i daughiae. CireHaf. 
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Mr. Mohr 
C. D. DeLoach 


date: March g f 1961 


subject: 


SENATOR MILTO*^. YOUNG (R-NDAK.) 
INQUIRY RE JOHN BIRCH SOCIE TY— 



Senator Young called early this afternoon and in my absence spoke 
with Leinbaugh in my office. The Senator said that he and Mike Mansfield (D-Montana) 
had blasted the John Birch Society on the Senate Floor yesterday (UPI ticker attached), 
and the Senator said that frankly he had been amazed at the reaction. He said ’ 

right after the speech he began to receive criticism from members of the Society 
and he had had several communications which alleged that Director Hoover had 
endorsed the John Birch group. 


Leinbaugh told the Senator that this was a patent falsehood,that 
\ ^Director Hoover, of course, never endorsed any groups and most certainly would 
I I not issue any statement defending the activities of the John Birch Society. The 
r v Senator said he was relieved to hear this. He then added that members of this 

n organization had informed him of the assertion that up to 80% of the top people in 
the Department of Health, Education and Welfare are communists or communist 
supporters and that Mr. Hoover was the source of information for this assertion. * 
The Senator was told that this ridiculous claim had already been brought tolhe 
irector's attention and it has been promptly nailed as a complete fabrication and 

V V" 

\ / " Senator Young added that if at all possible he would deeply 

, [appreciate receiving a short note from Mr. Hoover regarding the above-mentioned 

Mr^at^ters and he was told we would be happy to comply with his request. 
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* The October, 1959, edition of the "American Opinion" publication of the 
^fjphn Birch Society carried an article by R. P. Oliver which article 

"contends that between 70% and 80% of the responsible officers in the 
^ e M0ftn®nt of Health, Education and Welfare are members or accomplices] 
of the communist conspiracy. (Memorandum attachedly c ,—r- 
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(Memorandum attached) 
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UPI-133 ♦ 

(BIPCH SOCIETY) ' 

WASHINGTON->SEN . MILTON R. YCUNG, R-N.D., AND SENATE DEMOCRATIC 
LEADER MIKE MANSFIELL, MCNT TCDAY SCUGHf TO PALLY PUBLIC OPINION 
AGAINST THE ULTRA-CCNSERVATI VE JOHN PIPCH lS CCIETY . WHOSE TCP OFFICIAL 
ACCUSED FORMER PRESIDENT EISENHUSHCR OF BEfNG A COMMUNIST AGENT. 

IN SEPARATE SENATE SPEECHES, YOUNG AND MANSFIELD DEPLORED THE 
ORGANIZATION'S GROWING MEMBERSHIP IN THE LAKCTAS AND MONTANA, ALTHOUGH 
YCUNG QUOTED A (TIME) MAGAZINE APTICLE AS REPORTING IT HAS ACTIVE 
"CELLS" IN MORE THAN 35 STATES. ONE NCRTK DAKOTA CITY ALONE HAS 
FCUP CELLS, YCUNG SAID. » 

HE SAID THE SOCIETY'S MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES "SOME OF THE MOST ABLE 
ANL INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN EACH COMMUNITYITS CRITICISM, HE SAID, IS 
LEVELED "NOT ACAIN ST LIBERAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS, BUT AGAINST MC*E 
MIDDLE-CF-TKE-PCAD, AND EVEN CONSERVATIVE! REPUBLICANS." 

SOCIETY PRESILENT ROBERT WELCH "HAS MADE ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE 
PRESIDENT AND OTHER TCP OFFICIALS FAR BEYOND ANYTHING THE LATE SEN. 

JCE MCCARTHY EVER THOUGHT OF." YCUNG SAID. 

HE SUBMITTED AN APTICLE FROM A CHICAGO NEVSPAPEP (NEWS) IN WHICH 
WELCH'S BOCK. "THE POLITICIAN," WAS SAID TO HAVE TRIED TO P D CVF THAT 
EISEKhCWER "IS A CONSCIOUS. DEDICATED AGENT OF Th£ CCMMl'NlSTS," AND 
HIS ADMINISTRATION "rrvTPr'H f| pv TPr.rr m^iikt c T paptv » 

MANSFIELD JOINED IN CRITICIZING THE ATTACH ON EISENHOWER, AND IN 
URGING THE PUBLIC TC "JUDGE THIS ORGANIZATION FOR WHAT IT IS." 

W YCUNG SAID THE SOCIETY hAS ACCUSED HIM "OF BEING ABOUT EVERY KIND 
SCOUNDREL, INCLUDING A COMMUNIST OR PRC-COMMUNIST." 

3/d--GE^O£P 
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■ Your letter of March 23, 1961, has been 
received, and I am pleased to learn that you are reading my 
book, "Masters of Deceit. ” 

Although I would like to be of service in . 
answering your Inquiry, the FBI Is an Investigative agency of 
the Federal Government and, as such, does not make evalua¬ 
tions or draw conclusions as to the character or Integrity of 
any organization, publication or Individual. I regret that I am 
unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this f 
connection either that we do or do not have data in our files 
relating to the subject of your communication. 

In view of your concern about the communist ,, 

menace, I am enclosing some material which you might like , \J } y' 
to read. ► ffX :y • 

Sincerely yours, 

3, Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosures (6) Cammumstepiusio&Cand Ddmocratjgfleality ■ 

-What You Can Do To Fight Communism .. -Youth 

IAn Analysis of the 17th National Convention of the CP, USA 
iSeries from Christianity Today • .. . • 

INOTE: Bufiles cpntain no-record on Sanders. 

NOTE CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
(XL . ~ r "’- er- 
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'NOTE CONTINUED;. V'. The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in ' * 

Indianapolis, Indiana, by Robert,H. Welch, Jr. , of Belmont, Massachusetts. 
It is incorporated under laws of State of Massachusetts;, is allegedly anti¬ 
communist;; has chapters throughout the country; and has not been investi¬ 
gated by the Bureau.' Welch and the’Society in the past have been 
'[ r extremely critical of. former President Eisenhower. • (62-104401) ' 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am at present reading your "Masters of Deceit" and am greatly concerned 
overlie future of our country. I vould appreciate your opinion of the 
John Birch Society, whose reputation has become questionable, and its 
tactics and method of combating communism. What organizations do you 
recommed for people who are interested in the welfare and the future of 
their country? 

Thanking you in advance for any information you may give me, I am 


JCoura truly 1 
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Dear 


Your letter ol March 17, 1961, hat been received. 


Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusion# as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I 
regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer In 
this connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our 
files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 1 regret that we are 
unable to furnish any Information concerning the publication about 
which you inquired in your communication. I would like to point out 
that I have not discussed the publication in question with the 
Honorable Milton R. Young. 

Enclosed Is tome material dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 

_ Sincerely you re, / 

f .V,"'- j _ * 

Edgac HcxhbC i 

; r- f K*' 
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iDirector’s speech of 10-18-60 
'Communist Target--Youth 
Expost oi Soviet Espionage 
17th National Convention & 3-60 LEB Intro. 
One Nation's Response To Communism 

See NOJE nest pagj Lr- / 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society ns fmte* in 12/8S in tedSttupoUs, todiam, 
fcy Robert IL fil i h, Jr., of Bstaate, Mm iehmtto. It la Incorporated 
wtot laws of state of Mamrtwtte; la aUsgndty ateted—tte; baa 
chapters through** the comiry; md baa ate boon terastlgated by the term, 
Waleb and the Society in the past knee been stereatety critical of forasar 
Pr e s i d en t Sisenbower. (62-104401) No record could be located in Bufiles 
identifiable with correspondent. Welch’s book, "The Politician," contains 
a vicious attack on President Eisenhower. No information concerning the 
publication is being afforded correspondent. Bufiles indicate that the 
Director wrote Senator Young 3-10-61. It is noted that the matter of 
"The Politician" was not discussed. 





, March l?th, 1961* 


J Edgar Hoover 

Director,Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

The present controversy regarding "The Politician" by a Robert Weld 
prompts me to write this letter to you. 

| I was informed that you advised our Senator from North Dakota, Milt 
R. Young that"The Politician" was published and later withdrawn from, circ¬ 
ulation. It would be very kind of youSir, if you would indicate the name 
of the publishing house which published the book and placed it in 
distribution. I am certain that with this information I can obtain a copy 


of the "The Politician'.'.. 

It would be very kind of you sir, to likewise advise me as to the 
loyalty of Welch's J ohn sirch Society . Theree has been much discussion re¬ 
garding it in the periodicals of late which would indicate seemingly that 
it could be a loyal group or a disloyal one. I am very much interested in 
anti-Communism and a study of the same but am fearful of associating with 
a subversive group, masquerading under the guise eil Americanism 

Your advice would be extremely helpful and appreciated. Thank you 

Sincerely yours 
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Your letter of March 20, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 


Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
Individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 


/ 


Enclosed is some literature dealing with the • 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

.. - 

T ' * Sincerely yours, 

'■ r r'. JL Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosurfs (3) 

What You Can Do'TQ Figh,t Communism 
Communism: Bitter Efteiny taf ; Re?i£&n . 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

X;-v. see NOTE next page 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no identifiable information re correspondent. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 


- 2 - 





4 


Malta, Montana 
March 20, 1961 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Parsons* 

Mr. Mohr. 

Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Callahan. 

Mr. Conrnd 

flJT—| 

MlF/ Evans. 

Mr. Malone. 

Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tnvel 
Mr. Trott-'r. 

Mr. W.C.CulU £ ■ 
( Tele. R —i 
i Mr. Ir*;rar.ib7 C 
Miss Gandy. 





Could you possibly tell me something about the John Birch Society whicl 
is supposedly an anti-communist organizatioIP55r-4rtre'73t^pbSe^fHrtghting 
communist. 

For the past several months people have been going through this part of 
Montana (and other states I imagine) signing people up, showing films 
and speaking about the good of the Society but I have been wondering if 
this might not be some sort of a communist "smoke-screen". What is the 
Bureau’s feelings about this organization. 
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March 28, 1961 


Tolson _ 

Parsons _ 

V. ohr__ 

Belmont « 
Callahan . 

Conrad_ 

DoLoach _ 
Evans 
Malons 
Rosen 
Tavel 
Trotter 

W. C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 

Ingram- 

Candy_ 
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Your letter of March 17, 1961, was received 
during the absence of Mr. Hoover from Washington, and I 
am acknowledging It for him. I know he will appreciate your 
generous comments. 

With regard to your request, I must advise 
that our supply of the publication you mentioned Is exhausted. 


Ti T- 

..I i..> C. . 




Sincerely yours. 


Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 
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1 - Los Angeles - Enclosure 

No record was located In Buflles concerning!" 


NOTE: 




61 ~ 14 * 3-21-61, which states that no Bureau 
pmlilcaxlorm'4#‘Miy kind are to be made available to the John Birch 
\ Society or to any of Its representatives, this In-absence reply Is 
1 belngfs^* Correspondent implies thlat. the "bookstore” is one 
] 'IflftlOtSCnedHlBOlt 118 Society. Last name of correspondent was verified 
1 in the telephone director; however, correspondent’s initials could 
lot be verified by telephone directory check. 
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March 17, 1961 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Just a word of encouragement and appreci¬ 
ation for the fine work you are doing for our country. Being 
a mere member of the John^feirc h_Society_which is under 
attack from our "liberal" friends I realize more clearly the 
difficulties and, yes, heartaches you have been through. I 
hope you will have strength and spirit to carry on. 


We have a small book store in a nearby com¬ 


munity carrying quite a bit of anti-communist literature and 
I should like to ask for 10 copies of your FBI Law Enforce¬ 
ment Bulletin, March 1960, or other material that might 
help in the cause of a Free America. (They have your book) 


With Sincere Best Wishes 
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-am ( *Avn'* -rrCD 
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March 27, 1961 
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Your letter of March 20, 1661, has been 
received, and I appreciate your interest in writing. The 
FBI prepared a detailed account of the tactics employed 
by the Communist Party, USA, in the California demon¬ 
strations, and I am enclosing a copy for your Information. 
This publication is the only data on this matter which 
we have released. 

Sincerely yours, 


CD 
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3. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: No information identifiable with] |was located 

in Bufiles. The John B$i)ch Society was founded In 12-58 in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. It is incorporated under laws of State of 
Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has chapters 
throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the 
Bureau. Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely 
critical of former President Eisenhower. (62-104401) *- 
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March 20, 1961 


Mr. ToIboi 
M r. Parsons, 

Mr. Mohr. 

Mr. Belmont. 

Mr. Callehan_ 

Mi irad 

“b 7 C ns ~- 

M*. *<i.one . 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 



Mr. Trotter_ 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Ingram_ 

Mhss_Gj l ndy_^^' 


Mr* J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoovert 

^There is an extremely aotlve growing group in our oonunity known as the John 
^Blroh Sooietv. Nominally they claim to be fighting Communism in Amorioa, In 
my judgment, they seem to be doing' the following Usings in the order of emphasis 
givent 

1. Collecting substantial dues* 

Making wild statements in regard to the immediate danger of * 
a oommuniat internal takeover in Amerioa. These include 
oalllcg some of our most conservative oititans and groups 
Communists and Communist dunes* purpose seems to be - 

to frighten people into .loining and into continuing their 
contributions to the organisation* 

The John Biroh Society members have reoently deluged the looal press with quota¬ 
tions from you stating that the student riots against the House Un-Amerioan 
Aotivities Committee in San Fr&nsieoo were "led by known and nameable Communists"* 
As an American oiticen, I believe 1 am entitled to an answer to the following 
two questioner 
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March 28, 1961 
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I have received your letter, with enclosures, of 
March 17, 1961, and the Interest which has prompted you to 
communicate with me on this occasion is indeed appreciated. 


For your information, the FBI, being an investigative 
agency, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 

I regret that I am unable to help you on this occasion, and I hope you 
will not infer either that we do or that we do not have data in our 
files relating to the subjects of your inquiry. I am sure, from the 
foregoing, that you will realize that it could not have been possible 
for a representative of the FBI to have made the statements you 
mentioned. '' - 

D Z 



Sincerely yours, 

j. Edgac boo®* 1 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent. Although Bufiles 
have not been searched for the various individuals, organizations and books 

ytfhV the correspondent,' it’should be noted that the John Birch Society 
anddtf inw.^^ia,lndianapolis, Indiana, by Robert H. VfekdR, Jr., of 

Massachusetts. It is incorporated under laws of State of Massachusetts 
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March 17, 1961 

Mr) U /J /s m 

J. Edgar Hoover.___— 

Federal Bureau of Investigation^^ 0 / S> 6 S (z. 

Dear Sir; ^0 L~f r ^ 


/ 


Belmonfl 
Callahan .1 
Mr. Con 
Mr. DeJ 
Mr. £vd 
Mr. Malone- 


Mr. Rosen— 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Trott.e/ 

Mr. V/.C.SdUfRan 
Tele. Rood 
Mr. Ingram- 
Mfss Gandy- 


Several months ago my/fnlsband and I joined an anti-communist 
organization, Th e John Birch Society , here in Phoenix, Arizona. 

We felt like tnis organization was really doing something worth while in 
combating communism. We have had the utmost respect for the leader 
Robert Welch. While we realize that any group actively fighting them 
will be smeared or called names we are quite concerned over a state¬ 
ment we heard last evening. The statement made was that "the F. B. I. 

.1 did not approve of the John Birch Society because it was too radical" 

I and that "Mr. J. Edgar Hoover did not like or approve of Mr. Robert 

II Welch." 

My husband and several others in our chapter of the Society, have bought and 
are showing nightly "Communism on the Map" and also "Operation Abolition.' 
We have purchased many copies of "Masters of Deceit" and sold them or 
given them away. 

We are giving of our time and money to this organization and would like 

I to think we have been on the right track. If the statements I mentioned 
earlier are true please send me any information you can regarding this 
society. I would be very grateful for any advice you’d care to give us. 

Sincerely, 

. / /*/ 
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ENCLOSURE ^ 



The Author 
Dr. Fred C. Schwarz. 

Australian Physician 
and Surgeon, began In 
1950 to alert the tree 
world as to the de¬ 
signs ot The Commu¬ 
nist Conspiracy. In 
1953 the Christian 
Antl-Communlsm Cru¬ 
sade was formed with 
a tine Board of Directors. With him now 
ia a fine staff and hundreds ot support¬ 
ers. The CRUSADE Is a non-profit, tax- 
deductible organization which fights Com¬ 
munism at many levels through educa¬ 
tion, information, evangelism, and dedi¬ 
cation. 

Thl8 Is accomplished with—Antl-Com¬ 
munlsm Schools—Seminars and Clinics— 
Neighborhood Study Groups — Radio 
Tapes and Films—Literature Distribution 
—International Programs providing dedi¬ 
cated Nationals with knowledge and tools 
—Lectures In Churches, Schools, Clubs. 
Military and Civic Groups. 

Personalized 

You may procure these pamphlets with 
your advertisement on back cover—$12.50 
per 1.000 postpaid. $2.00 per 100 reg. cover. 

Order From 

Christian Antl-Communi9m Crusade 
P. O. Bo* 6422, Houaion 6, Texas 


COMMUNISM—A Disease 

Address given by Dr. P'-edSchwarzot 
Sydney, Australia, before the combined 

Houses of the Texas Leplslature 

Reprinted from the House Journal, 
Fifty-Sixth Legislature, Hegular Session 
Austltn, Texas, March 25, 1959 

Dr. Fred Schwarz was escorted to the 
Speaker’s rostrum by a Committee of 
five Members of the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. 

Speaker Carr presented Honorable 
Robert Hughes of Dallas County who 
introduced Dr. Schwarz to the House 
with the following words— 

Mr. Speaker, Members of the House 
and Distinguished Guests: 

Today it is with great pleasure that 
I have an opportunity to P"**"* j® 
you a distinguished gentleman, doctor 
Ind lecturer. This man is fromAmtm- 
lia He is a medical doctor who, some 
years ago, left his profession because 





he learned, first hand, of the dangers 
of the Communist Ideology. He has 
spent the time since then going al! over 
the world to bring this danger to the 
attention of everyone who comes within 
the scope of his magnetic personality. 
He has addressed the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, the National War College, Cen¬ 
tral Intelligence Agency, Congressional 
Committees, and many other organiza¬ 
tions and groups who have come to 
recognize him as an authority on this 
subject, and I think that this House will 
do well to heed the message brought to 
us this morning by Dr. Fred Schwarz 
of Australia I give you Dr. Schawrz. 

(Dr. Schwarz then addressed the House 
as follows) 

Mr. Speaker, Representatives and 
Guests of the State of Texas: 

You can confer few greater honors 
upon a citizen of Australia than the one 
you have conferred upon me today; 
the privilege of speaking to the repre- 
sentatves of your vast, uniquely gen¬ 
erous, and hospitable, sovereign State 
of Texas. 


■ I am, by profession, a physician and 

a surgeon; concerned with the preser¬ 
vation of health and life. Communism 
has already killed many millions of 
J people and proposes to kill many mil¬ 
lions more. Therefore, by definition, it 
is a disease. 

I 

It is a three-fold disease. It is a 
disease of the body, because it kills; 
y a disease of the mind, because it is 
associated with systematized delusions 
not susceptible to rational argument; 
and a disease of the spirit because it 
denies God, materializes man, robs him 
of spirit and soul, and in the last 
I analysis, even of mind itself and reduces 
him to the level of a beast of the field. 

The disease of Communism is mak¬ 
ing fast epidemic progress and we are 
I confronted, not merely with the pos¬ 
sibility, but with the probability that 
at present rates of expansion, within 
a generation it will have consumed the 
entire Earth. 

The most essential feature in the 
, treatment of any disease is accurate 




diagnosis. We have a saying in the 
medical profession: "It is better to 
have the right operation done poorly 
than the wrong operation done very 
well.” If the trouble is in the appendix, ^ 
you can gather the world’s outstanding '| 
surgeon and he can admit you to the I 
very finest hospital, gather together 
superb assistants in nursing and anesthe¬ 
siology and together .they can do a ^ 
perfect operation to remove your gall 1 

bladder. That operation may be the 
verv finest ever performed, but it does 
suffer from the minor disadvantage—it 
will not cure your original appendicitis. , 

It is quite obvious that our treat¬ 
ment of Communism is a colossal 
failure! -1 

The enemy advances from strength to 
strength The free world retreats. The 
area of freedom continually shrinks. ^ 

Every move that wc make is appar¬ 
ently unable to halt this advancing 
force! I would like to ask the question: 

Is it possible that our failure in this 
struggle has rested upon an inaccurate 
diagnosis? If we diagnose wrongly we 


are certain to treat ineffectively. What 
is Communism? 

I am a salesman of a very simple 
idea. This idea I find very difficult 
to sell, and I have never been able to 
understand why. It is no hard to sell 
the idea that the football team desires 
to make touchdowns, that the library 
has books in it and not groceries; that 
the hen lays eggs and not grapefruit. 
But I find it tremendously difficult to 
sell the idea that the Communists are 
Communists; that they believe what 
they say they believe; that their organi¬ 
zation is the organization they outline; 
that their objectives are the objectives 
they proudly proclaim. Once wc take 
the simple step of acknowledging that 
the Communists are precisely what they 
say they arc, the entire mystety vanishes, 
and their entire program derives a pur¬ 
poseful integrated unity that is not only 
comprehensible, but is almost mathe¬ 
matically predictable. 

Nikita Khrushchev recently said 
“anyone who thinks we have forsaken 
Marxism-Leninism is crazy. That won’t 
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happen until shrimp learn to whistle!” 
What is Marxism-Leninism? It is vitally 
important that we should understand 
precisely what this alleged science is. 

To put it very briefly, Marxism- 
Leninism teaches that there is no God; 
that men and women arc animals de¬ 
void of soul, spirit, significant individual 
value and continuity of life, and that 
the human animal species has been 
divided by its economic environment 
into warring classes and that the basic 
dynamic of capitalist society is a state 
of war which Marx called the “class 
war.” The basic doctrine of Marxism- 
Leninism is simply this: Wax is uni¬ 
versal. This war is between the two 
classes—the proletariat and the bour¬ 
geoisie, as they were originally called. 
The proletariat allegedly represented 
the class of labor; the bourgeoisie rep¬ 
resented the class of property owner¬ 
ship. Between these two there is a 
permanent, tmceless state of warfare. 

Now according to the Communist 
theory of Marxism-Leninism the class of 
property ownership controls the state 
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government. You gentlemen and ladies 
represent, according to Communist 
theory, the mechanism by which the 
bourgeoisie enslaves and exploits the 
4 working class. On the other hand the 
t proletariat generates its higher com¬ 
mand, the Communist Party. This war 
manifests itself as war between the 
Communist Party and the government. 
Now according to Marxism-Leninism, 
i the Communists did not declare this 
war: they did not even necessarily de¬ 
sire it. They simply recognized it and 
recognized their historic duty to con¬ 
summate it in victory. Originally this 
war is within, a state manifesting itself 
as war between the Communist Party 
and the Government. With the progress 
of history, Communism has come to 
power in the name of the proletariat, 
in Russia, in China, in Eastern Europe; 
, the bourgeoisie remains in power in 
America and in associated countries. 
Therefore the class war has transferred 
itself from the national to the interna¬ 
tional plane. The fundamental doctrine 
of Marxism-Leninism is that Russia 
and America are at war; that China 




and America are at war. The war is 
universal, trureless. It embaces every 
facet of human life. The weapons of 
this war are multiple not merely the 
traditional weapon of guns and bombs ** 
and military science. Trade, language, 
cultural interchange, sports, arts, edu¬ 
cation and religion — everything is a 
weapon in this class warfare. War is 
universal.! 

% 

Since the basic Communist doctrine 
is that Russia and America are at War, 
what do they mean when they talk 
ahout “peace" ? There is no word in the * 
Communist lexicon used more frequnt- 
ly than the word “peace.” Wherever 
Communists are gahered you find the 
word “peace” displayed. They have 
“Peace” movements, “Peace” prizes, 
“Peace” festivals—the dove of Peace is 
their symbol. 

Now since war is the present state 
of being what is “Peace"? Most of you 
think the Communists are hypocrites, 
that they do not genuinely desire peace. 

With that I cannot agree. If you took a 
Communist and gave him a lie detector 


test and asked him if he desired peace 
with all his heart, he’d pass it with 
flying colors. They live for peace: they 
long for peace; they yearn for peace. 
Peace is the golden day of their dreams; 
the fuffillment of the yearning of their 
hearts. But what is “Peace”? 

During the war against Germany 
and Japan didn’t you long for peace? 
When I ask normal American citizens 
if they desired peace, invariably the 
answer is that they yearned for peace 
with their whole heart. I ask “What 
was peace?” They say “Oh, the end 
of hostilities.” I ask, ‘Do you include 
the end of hostilities in enemy vicotry?” 
They reply, "Oh, no we had to win 
it." Peace, by definition was the end 
of the war in American victoy, not in 
defeat. The Communists believe that 
they are the historically ordained class 
that is to consummate this class war 
in world Communist victory. By defi¬ 
nition peace is: Communist world con¬ 
quest. Since peace is Communist con¬ 
quest, every act that ministers to Com¬ 
munist conquest is peaceful. If they 
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shoot you, they take a peaceful gun; 
they put a peaceful bullet in your war¬ 
like brain; they give you a peaceful 
death, and they bury you in a peaceful 
grave. When the armies of the Com¬ 
munist Chinese advanced with tanks 
and guns and bombs and bayonets, 
littering the field with dead, it is the 
advance of the forces of Peace. Peace 
is wonderful. When Khrushchev or¬ 
dered the Russian tanks into Budapest 
to fire into the apartment buildings 
reducing them to rubble, entombing 
men, women and children, in his heart 
he was confident that he was consum¬ 
mating “glorious” peace. 

The Communists can use the word 
“peace” with total sincerity in their 
own sense. We interpret it in our sense. 
And we are the pathetic victims of 
their deceit. The Communists are not 
hypocrites. If they were hypocrites our 
task would be infinitely simpler. A 
hypocrite can make a bargain; a hypo¬ 
crite can be appeased. The Communists 
are so totally committed to their pro¬ 
gram of World Conquest, so totally 


committed to the concept of the uni¬ 
versality of class war, that they have 
crossed the borderline of sanity and we 
are dealing with paranoic mentality 
bevond the reach of logic and reason¬ 
able appeal. 

This class war is universal. From it 
every term derives its definition. Lenin 
proudly proclaimed that Communist 
morality is related to the class struggle 
—ithcre is no such tiling as good—there 
is no such thing as evil—there is no 
such thing as truth—there is no such 
thing as falsehood. Proletarian good is 
that which ministers to Communist 
World Victory. Any act that assists 
Communist Conquest is by definition 
“good.” Any act that advances Com¬ 
munist World Triumph is by definition 
“peaceful.” And any statement that 
advances World Communist Conquest 
is by definition “true." 

The Communist never tell lies in 
the interest of Communism. If a state¬ 
ment is in the interest of Communist 
advance by definition it is (the ‘truth." 
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Heie is an example of the Co / ninu "'f 
trulb—proletarian i 

they are deluging the world. This i i> 
magazine put out in English by North 
Korea The major part of it is given 
over loan alleged 

bv Communism m North Korea. A 
near the end, we have a page entnled 

£ S- 'r si * 

photograph, <* bodta tto Ign* 

yys*?* 

they call the bourgeois truth is this. 
When the Communists retreated u» 
North Korea before the advance of 
General MacArthur they took with 
them all able-bodied personnel. Hut 
h™ who belonged u> Ae »«■ 
worthv class and who could not son 
the rigors of the northward J° urnc ^ 
they simply massacred and put the 

bodies into mass graves. Thes * 
old men, pregnant women, moOtertof 
vei’Y young children, etc. ) 
disinterred one of their own mass 
tTves and are accusing the Americans 
5 this crime. Listen to what they write. 


"Mankind remembers the shocking 
atrocities the Hitlerites perpetrated in 
the concentration camps in Majdanek 
and Oswiencim. 

' Recently another case of atrocities 
bv the American murderers which ex¬ 
ceeds in its cruelty the atrocities by the 
Hitlerites was discovered in Korea. 

“In a shaft of the Rakyun Mine, 
Jangyun County, South Hwanghai Pro¬ 
vince, some 800 dead bodies were 
discovered. 

“During their temporary occupation 
of Jangyun County during the Korean 
War, the American murderers rounded 
up miners of the Rakyun mine and the 
peasants in the nearby villages and 
put them through severe torture. Then 
the American devils kicked the tortured 
miners and peasants into the shaft 100 
meters deep. 

“In the shaft corpses were piled up 
on top of one another, and the torn 
pieces of the bodies bore bullet holes 
and scars made by the bayonets. Many 
mothers had their babies tied on their 
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backs. The shaft presented a most grue¬ 
some scene, 

“Honest-minded people can not but 
hate and condemn the American Im¬ 
perialist murderers whose lust for blood 
knows no end. 

“Funeral services for the murdered 
took place in the Rakyun mine in the 
midst of children’s crying for their lost 
fathers, old women wauling over their 
dead sons. The people's enmity and 
curses upon the American devils rent 
the air. 'Avenge us of the American 
imperialists.' This was the cry of the 
800 murdered. 

"But even at the moment in South 
Korea, the American murderers are 
slaughtering our brothers and sisters. 
This we can not tolerate. 

“American cannibals, get out of 
Korea immediately.” 

Tell a lie, make it big, repeat it 
often, and the majority of people will 
believe you. It was Hitler who said 
this. The Communists have translated 
that concept into a vast science of 


Ko' e nST • rUlh u Thc tra « edv « 

r , P °P e ,n Hie uncommitted areas 
of the w.rid will sec and believers 

hears t’hl° r f ^ ° ne that reads 
hears the true story of thc shooting 

down of the unarmed American Trans! 

port Plane over Soviet Armenia by the 

Communist fighter planes. M 

Be not deceived—evil communica- 
tions corrupt good manners. When we 
rea| IZC thc vast distribution q{ n ™ 

htcia .ure m every country of the World 
we get a Httle insight i„ to why T 
American Vice-President and huswife 

the^R St ^ n ° d u nd Spat u P° n ^th of 
ne!«^ 0rd f r ’ why 1)16 An,eric an Embassy 
personnel recently had to flee in BoX 

from raging mobs. The haivest of Com 
mumst lies is being reaped and frankly 
Hie apparent pregram of the S 
vor d, which seems to be to provide 
electric light in these backward P coun- 

can^r t !? t the Co,nniu nist literature 
can be read, scarcely makes sense to me 

S, sr,r p ' osrams *>°» zz. 

levsly. Everything i S a weapon Com 
mumst ideology crowns the Ugliest and 



most evil of characters and acts with 
garments of virtue and beauty. 

Never was this brought out so ef¬ 
fectively as in Khrushchev’s speech on 
Joseph Stalin. Khrushchev revealed 
much about Stalin in that speech, but 
he revealed a great deal also about 
Khrushchev. Most people missed its 
point entirely. They think that Khrush¬ 
chev condemned Stalin. He did nothing k 
of the sort! He depicted Stalin and 
finally commended him. Khrushchev 
said in effect, “Stalin was a murderer; 
he was not a reluctant murderer, but 
an enthusiastic murderer. He enjoyed 
murder. He got a thrill out of the 
torture of his own friends. When the 
Jewish doctors were arrested and ac¬ 
cused of poisoning Zdanov, the Com¬ 
munist leader, Stalin called in the man 
responsible for examining them and 
indicated the type of torture to be given 
to each one. He gave three fundamental 
rules for getting the confessions: “Beat, 
beat, and beat again.” He said, “If you 
don't get a confession by this date, we 
will shorten you by a head.” 
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Khrushchev indicated Stalin was a 
stark, raving, madman. “When you went 
tn to see him in the morning, he would 
look at vou and say, ‘What have vou 
been up to? You’ve got a shifty look in 
your eve today.’ You never knew 
whether you would leas e as his friend 
or under armed guard to be shot.” Then 
he finalizes as follows, “Don’t misundcr- 
stand me. Stalin was a good man. He 
was a Marxist-Lininist. He did these 
things as a Marxist-Leninist.” I n the 
class morality of Marxim - Leninism 
•Malms personal individual idiosvn- 
cracics were unmaterial, Stalin is the 
man who set up the educational pro- 
gram m Russia which today is gradEat- 

scLtht? asT aS - many en ?' ncers and 
lentists as Amenca, and, when their 

Chma program matures, will gradute 

ten times as many. Stalin is the man 

that h UP th L e ‘ r Sl,bman ’nc program 
hat has brought the shadow of impen¬ 
ds doom over the l ives of every one 

Guff ?u m “ SI ' CS Punched from the 
. f .?/ Mexico; Stalin set up the r 
scientific program; Stalin otganized the 
of CM,., Stalin^ organised 




the infiltration of every institution of 
American life. Stalin deceived the 
American and free world statesmen; 
Stalin brought them to the very eve 
of World Conquest. 

■ A few generations hence when Com¬ 
munism has triumphed and man is 
being remolded according to ,the Com¬ 
munist goal and universal haptness 
covers the earth the name of Stalin will 
be honored and revered. 

The tragedy of Communism is not 
merely that it murders; it makes murder 
a moral and a righteous act. When 
thev denv the foundation of civilization, 
our Christian heritage; whim they deny 
God, and His creative and redemptive 
love; they destroy the very foundations 
on which our individual value is built 
In its place, the cold scientific morality 
of mathematical statistics emerges. 

When the Communists have con¬ 
quered the world, they will be left with 
the residual capitalist classes whom it 
is their duty to destroy. This is their 
proletarian moral duty. 
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A few years back the American Com¬ 
munist party would openly acknowledge 
that having conquered this land, they 
would need to put to death one third 
of the American people. This is not an 
act of punishment; neither is it an act 
of revenge — it is the fulfillment of 
Marxism-Leninism. An act whereby the 
surgeon takes the scapel to cut away 
the diseased social tissue that the new 
and Communistically perfect may come 
to glorious flower. 

Wc are living in an era of great 
danger, of vast peril; an era when the 
very future of our children is desperate¬ 
ly menaced. 

Communism is tho literal fulfillment 
of Psalm XIV. “The fool hath said in 
his heart, There is no God. They are 
corrupt, they have done abominable 
works. There is none that doeth good " 
Emerging from this bottomless pit of 
Godless materialism, captivating by a 
glamorous vision of a regenerate man¬ 
kind, utilizing the perverted religious 
fervor of youth, and every scientific 
method, this torrent is sweeping the 
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Earth, and Freedom stands menaced 
and home and children stand in mortal 
peril, and the challenge to every one of 
us is this: “What contribution can I 
make that tyranny may not triumph and 
liberty may not perish from the Earth?" 

I submit that to every individual 
motivated by love of Freedom, Christian 
philosophy, dedication to home and 
family, and love of country, every other 
issue has become secondary. The simple 
question is: How can we mobilize every 
spiritual, ideological, and moral force 
we have to halt this Communist ad¬ 
vance across the earth? 

The Communists say that victory is 
certain—certain for this reason: “We 
are the product of our economic society. 
Capitalism is in its dying stages. It has 
created us without survival value. We 
are so selfish; so shortsighted; so in¬ 
toxicated with entertainment; so con¬ 
sumed with our own immediate, per¬ 
sonal objectives we will never have the 
honesty and intelligence to understand 
the evidence, or the courage and dedica¬ 
tion to do what is necessary to survive." 


Is your life; is my life; an argument 
for or against the accuracy of that Com¬ 
munist thesis? As the great men'end 
wonderful women of your fine country 
come face to face with these dangers, 
you have the unique responsibility* to 
lay the foundation on which liberty 
shall triumph and tyranny shall fail. 

I would like to finish with this poem: 

Where the northern ocean darkens. 

Where the rolling rivers run 
Past the cold and empty headlands 
Toward the slow and westering sun, 
There our fathers long before us, 

Armed with Freedom faced the deep 
What they built with love and labor 
Let their children watch and keep. 

By our dark and dreaming forests, 

By our clear and shining skies. 

By our green and ripening prairies, 
Where the Western mountains rise, 
God who gave our fathers freedom, 

God who made our fathers brave 
What they built with love and anguish 
Let their children watch and save. 

Thank you very much for this great 
opportunity. God bless you all. 
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Your letter of March 21, 1961, with enclosure^ 
u-' has been received, and the interest which prompted you to ^ 
write la appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations pr draw conclusions as to the 
character or Integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not Infer In this connection either that we do or that 
^ we do not have data in our files relating to the subjects of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed Is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest.^ t 
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Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar 


To Is on _ 

Parson*_ 

Mohr_ 

Belmoni __J 

CalJohan_ 

Conrad __ 

De Loach_ 

Evans_ 

Malone_ 

Rosen__ 

Tavel _ 

Trotter i 
W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingrcm_ 

Gandy _ 


/ Enclosures (5) r\ 

— v ^v i t 1 Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality \jJ) 

r The Communists Are After Our Minds- jig/ / 

l cfa ■ One Nation's Response To Communism rl|VA— 

* — Expose of Soviet Espionage 

r/ 17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Intro 

ullivanN^LA " - 

Room see NOTE next pagg^ 

-~p,2 xwr^ mr t ::: 

SAWtlcl* (3))i- V ^ 


• - 'A ‘ 




% ’>'■ - Si PH '61 



b7C 


Letter to_ 

O 

NOTE: The John Birc h Society founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., ofBefihont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 

Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. | jis well 

known to the Portland Office. He broadcast^ strongly anticommunist program 
on radio station KPDQ and sells numerous pamphlets and holds periodic 
meetings in Portland and Salem. He sponsors the Freedom Crusade, and ^6 
postal authorities in March, 1960, were questioning the legitimacy of the 
non-profit organization mailing permit used by his group. The Portland 
Office has had several com plaints about t he violent nature of publications 
disseminated by this group. | 


"Great Decisions" is sponsored by the Foreign Policy Association (FPA). 
We have not conducted an Investigation regarding the FPA. Its alleged 
purpose is to carry on research to aid in the understanding of the foreign 
policy of the United States. During the summer of 1960 a Fulton County, 
Georgia, Grand Jury handed down two presentments against FPA's operations 
in Atlanta. We have had numerous citizen inquiries relating to FPA and 
our replies have been generally that it has not been investigated by the FBI; 
therefore, no comment could be made regarding it. It is believed, however,, 
that the above reply is more appropriate in view of the controversial nature 
of the FPA. A recent issue of "The Tablet" clai med that the FPA wa 
aiding communism. This article pointed out that l 
connected with the org anization and that another frequent contributor was D ' 1 
Emil Lengyel. f t was the subject of a Bureau investigation which was 
discontinued in 1955. She has been described as pro-Russian, procommunist, 
and apologist for the Soviet Union. Dr. Emil Lengyel has been the subject of 
prior Bureau investigations and has been active in communist front activities. 


was 


b6 


















Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Attn: Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 
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I would appreciate your help. I am enclosing 
two articles on two different anti- communistic organizations. 
Both seem to be under some suspicion as to their true nature. ^ 

Is it possible for your office to let me know/ 

if they are communistic inspired or supported? 

It is frightening to the average citizen to 
know what organizations to support to fight Communism and yet f 

we must do something to combat it. <v ✓ 

QjL - /t)l{ 4/®/- % !b 

a i I will appreciate youtj advise. & 

VI |L I ^ _ uig Qfl J 
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P.S. Do you have any information on "Great Decisions" which is 
on TV and thru study courses. Thank you. 




Name umfasion Suggests 
Freedom Crusade Change 


By WILMA MORRISON 

, "Freedom Crusade,” the name 
of the evangelical anti-Com- 
munist group headed in Port¬ 
land by Walter Huss, will be 
changed. 

Huss announced a contest to 
select a new name to an audi¬ 
ence of about 200 persons who 
turned out Sunday afternoon 
at Franklin high school to 
launch his previously an¬ 
nounced "Freedom School." 

He referred to recent news 
( reports of his troubles in get- 
! ting permission from the city 
I to conduct an $80,000 fund 
1 drive, and said the name 
change "is fostered by certain 
forces being put upon us.” 

He said, "Legally we don’t 
have to (change the name). We 
can retain it until Jesus 
comes." 

Along with questions raised 
ebout the goals and methods 
of the Freedom Crusade move¬ 
ment here, there have been 
protests that the similarity of 
the name with that of the Cru¬ 
sade for Freedom is mislead¬ 
ing. The Crusade for Freedom 
is the agency that conducts 
Radio Free Europe. 

Huss blamed the protests on 
forces "working against us” 
and added: "We would like to 
own the newspapers. We wish 
we could own the radio and 
television stations. Then, per¬ 
haps, we could give the people 
thethings that would help us.” 

Speaker at the Sunday meet¬ 
ing was W. Cleon Skousen from 
Sit Lake City, an attorney and 
a former FBI agent who is now 
field director for a private in¬ 


vestigation and information 
agency, the American Security 
Council. It is supported by fees 
from member businesses. Skou- 
sen's brother, Leroy B. 
Skousen, Is the Portland attor¬ 
ney for Huss and his Freedom 
Crusade movement. 

Huss’s request to Portland’s 
solicitations commission for a 
license to conduct an $80,000 
fund drive was held up when 
officials of the Oregon Council 
of Churches protested what 
were said to be inflammatory 
attacks circulated by the Free¬ 
dom Crusade organization 
against the council, its member 
congregations and other agen¬ 
cies including the World Af¬ 
fairs council. 

-Huss was asked by the city 
council to bring in articles of 
incorporation and bylaws. The 
articles of incorporation were 
subnutted to the council last 
week and referred back to the 
solicitations commission for 
decision. 

The Freedom School "class¬ 
es," as distinguished from the 
night "rallies," will be held 
through Saturday, March 25, 
daily beginning et 9:30 e.m., 
in tne U.S. Plywood Room of 
the Memorial Coliseum. Climax 
of the week’s program will be 
a rally Sunday, March 26, at 
3 p.m. at Benson high school 
auditorium. 

Some of the speakers sched¬ 
uled to appear during the week 
are Robert C. Morris, president 
of University of Dallas, Texas, 
former chief counsel for the 
senate internal security sub¬ 
committee; Howard Kershner, 
editor of an eastern publication. 
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"Christian Economics," and 
author of one of the books and 
pamphlets displayed at the 
Freedom School Sunday, “God, 

Gold and Government.” 

Others on the program are 
Capt. Richard E. Barnes, re¬ 
tired navy captain who repre¬ 
sents the Christian Anti-Com-; 
munism Crusade organization 
headed by Dr. Fred Schwarz, 
with headquarters in California 
and offices in Houston, Texas; 

Donald Jackson, former con¬ 
gressman from Southern Cali¬ 
fornia and member of the 
house committee on un-Ameri¬ 
can activities; LL Comdr. Wil¬ 
liam Deller, Everett, Wash., 
speaker on Americanism and 
anti-communism; Dr. Tirso Del 
Junco, American Board of Sur¬ 
geons, educated in Cuba; Rev. 

Leslie Millin, head of Freedom 1 
Foundation of Canada; Fred W.j 
Beuchner, west coast manager! 
of Walston & Co., San Fran-; 
cisco, columnist for North 
American Newspaper Alliance. 

Financing of the Portland! U« own acUyitns and 

"Freedom School" (a by a $10' - those of his organization, he 
adult registration fee and of- sa ’ < t conduct semraars 

faring* taken at the ralliet, w J h f. rc t 'd l!r P«°Pj® are m . te ™ st ' 
Hun Mid, ed." H!e said he goes into a 

. , ,, town, appends one or more days, 

. a ^ wei- r- ( L? ue j^ 0 J? s ’ appeart before volunteer 

told The Portland Reporter groups and in churches, 
there are other "Freedom; _. . , , . ... 

Schools” being held around the'' , Tl ?°" material li supplied to 
country sponsored by other or-* * oca ' *® a For example, the 
ganJzations and by Joted groups, rent Freed o m School 

_® V inoorhot anrf rUtt InctnirMni 


some calling for l&s of as 
much as $75 for two oLys. The 
name "Freedom School^ Is “not 
so much a name word as it is an 


speeches and class Instructions 
will be taped and made avail¬ 
able for use elsewhere, he said. 

The Portland “Freedom Cru- 


adjective," he said. "It simply- sade," he said, is not an organ!- 
indicates the type of school' rational part of a structural 

it is-~ — - I national organization. The ap- 

pearance of speakers on his 
I “Freedom School” program 
I here and also on the programs 
| and in the literature used by 
| other “schools" and move- 
; ments, such as the John Birch 
j society, James Hargis’ Christian 
i Crusade Rally, the Christian 
1 Aim-Communist Crusade, and 
others, he said, derives^ from 
their common purpose—^Nert- 
in i citizens to the necessits^pf 
a grass-roots fight against Com¬ 
munist infiltration. 1 
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‘ Birch Group's Red Charges 
Termed Fabric of Falsehood 


SANTA BARBARA, Cal, (AP) 
—The chief executive officer 
of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., says that 
the John Birch society is wag¬ 
ing “campaigns of falsehoods 
against the church.” 

Dr. Eugene Carson Blake 
said the extreme right-wing or- 
ganizaiion is engaged in a plan 
to smear leaders of the Presby¬ 
terian church and the Na ional 
Council of Churches as being 
^sympathetic to communism. 

“ He called this "bearing false 


witness." The Los Angeles 
churchman, the Presbyterians' 
stated clerk, told members of 
the Presbyterian church of 
Santa Barbara: 

“I challenge this congrega¬ 
tion to wake up to what is hap¬ 
pening to you under the guise 
of anti-communism. A free 
church with a free pulpit gov¬ 
erned under constitutional law, 
along with a free nation pnder 
a free constitution, is the best 
resistance there could be 
against COuUijtiiiist totalitarian¬ 
ism. 

“Don’t let j^ur Americanism 
and your Presbyterianism be 
corrupted by those who would 
substitute a fuhrer principal 
for our free society.” 

The John Birch society, 
named for a missionary killed 
by the Chinese Communists, is 
a group which claims to fight 
Communist infiltration. Among 
prominent U.S, citizens it has 
termed to be Communist dupeS 
are former U.S. president// 
Dwight>D. Eisenhower, Harm' 
TYnpffil and Franklin D. Roore- 
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received. 


Your letter of March 22, 1961, has been 


The FBI Is an Investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and does not evaluate or draw con¬ 
clusions as to the character or integrity of organizations, 
publications or Individuals. In view of this, I can assure 
you that the statement you quoted was not made by a 
representative of this Bureau. 




MAJLED t" 


MAR 2 9 1961 

COMM-FS1 


Sincerely yours, 
J* Edgar BoOHBE 


i ‘> Memphis 
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NOTE 



Bhjiles contain no record on [ 
waf$t) 0 }indecFJn 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana 

of Bhlaiont/'Aiassachusetts. It is incorporated under laws of State of 


a 


The John Birch Society 
y Robert H. Welch, Jr. 



Massachusetts* is allegedly anticommunist; has chapters throughout the 
country and has not been investigated by the Bureau. Welch and the 
SocietyTn the past have been extremely critical of former President 
Eisenhower. (62-104401) 
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March 22, 1961 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director- 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

As a new member of the John s no. 1«t-.y f j have been amazed 

by a recent article in The Nashville Tennessean which twisted 
the intentions of the Society until an unknowing reader would 
believe we were Fascist, Radicals and were using the Society 
for financial gains; which is not the least bit true. 

The most damaging part of the article quoted a FBI spokesman 
as saying the John Birch Society was "irresponsible but not 
subversive' 1 , and that many anti-communists are tied in with 
the society for the purpose of making money through speeches. 

Mr. Hoover, If the above statement was made by one of your 
spokesman, and if it be true, then I would appreciate your 
acknowledging this fact. If this statement was not made or 
was misquoted, you will be doing us a great service by setting 
the records straight. 
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Tour letter of March 21, 1961, with enclosure, 
has been received, and the interest which prompted you to 
write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to 
the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. In the light of the foregoing, I can assure you 
that no FBI representative made the statement to which you 
refer in your communication. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. S' 

Sincerely yours, 




Enclosures (4) 


jL Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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SelPHU^frctfrgjGju'isUanity Today , 

One Nation^ JteBftohse to Communism \ ' y- 

^ 17th Natural Convention CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
C ■ Soviet Espionage v‘v v . 

^ ' HQQM 

^ NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with corresponde 
V / Enclosure was an article regarding the John Birch Society which 
ippcwitaiagd-rinformation that an FBI spokesman in Washington had stated that 
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the group was irresponsible but not subversive. 

NOTE: The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been Investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Elsenhower. (62-104401) 
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March2T7T»bT7 


The Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation - 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 


I enclose an article from the Nashville Tennessean of 
March 19, 1961. Can you tell me if this article is accurate in its 
summary of the position of the F. B. L on the John-Birch Society? 

With kind regards to you, I am, Sir, 

Yours very truly. 
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Birch Society Has 200 Members Here 


»nn»>ty -tw Polil d»n" I* a Inurhy *ub- 
W#n*r i»c> ie*rly who uMl i * t>*a read 
•• l«u» II «»«••*» 

Pu;*r> ■ Th. Ael.4;e.Bn‘ mim>i 
’•JJ* »» <• w*lh the jehn Birth (• 

Ollv'f tl „. || Ml ariiud tili'l IM 
t*c>ety fuvwdad. It *«• 

I'tiDi ap<-*ene «Mlh 

• 'I think Ntlaon K»eh*fo\l»t h*-« woth'ig »• da wlh tha 
la dellr.ltaly committed t<> to- 
I«K to mi ha tha llntud Snt»« a , - . 

m* at a «r<>wari(j awiaiiit Coined Reugnolion 

*T?*?.i* ' ^ "' ,l h <h» goofty'a f»r*l 

tl R4rh*»d , rM _ 

Iha 'iilgnatloa of iha anllra 

■*Sm ” T — 

' T*. >tory ol lh« Franklin 

t.*rritad» ' ' •»'>» * Ao'lll'M »c»Crl'l*« 
-•nr«5R «r »» t-UIH I lad <-t*u ii» a «-<t 
a paranoial "*c I'uil-ira-n.au wn<y «•» ac'ivr 
ii iha sh*r>!*t Mt naked ihat 
1 i* n»m» r.'it ha u.f'l bveAuaa 
Karl f and clh*t- Woahvltla mam- 
6*r» ar* Mt parvanal frliiida. 

Thd FmivVlia rhaplrr »M 
founded laai May Am-mg lla 
m»uik*rt vara aom. of Frank¬ 
lin • bcit-hr.owo ri|ii»n» Thay 
iatrfldarrt lha Soeifty an adu- 
tAilnnal farutn At any mpailng 

- — a mtitlbar in’liatd Hoover'a 

Sen JUtr* Mailt it of tMctlL" At ar.othrc 
rirttinj a men. bar yr-«vrued a 

C aar aa foreign a’d. •huh 
f if It appoia* 


| Than In lha fall, the mmitwra willing ta a:crpl my laadtubip Aa i 
raid about Th* Politician* anyway. la a 

lh#> »/Ma CVrlth a*arrg lor If 

ha topic* el tha book Tha Don » AlfTOyl Agree emu 

H w ii.ivtf w« »iii tirtv- im 1^4,^ hata *.» 1h*» do lora 
Itad etNcnc U>* fkaytar mem- Bu , at*a»a M»»* <• l|n Welch hit 

kna fn OcloOtr lha rharUr , pnyon. | HMI alba 

ktaad formally 10 d.ahand Thay „,y. „*t - K ,r1y „^ 0|! , n 

lUr rnr.iv i a Ullor from - Bul V didn't <,.t. with with 
U eh Mvlne ik«y wouM want W# ,. h wl , y.au^f wouldn't ^ 
krb in whan thlr«» B*t *oro*. titt lht Satiny Den 

U| of Good' « E V , » ******* lh » Tj 

P, J T™, , . . !lorlr 1 1 a runenl national jmt . 

r^t ^ ,0 brl,U **">" >*»• lmytafhnt.nl 

Ld, .n ^ra h ih D u. romm^ *f HtUI J-.U*. EaM WAfTai. 

Mbl to »t«r» abaJt rostlttu- -a .at at a«aaie — in-unht -mu 
i«n.' the Krankltn otia aaM. •„ M> , J||, «Via (hay fimt |« ,e l 
knew ny Ulando In II »n ha.rd tltul H may a. aurjir.rad 
-thekltr ata atnctr* a»«t P«- ba'ero I,,),- ^a aaitf at tha •«- 
"‘ ,l< pttchmant campaign. . 1 

-lt.it w r- ml «H»tt -a. a III alia »u» lMVn3'.» rrtllfal P'* 

•atp d I'HMUt kwroit «t .h. eo.tli*al ».»•• of a V.a 
'• trha oylmer.p and out opln- dtri in Cnlvtrtltj- |.ntfaawr. Dl “• , 

n* ned •» B»: our tVt eouMn » Ataty UUttMn. *hO r«enlly "TV 
raw a lino belwaan ftabarl naH,clpa>«S In • dtMW Oh tha , 
/.trh. the author af Tha ivmi- ftauaa Uo-AtAarlean AflUHIfa . “ 
an. - and ROkorl W*I«T>, tha Cnnvr.Mea wl-.h a Sor.tly chap- b -** 
u.uaar of tha John Blteh Bo- u, u»dtr. William Builtn Jr. 

- ..» U.t tV’aale-liwftr Mawae, a •• 

Pi retyifrtae atudeat canlar al 


•y PAT AW06RI0H 

T HE John Birch So¬ 
ciety. *n organiialion 
who«« founder conaidera 
both Dwijrlit D. Ei»en- 
bower end Fr*nVltn D. 
Roosevelt traitors, now 
clhSms more thnn 200 , 
members in Nashville. I 

Tbfad ro a ai b 1 i a many df 
ahaa art wUrly-koown. wilt- I 
aduentad and conaarvall>a. 
ac'ta In varying dtem* with 
fha mor* canlrovaralal pollUcal 
ludgTBirat e< Itobeil W*Kh. lha 
Mataaenuicttj bwaiufitman “h« 
founded th* SocUlT In IMS 
nut thay ayAUMly near* 
TVatcb'a aiam natBlng lh»l lh*y 
bava only »%w rhalrr»-lO ateapt 
b<» laaSttabiy cr *ln a »a»y f«w 
yrata you ami. b» fotr*. bd a * 
voiles aJI U Iho ovalMtnanca 
of a Caasraanlat alavo PUI*." 

VCoat Meal mamba ro would 
agria «1U> Morlie P. Oavla Jr, 
an aitoroar and formor dta»a 
UyUlalar. who aotd laal titii 
*1 fiauo baa- ala'mad akaul 
tha iuiwimi C«mmu«i«m haa 
had. and I fall iha Sae'al. waa 


Dnjilia Ibaaa aaowed guala. • P»»-ldanl John 
»uk wbirfi f«» Aomeana would Mh«n a S<naiort 
differ. Uta Sooifly haa r»cyIrwJ flaothar * ’ itooga. 
an latryaaine amount of drill- »i»a poat-n-ivtiiM 
tltm. not BBty m -Naaktllla bul n»k waa a Camfnui 
nationally- Brpiema Court J 

• An r»l UKkmiin Id * **?*'' ' - 

nvaihir.floa aal4 lam nitk Ibo « t « rp *' aephnmsr* 

»’OI baa bain 'tookioa lnlo“ u 
l.ritiaa of Ut» aociaiy Ha acid 

band on what tt bapwi, iha 
*111 Wcutd reararianaa tbe aod- 
rty aa -iri«i>o<uM)t( Mt net »ub- 
vrro.u* fla aa'd many yr^ftw 
tonal anlhCoemgniaU tra tlad 
In atia thi aorltiv lu» tha yur- 
l"K mt making monay Sbrcagh 
aprrentt 

• US. !•« Millan R Vavng 

(Nap M.Ol lad lha San, la 
Walth -liaa mada aftvfai'ana 
aai'*at Iha (awwir Praaldpnl af ' 

ina Ur-tad BtatM far bayard " 
anything fltg lau Ban- Saa Me- Real Bombihel * 

Carthy aval lhaugni •»." H. „a, t u>ieh a r. tl iwmbahaba 
iddtd -To lahai lam* af our |„ pr'i.ir.an a pn- 

maal loyal and dadltatad >•*( ! tolaly rlreulotyd VXf yaai *anl- 
aa Coitimun-ita ptaya right into y ra >o whlfb hrtamy guMle loal 
Iha ha-da Of lha Cemmu/tlain.' aumratr whtn » 5-f-t<» ..i-rohyr 

• National new. analyat Kiln -fwtiatad'' Walett by ahaunng It 

Savaiald <oll#d Iha Botlaly to a Cbteoga naw»paparm»u 
"Main Btreii MtCaftkylaei' aed iVrirn at tnt ilmr »o» in 
•Old III minabara “tannot undu- CMrayn tufj^ttin: I:” S-"r 
aUAd that 1 hair i«n Iradara ora Galdealrr’a HrUa far iha R»eu‘u- 
no! roni«r»a’l'•• bul anll-Coo- Ilian prrr'Jr IUI n.mtritllon 
ptllunoDal radical** Tba foils w ng M a dlrvri qustA- 

• a gwUHcaiiy ronaarvatlr* Uon from Tno Peiitiflon • 

Vondirtnlt liol»or»U* proleaaor Whtl* 1 too think that Mil 
naid i-o feund In WalSh'a writ- Ela*nlt«»rf I* a Comntun at . 

in|« -rlrmant. of F.a<..i*i • and ha. barn for » tear* Inn '(j 

npintro i» Uatd Mtsaly en goi- r\ 
Shoraeif CrWchm frml rlrcumnoncM of hip con- It 

otto pwn W' u. Auc, pci.t niy rum brll.f ihat 4 

Tna al.aryrti CfUieMnt ol ina Dwlgbt Clwnhowar «t a d*Ar 
Sorialy Mi Van diraritd at tha cal ad. eenactoui ayaM nr iha y 
polUltat apHtlona Wrleh haa a«- Commvnllt co-taglracy l» tvt*»f > 
p.audrf In nla i*c h«t* "Ihr on an ateumulallnn of drullrd n 
8'ua Ucet* ard -Tbo Po'Ulrlao' a-^drrea to aalrnalut tap K ffl 
fn “Tha Blut BPoV' which ptlpakfa tnat || iwn to mt lo M 
ondnaitr w»* a tpooch w.i*s put imi convicttoe boyond any P 
made wbO* org»nii»ng Iho «» r*aoo-ahla doubt K 
tlaty, h* aoid. Walph fuetbrr »rliu af Ewan- ID 

a praaldonl Roott'.H aad howar . . lhafo la enty «no P 
Cro Grarg* Mafoball ware pwaalblo wurd lo ducrlba hi* pur- N 
gulUy af -pldlfi tiAndaluratod poaca and actlODO. Thai word lo |y 


•r Tha u>u« Soon,- w«ieh 
•>a (ha Saclliy lo 6a a 
lonnlilhlc body' which “w|H 
ycraia urvfrr eompfataly at** 
vahtailt* rantroi at all lavaU." 

Pacyla will yflls tha f.oc'aty. ha 
•btcioar thay haflaua In *n» 
-m) wnaf I am doing ahd afa 


Vania* MU. 

Editor A fiend* Debole 

Thomao J Anderaoa. editor 
of Varm A lunch Viayai'na and 
a mtmbor of tha S«tt*»)'* no 
ttannl OOUOCH. allaodtd irta.d*- 
botr Whan luuarton u u rlv- 
IPS 61» vtawa on the Mouaa Un- 
Afnrf.caft AcMitltfa Commitl** 
AltCrraon roa« to bit <*al and 
ahauted. arrordtng to wit«aaa*< 


RED CHINA t Public {.1 

improve relations 
LEGISLATURE. A lon| 
jottmment .... 




j»jmo oi unnMii j< 

•»»•! ran 01 »Jooj, N - n 

««iw.|0tri hjuooj Viimj»v 
till—0*003 «<1| u| uoip> r.wiu 
•u« je »■*#*•> rifvit )• t| yjs 

•ft ja i»(iarea m 

l«it • au.n 
f 1 ••}*■» PIMlje ~it *UI 

It Usaidna Jvinnm*i)\u mu 
*r MMMi r»jr n e.awu.tn t0M* 

•' XU *11 It niefairp 

„ »*«oa *<0 «I B*n 

•oj*.io K n > H , )• ,.«j 

•l«u> p»imn» i|<m Xa.1 UJ po,n/ 

■** V' p “ v *■!»»« 

JJ »»»* «*VI cir* dm J.in 

Capita. , ' u ‘* v » <*l« *H lo« 

. J'.v _r.or»»j»ko»« H 

Prottord *'*• •>** 

•' »••*- ^V- ‘ ** *w . 
Tba-ade*. McOretb «ba had 
tkl'telad b‘«-*r* •• (IfWRia #>•• 


Miar.upuoJ rp put 
•«» o| H n *k* J» •**»■! »«U- 

'•>MIUBMO iMIimu timer 
s»uoib am of uMii u, 

|N •*-■>?* y, 

\f« inoBiteudim da*# sioq 
""«! “1 «J nivrn •lu.u 
|» r»..l»»UM», 
>iUd«J»4 «M.J 

ImageHiv^ 

#, MAC XM»I» 

A fter etching the 
Devlddon CouolT leg¬ 
islative delegation per¬ 
form for the pa»t7S d»y«. 
the people of thU com¬ 
munity should tjeve 
learned one leeaon went 
u u ebn**» 

•a*n»if«a d«ne "h** u "T*y* 


»“*H p*wj 

leiUll « 4*4 )r*>] 

-r*-r» *e ri"»H» 


*ie»l put uawifttM, wailliuni 

tSr^mz *? ,u> 1,1 (••pi 

Zjj't ,, »»<w*r eu.it.«o a*|(» M « ino U t| , 6o , .... t „. 

• —i «. him W a“ii- 


3U|io*«i *o p«d 

)• «U||*>I >01 uo;m|iiar se>j 
.itn.rrw.-e Ja u*,»,ni, ry. i*,,, 

<J *»•"'« W*»i .UiUltW.t 

•«IQ - J«i| |u( .| I U 

W®> «H» J« «*•! oo iweo'pw* 

• i*riannau »ja »u«n. ^,a« U ja 
•“****« •• l"« >ojo • «v »>ia« 
job a.an Xa<n >aj o-j ^ i 
*»l <r>oj* *iin-« tMAi»| >«j) ia*« 

' owajiao uaiav-Maoi^r 

•HJ l*«i taaj a<p i| j«m< 

Mooo »m u t « |tW j » M , *, , -0 

•w»o»ao)»*»P 

ObTffc* 4(5 ■» "«» » VV ' 

ulj nil *4 If' 
• dacltlon. JatMa Uttad •»«*■ i^o 
i.UBhE.na «U* a Da»»«*oa Cau» 
if coalraalor »Sa 0*4 Jaera 


. .Miowti 

"" >*l|OI |»» w m> y „.. a ,, 

V““« —» • «<. M ;,„ 

tal l iaya>|# w• <a 

‘* #M ■*«•“ »'*» 

»o*|#> M>. v - *««a« y«a, ylrM 

"* t l|a«>g 

*U MMOMiaa »<■• , , 

;*'• im ,„7 .' 

•«.iaa^ m-I-oi P-» 

WO||"«-<«**e ,m H.HMt! 1 

^laTOtaaiK^loa *"A * Ca*»>*r I 
HaWnaoo »*«P w f- Wlcrtar I 
-u oat llrwiy rOWOHIrt tiarr 
•if Kctihir %■%» Ptp Tkcoll | 
M. SKn.ar- 

Wtalar wmalaO to r*Jaa t«« 
ottiax* IMbu *o Ui* pr*J*al 
pinttaa ao Itv* fl* p<rt«r« «o* 
an pacaloot «aol4 ** poU 
SOrlvar «» laiar«*t*4 la 
»orfclf»« aO| a compromlt* Mai 
*a<U allow ptnaloaa to ba paid 
tut al Ml# •*«»* turt »««*4 
bun* ahaut aoaw ttfortr», l! ooj 
*.tm»in« that I**. Toplor a»e 
JUM») f«K »u iw*d»d 

M<ddl« Ground Wlm 

Th« mlddlt rraood nn*il|T 
waa a at- _ , 

At t mtll a* (•* »*#>•• of 
• raalaa. aaWM*| •»<•« »"4 *•- 
tail it Ida Iwl mom Intpartml 
Iiimu bifara *•*•"* — *at/a a«4 
poamot w i ll Oavldtaa Cava- 
Ip rtlUltU ml|M (ltd It »»*»• 
ltab 10a »a«| *►>*! diltf** 1 *" 
at* aa<itidt»a*»a ward Jam 
t Amor.* atKir lhir|* lb«r did 


Too Mo«y CooVi . . 

And Uio »Mar AMdi* waaa'l U»d 
cnlp *an adaWlaf h-J •»«. Clip 
Ceantflsaa Aubrap OttUm. tb# 
NMdl Door nadir for W*f»* 
U<o Waal. *u trrathrr. 

•mvraday. far rtaaplt anrr 
tt>* drlifailo* bad can cu rad. 
A'lio rterlatd a pttor.t call fraoi 
Qlllta> at t»>a dnipaUna brad- 
auartaia In Utt Marnsittco Haiti 
AlMn laid Olllam ba taald «al 
ult a ad la rail Wat breb al a«- 
alhar a«« la Ida bait*. Allan 
• ban la" |b # *ta4aat<*ar* raaat 
tad 'atlrad ta a prlaala raam 
tthara *\* dltrwttad tba daft 


...» it am - 

....» >». ... . 

Ha IlnaUr had to br UhrO fra«i CMnn ,ltm«Bl la dtfrtl Iht kill 
tba capital And tant berba Tbt Ditpllr all of iWa b»»amr. 
naol dap ba apptarid in food |a» brat tiampla ol Uamabtra 
thapt a m M aaof to tba Uftrla- 0# j brim able •« »" !>*•>•■ 
lure ill paoar a( *1 Pililt* Ihlnbloa Mnwi Ihop art oow 
Hr P Hrrbarl Jonr# dldol Ut oiuud to rpa«»o' **•«>» «"’• 
ana cammiimtnl black Ms Irora out dwttnc tbr Ital-mlnuU pao- 
rrakiof aootbrr eppOMla to tbr t.nn hiula 

f'^l- . , . Pintmtn and Pa“lt *«*»c»3 

Jvnta elAOrd » pltdaa la «atr’ alapad ■!!" Iba liwmilf 

poo Uitn Hut »hrn It (Ml a|t j alfbt. net laa*><^ 

do«o to U>a wtfd. ha oaa ifea |H , , , H# Uwn>tbt># wial 

___ . BM> »M «» oou afOlnat It front bo*a la WM. ww 

r*t»u attk 0 ‘itna tm aouaiy- rnt> aai to iha miIioi'WTi 

. *«. wa-w ^ iSi KS ss at 

yarrrsatsrs ^E 4 *^aao, 

Ihrlr rafuaal la ifN an a Mat- oH.ala act aapwar TbU %»•* lifti Ibd >«»" 

n b*n. yoonf Altar i"adr a irt- to allotted a ** • ***** . •*. ** 

unglm aooriranca In CUP maap valaran Capital Htn «V iiraman poUrt oaUbdaf ramoi t 
rirnerU ohtra ht ptriad ttrttra Narmal'p tbr tactile- Ift-ncn 4uUf«Up MJd*Vd- 

wild aaaJauir lure oHI rial orrrMdt ona mim- A". Iba rod. Iha firaotr" And 

Ma,-r W^i and ®a»l hr at a dtlora.lan. potter .an Iba paopW -no had 

b.rt c7th7 m i l4y -PP^» Metro MtoipMr triad thr ua, thlAf t0 ta>>> to prw'l<l »ft<m»- 
V^SnllZrTKV* all Friday ohm ear oflla da'.raiea th. U»..lalo.i Onlp-bro 

'* IVTI rnia thIJ7 weiwTLit navH nat ( o atone *ub a hit SaadMI a! itj rntfdTal 

iSJ-tomV m^Lo Mtlua ,b * Xompiiu U.ic.l.n tbair approval 4KJ Iba P» 

tion ariupa u *iJ* P» <outd «ol maaltr Ihr or»r*»nrv ,^t n UlUUtara pair a«» pad 

•ftril 'am tnulrmfno' M ’'V** *® e* t% ,h * ,f • ' •“"* *‘ * U lf IbMt #■* 

G°f dirt Squirming art It fallH l*l lor at el p,.p.t bad 0-1 apprmrd 

On mat otcaaioo »han AlUa % onatitvttor.a) rrajo»*n would ha»« Pd"> «a panahin tdl 

tUKod CHp CounO« he threw hi* rtdron bad muatrud *0 «wer amrr J 
arm tivund CtHrm and aald. I wo dap* rarllar , ‘ , . 

wa*«a col them aoulnr-tm danaa drmaMlratrd a«a» on- OtHar CommilmdOtl 
no*.- dap lb# d.lMcgllp al ftllina la# r om»l,me«la IM 

Srvrrat dap> later, a* pobtu t.lat.o* paaiad wbaa d tawmdhtr ” r ,V^2m IWe7rt ^ 

protraia otoualad a-dr Iha Ira- Jm iMaV far bimaalf. r./iLVm r C a? Bailr? 

flea uard bp tba »•• AUrna U Aflrr an UUt hear ooecraalu T*,lor and Arp r C *p »» " 

block Metro Iba aVJar aU*b ba- dilvt lo crl a cH* ptnalon t i> Jr orrt r.mrwtiUd la a CbAOt 

c«pi« III a ad entered tba haapiUI paaatd llu !a«n»»k»rt alicropird btr of CawwuobO# romntlltr* u 


ifhd UlMinof# foilurd 


Stolvre of l*gnloioM 


□Inf up In dt'>r#alloo matllnr* 
•nti a aulr«c.r»l art pa red bp 
Me fathor will haoM *lbtr «tit¬ 
rate* for oianp ntfblt lo camo 
Kvan la Ihr Utt dap af iba 
Ldalilatuir, peon# Al*an »*• ••- 
av>ar ooeb rlaiamantA Oa M- 
dap naralnf ba utord a ruta- 
mtril to tba pore ao> 1 n| hr -a* 
■pooavd to Uia rewtr dlairlct 


Tburw 
It Thro- 


Congressional Clown: 

ihroi.|h Iba Wbiia Houet al a rrcoplioo *<«m bp Preeidam «f»- 
nrdp for reirnbrn ol Confrraa Thuiadap Hr breuphi th# tHcttJd 
at a r«< i*» tba PrCMdoal a d**aht*J. Caipfioa. 





























Toiaoft _ 
Parsons . 

Mohr_ 

Qvtmor.t . 
Cat.sKan 
Contcl _ 
DtLvo:i 
Evoa» s-fc 


TiOilrr -i 

W.C- Sullivan' 
Tata. R»«»_ 


j . x , -1 In response to your Inquiry, the FBI Is an 

Wlv- j ", Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
I' / , I' .such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as 
‘ - .Oil to the character or Integrity of any organization, publics- 
i ■ lion or individual. I regret that I am unable to help you 

and hope that you will not Infer In this connection either 
-.fi 'feat We do or do not have data In’our flies relating to the 

*- organization you mentioned. 

* . k . 

V Enclosed Is some material dealing with the 

. ‘ general subject of communism which may be of Interest 

1 ,to you. r 

1 


- — 


V*-oM 


Sincerely yours, 

... Edgar Hoover 


n Enclosures (5) 

' What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
(/k Director's Speech, 10tI8-60 ' 

3-6P UEB Introduction and 17th National Convention, CPUSA 
/ Corhrinmist Target—Youth 


Cocttrifunist Target—Youth 
iSeries from "Christianity Today" 
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TELETYPE UNIT dJ 




See NOTE, next page ../ 
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I have received your letter of March 16, 
1961, and I sincerely appreciate your favorable remarks 
concerning my administration of the FBI. 


“EC- 60 ■ f 




March 23, 1961 





Letter to 


NOTE: Bufiles reflect no informatton Identifiable wit h] | 

Robert Welch, founder of the JohnTHrch Society , an allegedly antl- 
communist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower administration 
in the past. He once stated he felt a group having the appearance of 
a communist front would be effective in attracting true subversives'. 






jl/^ 


Mr. J. Edcar Hoover, 

Feoeral Bureau of Invest*oati on, 
Wabhinbton, D.C. 


1*1 r. » »**■ 

9 - / Mr. Trotter_ 

** Mr. W.C.Sullivan 


Dear Siri 

I AM BECKIN 
AS SUSY AS 
FOR THE 



ME INFORMATION ANO HATE TO BOTHER A V rw^f r- 
SUT I DON'T KNOW WHERE ELSE I CAN TURN 
ANO BELIEVE WHAT I'M TOLO. 


V 


y 


THE JOHN BURCH SOCIETY HAS RECENTLY MIT this TOWN. I 
NEVER HEARD OF IT UNTIL ABOUT TWO WEEKS AOO. THE PCOPL 
WHO BELONO TO THIS SOCIETY LOCALLY ARE ARE VERY MUCH 
ANTI-COMMUNIST (sS I AM) SUT IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THIS 
PARTICULAR OROUP IS USINO MEANS ANO METHOOS THAT I THIN 
ARE JUST ONE S TEP AWAY FROM SUCH OR0ANIZAT I ONS AS THE 

K.K.K., Secret Police, etc. 

OUR LOCAL CHURCHES ARE SEINC AFFECTED ANO THE SUBJECT 
Has popped up into our school soaro election wm ioh will 
SC HELD VERY SHORTLY. 

From your personal viewpoint, is this society sooo or 

SAO&IN OUR FICHT TO MAINTAIN OUR FREE OOM S7 


Where can I set more information on this croup, perso 
I certainly don’t intend to join them in any way because 
OF THEIR TACTICS ON a LOCAL BASIS, BUT | WOULD RESPECT 
YOUR OPINION CREATLY 
NAT IONAL BAS IS. 


I MA 

V :■ 


. 1 * 1 ... ....9AJIMVR -DrfWlCAl- 


MAY I AOO IN CL08IN0 ,'THAT YOU AftC IN i 

Ht 9T PUBLIC SERVANT THAT THIS COUNTRY HAS HAD IN 
A YEAR* 


y \ 


• • f v *1 


YOURS TWO Uts-nP- 



19GI QZ ayyf 





























March 29. 198 1 


Yow letter at March 20, 1M1. 
received, end the Interest which prompted you to write ? 

Is appreciated. - 

Although I would like to be of service, the^ g 

s i■ -jnra sbssmssssi 


Enclosures (5) 

Director’s Speech 1 &- 18 - 60 ’ 

' Communist Target—Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 
LEB Introduction S J -l->60 & Aw 
JIOa/om Nation’s Response to Comi 

(SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE) 

, RWE-.jma/sak (3) 

um. lUwffl TELETEPE UNIT □ 


National Cojjjfcntion 


Rotes- 

Tavel- 

list tei —- 
e,C. Solti 

Tele. fti** 




'4 




3-28-61 


NOTE: Th«JotoBlfch8oclatyxraafouail^lta 12/58 to 

by Robert K. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, *«**•*““?_“*•“ 
under lew. at State ol Mn-ecbueetto; i. 

chapter* throughout the country; and han »*****■£““*!*!? ^Jrr 
Welch and the Society In the pant hew been HhMuly critteal ** 
President Eieeahoeer. (62-104401) 


No record could be located In Bufiles Identifiable with correspondent. 
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Hr. CdVahttf 


Very truly yours, 


COPY.hbb , 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FCDtlfU BUS CM OF IWESTIGRTIOR 
H i tto ivnir uc.r of justice 


J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover 


Hr. Conrad / . / 

" r |^W«vZ2!_ 

Mr/Evons._ 

Mr. Malone^__ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Hr. Tovel_ 

Mr. Trotter_ 

Mr. jones_ 

Mr. M.c. suit Wen_ 

t«1e. .cm __ 

Mr. ingrm _ 

Mias Holmes_ 

Miss fiend. _ ' 


I am very much exercised over the h ., o.T~ 

accusations made & by Robert Welch, - 

founder of the John Birch Society against our / 
^'? v ® d . f x President, Dwight Elsenhower. Since 4 ' 
nnhm? h * S . brother Milton Eisenhower have made no 
public statements denying these charges they must 

r a Ve £ eaBOn - Nevertheless, as a private citizen 
I don t know what to believe. Does the F. B. I. have 
any statement to make on this subject? 






P- 

-V f I 


o 


(D) THE JOHN BIRC H SOCIE TY-. (JBS) — SAC Letter 59-13 (F), 
dated MarEFTTO, iy597''s l et*'bvt background data concerning Robert H. 
Welch, Jr., a candy manufacturer of Belmont, Massachusetts, and 
his anticommunist campaign. SAC Letter 60-5 (C), dated January 26, 
i960, advised that in December-;* 1958* Welch created an organization 
called "The John Birch Society," the long-range objective of which 
has been summarized as "leas government, more responsibility, and 
a better world." 


Recently, a printer in Santa Barbara, California, advised 
he had received an order from JBS to print 10,000 copies of my 
poster, "What You Can Do To Fight Communism." The JBS also requested 
the printer to print an addition on the poster to the effect that 
this statement was being distributed under the auspices of the JBS. * 

We have advised the printer that the FBI has not given approval for ^ '■ 
JBS to reproduce the poster nor could the FBI approve of the addition it Z 
to the poster reflecting its distribution by JBS. t / 


In view of this irresponsible organization's attempt to 
capitalize on the FBI's prestige, no Bureau publications of any 
kind are to be made available to JBS or to any of its representatives. 
You should be alert to the possibility that this group may attempt 
to reproduce Bureau publications and distribute them giving the 
impression that the FBI sanctions JBS. Immediately advise the Bureau 
of any such information coming to your attention. Further, any 
requests by JBS to reproduce Bureau publications should be turned 
down. 


vs 


Very truly yours, 
John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




16 

WOT BECORBK# 


3/21/61 

SAC LETTER NO. 6l-l4 
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Mftrch 24, 1061 




Beliowil ■ _ 

Callahan - 

Coiiiirl - 

□« Loach_ 

Cmki - 
ualonr_ 

T Ov«l_ 

Toiler - 

».C. Sullivan 
7eJr. Xoaa _ 


Honorable Oon L. Short 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Congressman: 

I , 

Your letter oi March 20, 1961, has been received.,. 

While I would like to be of service In answering f ! 
the Inquiry from your constituent, the FBI Is strictly a fact- o 

gathering agency and does not furnish evaluations .as to the t 

character or Integrity of any organization, publication or 
Individual. For this reason I am unable to be of assistance 
to you on this occasion. I hope you will not Infer that we do or 
do not have data In our tiles relating to the Individual or * 

organization about which you Inquired. yf 

Sincerely yours, \ / 


NOTE: We have had very little; contact with Congressman Short; however, 
his wife, daughter, and friends did tour the Bureau in February, 1960, 
and Mrs. Short expressed appreciation. The John Birch Society was 
founded in 12/58 In Indianapolis, Indiana, by liobert H. Welch, Jr., of 
Belmont, Massachusetts. It Is incorporated under laws of State of 
Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has chapters throughout the 
country; and has not been Investigated by the Bureau. Welch and the 
Society In the past have been extremely critical of former President 
Elsenhower, (62-104401) 

OWB'.hmm / . (y\ 
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Congress o£ tbe ftlmteb States 

$ouge ot ftfprtaentatibut 

{Basbinglsn, 0. C. 

March 20, 19&1 


Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Juatica 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I will appreciate being advised IX you or yo 




'I Mr, BHm a± 

7/.!r. CnUAVna- 

Mr. C«*JWy£- 

Mr. nW 1 - 

Mr. - 

Mr. Mclonc—— 
Mr. Itonca. 

Mr. T>fo! 

M r.Jk* 



organization have ever run a security check on the John— 

f llrch Society. If so, may I be advised of your findings? 

I have received an inquiry from one of my constituents. 

It is my understanding that this is an ultra- 
conservative group, but for the record, I would like to be 
advised if you have anything in your files on the organ¬ 
ization or Robert Welch and other leaders. 

With kindest regards, I am, 

Respectfully yours, 

r~~ 
nSoN L. SHORT 
Member of Congress 

,■•'07 TR903I)Ba 
5>r I >; 1961 


NS. 
i ■ 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society was founded In 12/S8 In Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert B. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is Incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; Is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been Investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society In the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) Bullies contain no Information 
Identifiable with the correspondent. 


ENCLOSURES: 

One Nation's Response to Communism 
Communist Illusion and Democracy 
Director’s Speech of 10-18-60 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Series from "Christianity Today" 
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?-lohr. j _, 
Brlmoni. 
^"••thaa 
Q.-nrod . 


fr. T,v t , r 

’• • wlcor_ 

,r ' W.C.Sum«n 

Kona,_ 

‘J° rn * - 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


As a citizen interested in fighting communism in 
this country, I would appreciate very much having your 
opinion of the John u Blrch Society. There la considerable 
discussion in this area about this organization, and 
the stated purpose of same to fight communism. Membership 
is growing rapidly, and the organization appears to have 
stimulated considerable thinking. 

All publicity in this locale has been against this 
organization. This criticism has ranged from classifying 
members as subversives and communists to calling it 
ineffective. 


Would you please send any information you have 
available at your earliest convenience which would 
serve to clarify the purposes of this organization and 
whether it is worthy of attention. 


Youra very sincerely 










March 29, 1061 


"■"I_I . .. 

Your letter of March 21, 1961, has been received, 
and the Interest which prompted you to write Is appreciated. 


Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
Is an Investigative agency o! the Federal Government and, as ' ’ 

, such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the cn S 

t ■£ character or Integrity of any organization, publication or ~ 

i{ individual. 1 regret that I am unable to help you and hope that g 

you will not Infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
—1 inquiry. 


Si Sincerely yours, ' i S 

ijj J. Edgar Hoover I X 

TOtOTE: Buttles contain no record Identifiable with correspondent. V 
q The John~Blrch Society w as founded in 12/68 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 

—«y rtobert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It Is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; la allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been taWstlgated by the Bureau, 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely c^tlcajjlW former 
, President Eisenhower. (62-104401) No literate is Wfcig dent as 
correspondent is a member of the John Birch Society. 


Eini - 

Mfllase- 

Resea - 

Tevel_ 

Ttotisi-1 

V.C. Sslllvsa 
Tele. Reo« — 





J. Edgar/Hoover 


« 



.Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Bear Mr. Hoover, 

For years we have watched the onslaught 6f Communism 
and its increasing encroachment and effectiveness upon the 
nubile life of our country, in the last several years our 
insight become sharper having been whetted by good infor¬ 
mation and oainatafcing research. However this never seemed 
to be nearly effectiv enough. 

One day recently we were introduced to the Jphn Birc h 
Society. After careful consideration we decided to .loin. 

Since we have become members we have been very satisfied with 
the program and have felt the encouragement that comes with 
concrete action. 

Mow, suddenly, there is a major offensive leveled 
at the John Birch Society in a concerted effort to discredit 
and destroy the work of the group. At this point it seems 
necessary to reannraise our membership in the Society. 

We therefore turn to you and ask for you evaluation 
of the John Birch society as to whether it is effective, 
whether ’ t seems to have a stable and reasonable accroach 
to a viscious problem, and vbether the.leadership is indeed 
knowledgable and canable of leading dedicated cititens 
in'the fight against the Communist conspiracy. 

We will aooreciate anv answering information you can 
give us, and above all we want to thank you for what must 
at times 3eem like a lonely and unsolicited vigilance to 
guard our country from dangers both within and without. You 
are doing a fine job and whatever supoort 1 can at any time 
give you I would be most haDt>y to nrovide. 



Sincerel; 






.Vi *• 
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March 26, 1961 


ToUon_ 

Paiacns_ 

Mohi_ 

Bftltnont_ 

Catlohan _ 

Conrad_ 

DeLoacb- 

Evan* __ 

Malone- 

Rojsn_ 

Tavel -— 

Tioiter-^ 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room i 
Inqram — — 
Gandy _ 





^ ,j b7C 

..^CCfirrc^ 


I have received your letter of March 20, 1061, and 
I appreciate your generous remarks about my administration of 
the FBI and my book. Masters of Deceit. " 

While I would like to be of assistance, the jurledictlon 
and responsibilities of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. I regret that I am unable to help you 
and hope that you will not infer in this connection either that we do or 
that we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your % 
inquiry. I am sure from the foregoing that you will realize that 
representatives of this Bureau could not have made the statements 
you mentioned. 

* r- 

In view of your interest, I am forwarding, under o 

separate cover, several Items setting forth my views on communism 
which you may like to have. "* 


<V.? ? 


Houston - Enclosure 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoov«v • 

To Fight CStprtiuriism 


$ 1 ' 


V 

, / 

: J ■ 

V b7C 


use .-j wnat you ean do to r ignt uotpmunism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage . 

Communist Target--Y0uth 6 * 

Introduction 3/60 LEB & 17th Natl Convention CP, USA 
Series From Christianity Today 

NOTE: j^Bufilee contain no record of the correspondent. 


JCXccvx. 


rE: Bullies contain 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
506 Old Post Office Building 
Washington 25 >• D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


V 


Mr. CaUi)''Tm 

'Mr. Co ~ 
Mr. DpLt] 
Mr. Eva 
Mr. Malone. 
UiC Mr. R°sen_ 
Mr. Tave] 

b7C** r - T ™ 

. Mr. W.C.S 
Tele. Roo; 

' Mr. In^rj_ 

Miss Gandy 



~~^T 


V 


As an American citizen I am most alarmed about Communism in our world 
today. A fe*vorganizations such as the Christian Anti-Communism Crusade 
and the John^Birch Society, to name Just two of them, are openly- 
fighting Communism,or so it seems to me. There are many who are deliberately 
opposing these organizations and 6ay that they are "tool6 of the Communists". 

I have read your book Masters of Deceit and, through no attempt to be Just 
flattering, I honestly feel that you and your organization (F.B.I.)'are the 
only ones I can trust. Incidentally, these same opposing persons are in 
some instances saying that certain F.B.I. agents (we know these agents 
personally also) have said that the above mentioned organizations are 
"questionable". 

Up to now I have been convinced that these organizations were all right, 
but I most definitely do not want to give moral support or any other kind 
of support to them if they are "pro-Communist". People need to know these 
things or they become so frustrated over who to believe that they Just quit 
doing anything, which.in my opinion is Just what the Communists want all 
Americans to do. If these organizations are genuinely fighting Communism, 
should they not be given the support they deserve? 

»Can you give me any kind of an answer to my questions or can anyone? I am 
[desperately in search of an answer as are hundreds of us in this local 
community here in.Houston. 

Thank you for your valuable time that I've taken. 

Most. s1nr.prp1v vnurn. 



• . r r—r.. r -“0 

. .. W.i....... *. 
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^ Your letter, with enclosures, was received on 

Marca 23, 1061, and the interest which prompted you to write 
is appreciated. 



>* / 

» 


March 20, 1061 ( 



i . 


Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or' p 

individual. I regret that I am udable to help you and hope that ! o 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry* 

. ^ Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 

r . — S}< general subject of communism whieh may be of interest. \a ? 

St® a-' & y~ 


O 
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Sincerely yours, 

Us Edgar Hoovet 
<) 
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Enclosures 

How To Fight Communism 
The Communists Are After Our Minds 
Communism: Bitter Enemy of Religion 
Expose # of Soviet Espionage 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 

The John Btrch Society was founded in 12/58 In Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau? 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 


/■ 
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March i6, iybi 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


M*-. Tolnon .yJ 
Mr. -I 

Mr. WfWftL..- | 

Mr. Bafyiont_ 

Mr. Cb'^kIi&o 
Mr.,i'r>nxad 
Mr) 

Mr-tvi/is i 
Mr. Malone. 

Mr. Rov-n_ 

M>b 6 4 — 


&7c! 


ter_ 

Sullimn 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Ingram 


\s 


For several months I havy^tffieant to write 
you for information concerning T HE JOKNBIRCH SOCIETY . My 
[sister and her husband were gullible enough to donate one 
thousan d for a life membership in this thing with¬ 

out first attempting to rind out whether or not it is pro 
lor anti communistic. 

I have searched the enclosed material for 
clues, but I find that I remain unenlightened. May I please 
have your opinion in order to stop this sister's entheusiasm, 
in the even t that this .society is not what it appears to be. 

My sister's I I who was in the U.S. Navy un¬ 

til qjite recently, threw a regular "hissy" when he heard 
that his mother was supporting thisvsociepy—he called it 
"Communistic" and threatened to disown his parents if they 
did not immediately sever all connections with the entire pro¬ 
ject- 

I will sincerely appreciate hearing a repor %Tf 
from you on this subject at your convenience. . '* 


P 
,#/ 


f £oex 

N 

ii-K’ j'~. .-i"*' 

B11- c ^ 


Vrtv truly vonra. 
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Tolson__ 

Potion* .__ 

9«lmoni . -V 

Callahan _ 

Caorad _ 

DeLoach_ 

Evan* - - 

Mai on •_ 

Roaen ,_ 

Tavel_ 

Trotter_ 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tale. Room - 
Ingram _ 


Your letter o! March 15, 1961, with enclosures, 
has been received, and the Interest which prompted you to write 
is appreciated. Your concern regarding the menace of communism 
Is indeed understandable. 

«*• —. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI l$f 7 j 
an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, is sue H? -~ 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 3 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. { regret^ 
that I am unable to help you and hope you will not Infer in this ddft- _ 
nection either that we do or that we do not have data In our Uletl: v ? 

relating to the subjects of your Inquiry. ~ 

»—' 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the general o 
subject of communism which may be of Interest. Z 


Sincerely yours, 
UL Edgar Hoover 


IV 


Enclosures (5) jf 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 
Communist Target — Youth 
,,3-60 LEB Intro & 17th Nati^al Conv 
(See next page for Note.) 

RWE:plt t 

(3) * / ** 
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Series from Christianity.^Tdclay 
One Nation^tltVsponse to 
Communism 
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NUT^: Tho - John Birch Society was founded in 12/56 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by ivobert E. Welch, Jr., of Bekront, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Uassacfmsetta; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
“resident Eisenhower. (€2-104401) 

No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with corres¬ 
pondent Enclosures were two newspaper clippings from the''Memphis 
C ommercial Anneal.'' one concerning the payment of Mississippi funds 0 
to |of Circuit Riders of Cincinnati. Ohio , and a letter 

to the editor which correspondent wrote. 1 I is on the Special 

Correspondent's List but recently became hostile concerning a speech 
made by a Bureau representative which he felt was counter to information 
his group has been disseminating. 
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TRUE COPY 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 




b6 

b7C 



<D 


I want some information about The John Birch Society 
Inc - organized by a Mr. Robert Welch, - whose address is Belmont 78, 
Massachusetts Since I joined the society, a month ago. Mr. Welch’s 
pamphlet "The Politition" has been made known to the public - In this 
pamphlet he calls Dewignt Eisenhower a Communist, I cannot go along 
with any such thought - Please give me all information you have on The 
John Birch Society and Mr. Welch. 


There is a great deal of interest in fighting Communism 
here in Grenada, a town of ten thousand I want your approval or 
disaproval of some of the speakers that have spoken to us. They are 
known as the Circuit Riders (110 Government Place, Cinn. Ohio) 

The magazine Christian Crusade is published by them - Dr. iBilly 
James Hargis j | 

are a few that have spoken to us - These men charge fees and give 
out anti communist booklets - Many FBI reports and House Un American 
reports - also some of their own - Their talks deal mostly with Communisb6 
infiltration in our churches and National Council of churches- b7C 

We need to know the correct way to fight this menace 
and which organizations & men we can safely support. When a finger 
is pointed - people are upset (especially ministers) and say "Witchhunters-" 

I am enclosing an article | { to several 

of our leading newspapers, was lucky enough to have it published- 
"7 Ways to Fight Communism-” 



In short, Mr. Hoover, we need guidance in fighting 
Communism - the right kind of guidance - I am vitally concerned 
with our Country’s future- 


r 

Sincerely, ( 

. ' . 
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Lowman Receives 
Second Payment 

$1,354 Raises Speaker's 
Total To $3,824 1 

JACKSON, Miss., March 13.— 
Th« state auditor’s office dis¬ 
closed Monday that a second 
payment totaling *1,354 was paid 
by the Sovereignty Commission, 
the state’s segregation wntchdog 
agency, to Myers G. Lowman, 
executive secretary of Circuit 
Riders. Inc., of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Mr. Lowman has'beenlin Mis¬ 
sissippi making anU-Com'muntst 
speeches under sponsorship of 
■the state agency. . 

Previously, the commission 
had paid Mr. Lowman *2,470 for 
addresses in January. TTte latest 
1 payment, for his February ap¬ 
pearances, brought- -histotal to 
*3,824. 

During Mr. Lawman's Fcbru 
ary visit, when he fnade a pi 
pearances at the University of 
.Mississippi and Mississippi State 
.University, he was accompanied 
to Mississippi by Benjamin Git- 
jlow, an ex-Communist who had 
been purged from the party in 
11929. Since that time, Mr. Git- 
low has appeared as a witness 
Ibefore committees and has 
jmade public speeches 

Mr. Lowman made a series of 
(addresses in Mississippi recently 
under sponsorship of the Daugh¬ 
ters of the American Revolu-) 
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The Attorney General 
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iHrector, TDI 
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EsnOTtY ¥KOh. i^KAT( 
EhCilLlfiNG THE A3 


,ILTGN R. YOUNG¬ 
ISH aocurrg— 


S l or your information, Jssator &lftea K. Young called> 

7 s my office yesterday to make inquiry regarding the Jobs Birch »oclet>. 

The lenator a-ivieed that be and l*nateor IsCanefteW hah attacked this 
- ^ i^rojp oo the floor of the beasts ana that he had baaa amused by the 

reaction to hie remark*, fie said that following the speech, memoere 
oi this Society had ceatacted his oiilee claiming that I had eadorsed thit 
group. 

\zt The senator was told that this assertion waa a complete. 

• i— falsehood inasmuch as it was, ai course, outside cl my authority to 

• idr endorse aay group or organ 1 rattan, lie waa further told that I would not 

under any circumstance! issue a statement defending the activities of theco 
John tiirch society. 


7 


—; cr> 


£ 

CD 

CD 

s 

9 


u. 

2 

_i 

s 

v—I 

s 


o 

o 


<c 



s 



Tolaon _ 
Parsons . 

Moht_ 

Belmont . 
Callahan 
Conrad 
DeLoach 
Evans _ 
Malone . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 
Trotter. 


Members of this group also made claim to senator Young § 

that up to eighty per cent of the top people In the Department of Health, x 

Education and *. eltare are communists or commaalst sappoxtere and 
they said that 1 was the scarce tor this information. The Senator wa& 
advised dials' this rifttculous claim had been previously brought to my . 

attention and that tt had beea promptly labeled as a complete fabricetioe. A 

Ey letter of Inarch 1, 1661, I advised the Honorable Abrahoas, a. 
Bibleoff cf the above* reported statement which had beta erroneously 
attributed to mo. .... m .. I ' s \ •',/• 

Previous information was furnished to the Department 
concerning the John Btecfc Society by ear asemonadam dated February l, 

imcrxt\v»im ■ ■ 4 ,»W ^ ^ 
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Teputy Attorney General 

E UNIT □□ 

. rn .1 
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1 - Mr. Parsons fSent direct) 
1 - Mr. Belmont (g e nt direct) 
1 - Mr. Jones f^ ent direct) 
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(Sent direct) 
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March 31, 1061 ■ 


airtel 


SAC, Kansas City 


^ rT.Au . : :V: 


From: Director, FBI pT r ■ *;. ^ . 

’’LAWRENCE DAILY JOURNAL-WORLD” ™ 

LAWRENCE, KANSAS 


Enclosed are two copies of an editorial which appeared In 
ca ptioned newspape&on 3-16-61. The Item was called to the Bureau’s attention 
by f _ 1 Copies of her letter and 

enclosure, as well ds a copy of our reply, are also enclosed for your informa¬ 
tion. We have had limited cordial correspondence with her. — 

yo B ■ 

It Is noted that the editorial says that leaders of the John Birch _ 
Society I nclude my name among a group of Individuals they labeled as ”pure- 
TDredReds. ” While we have received information that this group has named . 
certain Government officials as communist, this is the first information the 
Bureau has received alleging that the Society linked my name wit h subversive : 
-figments. You should have a mature, experienced Agent contact } | 

J |of the ’’Journal-World” and ascertain his source of inf ormatidft b 

!> concerning me as expressed in the editorial. Be certainj |underr* K 

2 Stands that we have no Interest whatsoever in the Society and tnat our only : ^ 


b6 J 
b7C» 
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ex ncern is to determine the basis for the allegation relating to me. For your ^ 
In 'ormatlon, the Bureau's position in response to Inquiries concerning the - ^ 

Sc clety is that we do not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to^e-v ' 
“character or Integrity of any Individual, publication or organizatio n. Bureau ^ 
files reflect v ery limited contact with this newspaper. On 3-25-57J | JT 

\ I was sent a copy of the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin upon his i~_ 
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iptlon to reach the Bureau no-later than- 
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Dearl 


March 31, 1961 
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Tolscn_ 

Parsons_ 

Mohr_ A. 

Belmont ^ 

Callahan _ 

Conrad _ 

DeLoach__ 

Evans _ 

Malone __ 

Rosen __ 

T<n>el ^_ 

TrdUer_ 

W.CAShlllvan 
Tef*^Toom _ 

Ingram__ 

Gandy _ 
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Your letter of March 24, 1961, has been received, 
and .1 appreciate the concern which prompted you to write. 

Although I would like to be of assistance to you 
regarding your inquiry, the FBI is strictly an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government, and does not furnish evalua¬ 
tions or comments concerning the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. I hope you will not infer 
in this connection either that we do or do not have data in our files 
relating to the organization to which you referred. In view of your 
interest, I am enclosing several items which explain my views ob 
communism which you may enjoy reading. LO b 

hin 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoove r 


MAR 3 11961 
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Enclosures (5) vS 

Communist Illusion And Democratic Reality Christianit^^bday Series 
One Nation's Response To Communism Communism: TWBitter Enemy of 
Intro, 3-60, Analysis of 17th Natl Conv of CP, USA** ^Religion 

I fyNOTE: Bufiles contain nc^Jfg^jrmpt^j^glejipfiable.^L^i the'q^rfespondent. 
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J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Recently there has been a barrage of 
criticism, locally and nationally, of the 
"John“Birch Society". 

Please give me your brief, frank opinion 
of this organization as to its aims, 
methods, and patriotism. 

Respectfully, 





ATT t\t-O’I CONTAINED v 
ALL l>:i>. •* ‘.- t V ,., T vTTrn \ 

DATE - 
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J. Edgar Hoover, Director March 22, 1961 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

<o 

The John Birch Society , avowedly an anti-communist organization, 
nas Decome the center of controversy in Southern California. 

Interested as I am in Internal threats to this nation, I would 
like to know of either your, or the department's, opinion of 
the Birch group. 

Your cooperation would be greatly appj’eciated. 


Sincerely. 
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March 30, 1061 


kec-& 



Your letter of March 22, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

* / ^ 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as ' ~ 

such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as tojthe y 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or ^ 
individual. I regret that 1 am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 


Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 
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Sincerely yours. 

Hi Edgar Hoovor. 
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Yz a. 
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Enclosures 

Communism: Bitter Enemy of Religion 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr. t of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is Incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 
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Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVEI^MENT 


Tolson _ 
Parsons I 
Mohr 

/Jfllrontl 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 


Mr. Mohr 


C. D. DeLoach 


date: March 28, 1961 


y DeLoach •_ 
Malone _ 


/. S'' o 

- J‘f subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 







I I said that she would keep us posted. She,also indicated 

to | | that they have literally been swamped with requests for information not 

only from Congressmen and Senators but from the general public on the attitude of 
the John Birch Society. She expressed her own personal disapproval of the methods 
used by Welch and said that his type of activity is doing more harm than good. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


For information. 


1 - Mr. Jones 
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28 March 1981 


| Mr. To] son_ 

n Mr. Paraon TTj^ 
II Mr. Mohr_ Vjr 
I Mr. Belmon t *» 

| Mr. P..-, llahan_ 

fJLjjb 6 u-ad_y 

6/1 Mb / C^g_ 

I Mr. 7I«-.!an p 
I Mr. Bocea_ 
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J. Edgar Hoover, Esq. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25 , D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 





3 ing a copy of the letter I have at length mailed 
in form being a revision of the draft I sent you. 
I am doing this in accordance with my statement 
] and do not want you to take the time even to 
s letter of mine. 


I I deeply appreciated your acknowledgment of my last letter. 

I still hope the day will come when you will be led to do what 
Robert Welch has, no other man being yet available, tried to do, 
lead a blind, confused and ignorant citizenry into effective 
action. Your vast influence and absolutely unique position can 
make possible what no other man could possibly do. You are 
respected more than any other single individual for your knowledge 
of and your Bervice to the great cause of protecting this nation 
and its ideals from its Communist enemies, and I 'begin to doubt 
that anything lesB than your integrity and honored position can 
turn the tide. 
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Most respectfully yours. 
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through you, addressed to ! b md | | 

I | you being the.three men wbo would appear to he responsible 

ror the handling, toy the Independent 8tax-flews, your Pasadena news¬ 
paper, cf its attack upon Robert Welch aad the policies and neaber- 
ship of The John Blrcb Society. 

You ere newspapermen. As such you conduct your work behind a 
newspaper organization and its power, editorial and otherwise, which 
you feel protects you personally from those outsJ.de. You do not act, 
ever, on equal terns with your fellow citixen*. Therefore I, a citi¬ 
zen unknown to you, cone to you at your residence; wader' the guise of 
editorial policy you, if addressed at your office, could ignore what 
1 have to say. 

1. I deplore the conduct you three men have engaged in, designed 
to nullify the work of The John Birch Society, e group of Americans 
possessing true patriotism, by holding it, them end the founder of 
that group up to obloquy end scorn. The group you would destroy has 
as its coals accomplishment* as high as man can conceive, — in 
particular, the saving of this country aa a free nation. It-is 
significant that you:timed your efforts to destroy the work of that 
group to cqiocifa with Similar efforts by newspapers in JU>* dpgc}M 
and Bants Barbara. 

2. 1 believe the record ehovs that you deliberately sought, by 
unsupported implications, and by ignoring material facta, to poison 
your readers against Robert' Welch, impugning < his character end Judgment 
by indefensible editorials and columns. The bases of this effort by 
you three men have been, according to what you have published, written 
declarations -made by Nr. Welch more than two: years ago and your apparent 
disapproval, of his Judgment and views expressed at-.that' time. It is 
noteworthy that no evidence appeared,, so far aa I know, that you con¬ 
sidered, knew, or cared, to know with fairness and exactitude the bases 
of Mr.' Welch's .views or' Judgment aad what they are now in 1961, the year 
of your.attack. There ha* been no indication thst.you.know or have been 
Interested in learning anything about the knowledge he has had in the 
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past, vhlc& had made hie judgment* Bound, so often confirmed by sub*e- 
quent events. I do not know Mr. Welch personally; hut 1 have read his 
aagasine from the start of the predecessor of American Opinion . 1 
profoundly respect his past dedication to learuitg about the Coaasunist 
Conspiracy and the devotion of his entire life to the effort to awaken 
and lead those who care to work for the highest Interests of this 
nation and to save it from Caanmnist slavery. 

3. This Ban and hlB tremendous effort have by you three men and 
your paper been treated with subtle end contemptible writing from the 
cowardly position of newspaper editors, who wield a power of Incalcu¬ 
lable advantage over soy individual cltlaen by reaeon of their power 
to pick end choose and edit and'time Whatever appears. Although you 
have had The Blue Book, which reveals Mr; Welch's character and 
sincerity and devotion to the beet in human life, you have written 
and published not one word .of good about bln. 

4. You apparently decry the ways and means hie beat judgment has 
advocated for effectively and successfully opposing this nation's 
deadly enemies. That le your right, if so you are disposed. But you 
would damn Tbs John Birch Society sad all its members which are not Mr. 
Welch, ss bobs members have pointed out. You have deliberately end 
irresponsibly chosen to lead your readers to Igoore the fact that Mr. 
Welch and the members of The John Birch Society ere distinct considera¬ 
tions. 


3. 1 believe your record le one which cannot be justifiably 
reconciled with e sincere desire to serve the true interests of this 
country end its survival as e free nation dedicated to the ideals that 
moved Mr. Welch to act as he did. You have been completely negative 
toward that action and have Bought to destroy its effectiveness, with¬ 
out the slightest visible effort to serve the nation' a welfare or those 
purposes by any constructive contribution of your ovn. 

6. If you three sen bed honestly cared so to serve and, placing 
the nation's interests above ell alee, had in good faith felt Mr. Welch 
and the Society mistaken in their approach to the cause of opposing 
Conamnisn because they were pursuing methods inimical to the interests 
of the United States and the cause of freedom and their survival, then 
you, three individuals, could have acted to set in motion means, for 
the correction of bad Judgment in a fair-minded, decent and constructive 
way. The course you chose was the antithesis of such e path. You have 
made a record of effort to destroy one great hope that exists to avert 
disaster. You have offered nothing in its piece. That record is one 
of conduct absolutely opposed to the preservation of this nation, for 
its purpose is to stop that great effort, to silence and remove from 
the Beene that best existing hope of awakening and leading into action 
the millions who, in default of such action, will ultimately and surely 
be enslaved. 
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7* The conduct of you three sen is ouch ns seriously damages and 
J eopa rdises the chances of Americana' resisting the onslaught of the 
Cawaist Conspiracy hy fighting it with effect, — whatever methods 
alloyed -« even those such men ae you may approve* You taoov this. 

Vhat you must also know is that such an effort as you have made 
directly assists and advances the cause of Communists in an indredlhly 
appal li ng way. I therefore submit that such conduct betrays the highest 
interests of this nation the cause of everything that is decent and 
nobis end of spiritual value for vhloh this country at its best has 
stood. Such result 1 believe to be as damaging, deadly, and opposed 
to this country's welfare ae the results of any action hy any traitor 
vhohas ever chosen or will ever choose to align himself with the 
Communists and play into their hands. I do not call you traitors or 
Communists. Whatever you are Is determined not hy labels or nase 
calling, butt hy the facts sod results of what you do. 

8 . It is time for you and all Americana to face what is, 1 believe, 
the moet vital and important feet of all to he recognised in this fright* 
ful struggle which Is determining the issue of life or death for the 
freedom of man. The time has arrived when Americans must recognise that 
labels ere beside the point end only serve to confuse the issue. The 
only question that matters now is what serves to help this nation and 
freedom and what harms then and seta them back. Motives do not deter¬ 
mine that issue, however revealing of character they stay be. Your 
actions end their results do* Z submit that the recent action of you 
three men harms this nation and the cause of freedom. It is high time, 
end long past it, for the conduct of Americans to be Judged by the test 
of whether it helps the Comnists or helps the United States* By that 
test must each American be Judged as friend or foe, In deed and effect. 

Ill t ! 1 ' 

9 * Let your position be tested, then, by the measure of your desire 
and willingness now to serve the cause of truth, of fairness, of true 
patriotism and courage. You have sordidly attacked one man end those who, 
with him, would, to the utmost of their good faith, take action to fight 
Communism at this Juncture, which I am convinced is quite as critical as 
Mr. Welch has made so plain. You have made this attack from a position 
of unequal advantage, from your editorial office, with the power of your 
newspaper's control of what appears in its pages. Have you three, 
stripped of your newspaper's power and Insulation, the character to 
stand up to those you have sought to condrnm in the eyes of your readers, 
you as three individual citlsens meeting other citizens on equal terms? 

Let us see. 

10 . I ask you three to advise me whether you, ae three individual 
awn responsible end accountable for what has been done by your newspaper, 
will meet Mr. Welch — or such man or men as he may designate -- on a 
public platform, to make your accusations and implications against him 
face to fsce and then allow him to answer you? Likewise, will you meet 
euoh leader or leaders of The John Birch Society as may he designated, 


I 





to accuse then and allow then In like i»nnn<r»» to rebut your charges? 
Will you publicly explain the timing of your attack vith the at tacks 
of other newspapers? I put these questions In. deadly earnest, for 
tiny test your decency, your good faith, your personal courage, your 
interest In the truth. 

U, i am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Welch and Mr. J. 
Edgar floorer. I shall adrlss both nan of your answers, and X request 
answers from each of you. It Is all to the good, ell the better for 
the test of your characters, that X an a cltisen unknown to you — 
one American vim is concerned because of tbs danger we are la Just 
e* is Mr. Welch. 

12. X want you to understand very dearly that I purposely do ', 
not indicate in this letter any agreement or disagreement on ay part 
with Mr. Welch's personal views, other than ay full agreement’ with 
hie appraisal of the present danger to this land of the operations 
of the Coamunlst Conspiracy^ nor do X here express approval or die* 
approval of his convictions regarding the only effective ways of 
fighting It successfully. That Is In no sense material to the issue 
X have chosen to draw In this letter. 


X want you to knov, also, that I an not s member of The John 
Birch Society end that X speak for no one but syself. Indeed, Mr. 
Welch end the Soolety may Well consider a meeting such as X propose 
quite inadvisable, if It is not Impossible, to fit It into their plans. 
But by your response to ay request, or your Ignoring It, this letter 


can accomplish sad reveal s good deal. X an mailing It to you by 
certified mall, with * return receipt requested, so there will be 
evidence of Its receipt by you for yourself and for) 


Tours very truly. 
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March 28, 1961 



Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation — 

Washington 25, D. C. T 0 H /U 0 1 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter 
of March 24 Thank you for vour courtesy* in-this 


O 

SoC-l'cTi 


matter. 
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Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 25, D.C. 



i 


Sir: 


- i' ---- fV" * 

.. *. UxiJ 

,^;\H in_".•& 


I wish to thank you for sending me material that I have 
requested in the past and I hope that you will be able to aid 
me once again. 

Do you know where I can obtain, or could you send me, If 


$ 


you have, the following information: 


<D 


REPORT # 2050 


■To U r> & j rc Sac i •cY 1 


r 


INSTITUTE OP PACIFIC RELATIONS 
REPORT of the COMMITTEE on the JUDICIARY 
82nd. Congress 2nd. Session 

Pursuant to S. Res. 366 81st. Congress 

Hearings held July 25, 1951 - June 20, 1952 
by the INTERNAL SECURITY SUBCOMMITTEE 


INSTITUTE OF PACIFIC RELATIONS 
Hearings before the Subcommittee to Investigate the X. 
Administration of the Internal Security Act and Other / jj 
Internal Security Laws of the Committee on the Judiciary/ * 
United States Senate 88nd. Congress 1st. Session on^/ ' 
the Institute of Pacific Relations i 

PART.'I. July 25, 26, 31, August 2 & 7, 1951 



1961 
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March 31, 1961 


Dear 


'LL t*- .—•'“T b6 

... i_« —-.. .Ijllku b7C 

:_ 


The letters of March 22, 1961, from your 
wife and you have been received, and I do want you to know 
how much 1 appreciate your generous expressions of con¬ 
fidence in my administration of the FBI. Thank you for 
your blessing. 

While 1 do not have the information you 
requested, perhaps if you communicated directly with the 
Committees which prepared the reports, they would be^f 
; some assistance to you. 


Sincerely yours, 

0. Edgar Hoover 




f ,tV.; NOTE: Bufiles contain no derogatory information regarding the 

f jr * 'correspondents 

i " (SEE NEXT PAGE) 
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MOT£: Htv John Birch Society «ii founded ta 12/M la Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Refcsrt H. .velch, Jr., of Belmont, Maaicb—atts. It is incorporated 
under tsars of state of Massachusetts; 1 * alltgsdly anticommunist; had 
chapters throgfhout the ssaatry; aad has sot bees taesstlcated hjr the Bureau. 
•* elch aad the Society la the past hare been eatrsaasty crttlesl of former 
President Sieeabower. (62-101401) 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Sir: 

I wish to thank you for your years of devoted 
service to your country. ^ 

As a member of the John Birch Society I have become 
better informed regarding the functioning of our government 
and, of course, write letters to our Senators and Congressmen 
both on the State and Federal government level. I, personally , 
do not consider this organization to be subversive or fascist 
as those who are voicing their opposition to it at present claim. 
However all the publicity makes me realize what you ahd the FBI 
have been up against for years in your fight against Communism. 


If only you could come out with a positive plan of action for a 
group such as ours, but then you too would be smeardd too, so I 
guess that the only thing we can do is just continue to try to 
lake our voices heard to our representatives. 

May God bless you and keep you in good health. 
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I have received your letter of March 29 and wish to 
express my thanks for the Interest which prompted your communi¬ 
cation and for your generous comments. 

While l would like to be of service to you, the l BI is 
an investigative agency of the Federal government and does not make 
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of 
any. organization, publication or individual. 1 regret that I am unable 
to help you and hope you will not infer in this connection either that 
we do or do not have data in our files relating to the subject about 7 7 ^ 
which you inquired. rr> 2 

O 

I have no objection to your using my letter in the ^ 
manner you described. I am also enclosing a recent statement of 5 ^ 

mine which you may like to read. * jf 


Sincerely yours. 


hn 





Tolton . 
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Enclosurh' 

April, 1961, LEB Introduction 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 






Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 25, D. C. 


Bear Mr. Hoover: 


'^Cr. Tolson 
ll Mr. Parf'-ns — 

29 March 1961 ► ~ 

Mr. Be’mint _ 

'I Ur. C: lij ii — 

!i$k %s&ji 

') Mr. Evona - 

'• Mr. Jlainno- 

. ; 31:^6 — 

1/ £ feZSs: 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. lnj.aro- 


Just in the last week or so the Dayton papers have been bringing 
to light the existence of an organization called the John Birch 
Society^ From what little has been written, indeed what little 
seems to be known of the organization, does not set well with me. 

I read your book "Masters of Deceit", I hold you in the highest 
regard, thus I'm writing to you for information on the John Birch 
Society. Is it, in your opinion, another mask for Communist sub¬ 
version? It has been so hinted, and if this seems to be so, then 
I would like to know how to counteract the damage they may do. I'd 
like your permission to send your answer to the Letters to the Edi¬ 
tors column of the local paper for all to read. Just this morning 
there was a letter in that column from the man who heads the Dayton 
chapter of the John Birch Society. Of course he does not identify 
himself as such but I read his name and position with the Society 
in the article recently written in the local papers and given front¬ 
page coverage. If they a re suspect, I think the people should 
know about it, don't you? Thank you for your courtesy and cooper¬ 


ation . 
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Your letter of March 22, 1961, with enclosure, 
has been received, and the Interest which prompted you Urwrlte 
is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the^FBl- 
1s an investigative agency of the Federal Government and* as- 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to ttis 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or < 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hgpe that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do o*J$iat 
we do not have data in our files relating to -the subject of you*- 
inquiry. ■/; r«r 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 


APR 3- 1961 

COMM-FEU 


Sincerely yours, 

Hoover. 
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T toller_ 

W.C. Sullivan 
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Ingram_ 
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Enclosures 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
One Nation's Response To Communism 
Communist Party, UFA 
How To Beat Communism 

17th National Convention, CPUSA ft 3-00 LEB Introduction 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
undet laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 
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March 22, 1961 


Dear Sir, ^ 

Could you tell me if the "John Birch Society” la alright or is it 
a Communist front. I arfTplanning to join it and don’t want to get 
into a wrong organization. 


Sincerely yours, 
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# "You have a very sick little girll" the 
doctor said, shaking his head. ‘‘However, 
I had a similar case just a short time ago 
that I was able to help." 

Taking a bottle of medicine from his 
bag he placed it in the mother’s hand. 
“This medicine is the only medicine that 
will help your daughter. You must give it 
to her during the night exactly as I di¬ 
rect.” Giving the mother very careful di¬ 
rections, the doctor left with the promise 
to call the first thing the next morning to 
see how his little patient was. 

The next morning as the doctor 
knocked at the door, he was expecting to 
see the little girl much improved. To his 
surprise the mother opened the door, sob¬ 
bing so hard that she could not speak. 


4 

Without a* word she turned and led the 
way to the little girl’s room? 

There upon the bed lay a motionless 
figure, and the doctor immediately knew 
that the girl had died. 

For a few moments the doctor stood 
with bowed head. Finally he said to the 
weeping mother, "I cannot tell you how 
sorry I am! 1 was sure that that medicine 
would help her, and I fully expected to 
see her well on the road to recovery this 
morning. I just cannot understand what 
happened!” 

Glancing to the stand beside the bed 
he started as though he could not believe 
what he saw! There stood his bottle of 
medicine— untouched! 

"Oh! Didn’t you understand? Didn’t I 
make it clear to you that you must give 
this medicine to your daughter exactly as 
I told you? That medicine would have 
saved her life!" 

Finally the weeping mother said, "Just 
after you left yesterday my neighbor came 
in. She told me her daughter had had the 
very illness mine seemed to have, and she 
had found a medicine that had helped 
wonderfully. So she gave me her medi¬ 
cine, and I have been giving that to my 
daughter instead of yours all night!” 

The doctor left the house with a heavy 
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Dear]_| 

Your letter of March 25, 1081, has been 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that, 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

•S'*- 

Sincerely yours, t ,, i 

u i'.r'v&r novae *.*;•* 
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Enclosures 

Communist Party, USA 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

How To Beat Communism 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

NOTE: Bullies contain no record Identifiable with correspondent. 

The John Birch Society was founded In 12/58 In Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is Incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been Investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Elsenhower. (62-104401) 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

' Dear Mr. Hoover, 

q There is an organization here known as 
the * John Birch Society 1 and much controversy has arisen 
concerning the merit orthis organization. 

As a confused citizen, yet one who wishes 
to do her part in the fight against communism, May I have 
your opinion concerning this society. 


Yours very truly, 



AaAvi 
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C:2 April 3, 1961 



Your letter of March 25 has been received, and I 
thank you for your kind remarks concerning my book, "Masters 
of Deceit." In regard to your inquiry, while I would like to be 
of assistance to you, the FBI is strictly an Investigative agency 
of the Federal Government and doe6 not furniBh evaluations or 
comments concerning the character or Integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. I hope you will not infer in this c 
connection either that we do or dp not ^ve data in our fllss 7 „ 'p 
relating to the organization to which'you referred. 

CJD bJ 

Thank you for writing to me as you did and ( 
know you will understand my position in this matter. I 
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Sincerely yours, 
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W.C. Sullivan 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent 
. on, t|asj.s of information furnished. 
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March 25, 1961 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 

My husband and I have just read your book 
'.’Masters of Deceit." Thank you very much for writing it - 
I am ashamed I had not read it before this. 

I realize you are an extremely busy man, but 
we do need your advice. We have recently joined the John 
Birch Society and would like your personal opinion of this 
group. We have investigated it and feel it is the only group 
we know of that is doing any thing to help private citizens 
fight communism. However, since communists are so 
good at saying one thing and meaning another (as pointed 
out in your book), we are not sure. 

I realize the communists have done a good job 
of confusing me. I do not know whom to trust or believe any 
more. However, I am a Christian and an American. I must , 
therefore, learn. This is why we are asking for your help. 
Please advise us in this matter of the John Birch Society. 

Also, what can we as private citizens do to help the United 
States and fight communism? 

I am very sorry to bother you with this but know 
of no other place to turn for help. We will be anxiously awaiting 
your reply at your earliest opportunity. 

Yours very sincerly, 
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March 24,1961 


The Editor, 

The Los Angeles Times, 

Los Angeles 12, California 


and John Bitch 


My Interest in the John Birch Society 1 b definitely personal* The phone 
rings constantly. I w ish these " odd-balls" pro or con oould spell. 

mly[~ 
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P I seem to be the oi 


name is spoiled v/ith a | | 


jin the telephone directory although my 


I am a veteran and a long time member of the American Legion. It may be 
assumed that I have some interest in keeping tab on persons suspected of 
treason.K Investigation s of such persons, in ay opinion, is the duty of 
f. John Herbert Hoover and the P.B.I., and if he needs more men let us 
give them to him. F.B.I. men know their business. 

|‘ The so-culled John Birch Society reminds me of Adolf Hitler at the summit 
of his career with every citizen viewing his neighbors with suspicion. 

We are living in the greatest nation the earth has ever known. It is 
founded upon individual freedom which include* free speech and a free 
press. Let us keep it that way. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


to : Mr. DeLoach 
FROM : D. C. Morrell 


subject: 



* 


Tolaon _ 

ParaooB _ 

Mohr _ 


date: March 30, 1961 


Belmont «. 
Callohan . 

Conrad _ 

DeLoach . 

Evona _ 

Malone _ 

Rosen _ 

Tavel_ 


Trotler —- 

W.C. Sullivan . 



By letter dated 3-24-61 correspondent forwarded a copy 
of a letter which he had sent to the editor of "The Los Angeles Times", 
Los Angeles, California. In his letter to the editor, he complains that 
people are bothering him through telephone calls because of the similarity 
between his name and that of the John Birch for whom the John Birch 
Society was named. He was complimentary to the FBI in stating that 
"FBI men know their business. " 


Bufiles indicate that j ~| was forwarded a letter in ^6 

November, 1957, by the Director tnanking him for sending a Directory b7C 
of Conchologists reflecting a list of persons interested in the knowledge 
and study of mollusks. The Directors name appeared in the Directory. 

The John B1 rd -TSociety,was founded in 12-58 in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is 
incorporated under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anti¬ 
communist; has chapters throughout the country; and has not been inves¬ 
tigated by the Bureau. Welch and the Society in the past have been 
extremely critical of former President Eisenhower. 



t 
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RECOMMENDATION i 

\ 

1. It is recommended that correspondent's letter and enclosure not be 
acknowledged in that he states no reply is needed. 
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I have received your letter of March 26, 1961. 

While I would like to be erf assistance, the jurisdiction 
and responsibilities ol the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. 1 regret that I am unable to help you 
and hope that you will not infer in this connection either that w» do or 
that we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. •. 

Enclosed are several items setting forth my views on^' 
communism which you may like to have. „ ^ vNv 


Sincerely yours, 
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Director's SpeechJJ)-18T6CLTIuei American Legion 
What Youjj&H Do*To AgAV CommdAism 

„„_ c ,,ExpQgq.qf«b^#lPfi^pionag^ T -1 

'^ 0 W* nist Tar e et “Y°Wil' J 
1 Series from Christianity Today 1 - 
NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspon dent. American Opinion 
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/ is published by th e Johri~3irch So ciety. [ 
judgment is being purposely ignored— 
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(see next page) 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 In Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is Incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 
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800 ?8TX SHEET 


PHONE HHItrtn 3-3388 


tELETYPE 800 66* 

BOULDER. C010*J 


Sunday, March 26, 1961 


I Mr. Tolaonl^^- 
Mr. Parsons——, 

. 

, - 

' Mr. Callahan—— 
Mr. Convad^- 
iQ A ^4.'*a — 

Sir. Evans- 

Mr. Malone- 

Mr. Rosen- 

Mr. Tavel- 

Mr. T.-otter_ 

Mr. W-' .Sullivan 
Tele. Room- 

£ r. Ingram- 

iss Candy-— 
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Federal Bureau of Inveattgation 
Waahlngton, D, 0. 


Gentlemen! 

Some time during the laat three monthe of 
i 960 , the writer handed the Poetmaeter at 
Monterey, Qallfomia a oopy of American 
Opinion, with the believe that he would 
turn it over to your office in that die- 
triot to be analyzed. Along with this oopy 
was my busineaa oard and the business add¬ 
ress so that said copy could be returned 
or a letter to the effect of why it could 
not be returned, Todato the writer haa 
not received either. 

Realizing that you deal with thousands of 
so called •crack-pots 11 every day; of late 
1 placed myself in the same class. 

The reason for turning this copy over to 
your office was that I questioned the 
high percentages being used in comparing 
Communism in 107 countries over this world. 

The writer would like to subscribe to thie 
medium providing it i&hot a pro-oomnuniam •r “ l 

<$> ns. b 

I am depending on your good judgement and 
have been waiting for Borne months to find t 8 *^-***-- 
out what that good judgement is from your 
point of view. 



organ. 


Slnoerely yours. 


YOUR HOST TR 
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Your letter postmarked March 28, 1961, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to write 
Is appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the % 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or £ 

Individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that <f 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that » 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your GO o 
inquiry. .. r - .. v.' kh 1 


Enclosed some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which 'may be of Interest. 


Sincerely yours, 

J Ec^ar Hoc-vd" 


MAILED. 3? 

APR" 41961 
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.^/Enclosures (5) f j 1 

\ April 1, 1961 LEB Intro 

The CommunistaAre After Our Sfiiids ‘ : 
How To Beat Communism 
Series from "Christianity Today" 

One Nation’s Response Tq Communism 

/7 :• 

R °° m gO \ -pee,NQ£S«iext page ' 1 

P ^ U41 ffELETYPE UNIT I-1 

SA W:lcl* (3) / •' 
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Evanr 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Name clarified in 
phone directory. The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is 
incorporated under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; 
has chapters throughout the country; and has not been Investigated by the 
Bureau. Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of 
former President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 
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3-24-61 


Dear Sir, 


D 


I am considering joining the John Birch Society for the drive for anti 
communism I fear of being duped Into J01hing"asocalled anti Red 
organization and actually helping the communist program - I would 
appreciate any information regarding the John Birch Society as to FBI 
clearance, Robert Welch, etc for my own personal evaluation that you 
could give me and answer the question; Is the John Birch Society a 
subversive or communist organization? 


Thank you -- 


b6 

b7C 




y-j - 6 s 


a 


, 


REC- 60 











HEC- 60 


: y lt 

i/C‘ / •/ t/ O / "April 3, 1961 


U. S. rieet Training uen 
U. 3. Naval Station 
San Diego 36, California 
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Your letter of March 27, 1961, has been received, S ^8 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. ® 

T ‘ 3D 

_ rn __ 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI isOD g -=» 
-an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as aucly t 5 £■ 

does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character * 
or integrity of any organization, pubjlcatlj^ or individual. I § ^ 

regret that 1 am unable to^jfcfclp you and nope that you will not infer x — 
in this connection either that we do or that we do not have data in 
our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

- Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general 

subject of communism which may be of interest. 


Sincerely yours, 


APR 3- 1961 

_ Co M M. mi 


d, Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosures 

What You can Do To Fight Communism 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
How To Beat Communism 
17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 
Series From ’’Christianity Today" 

NOTE: The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is 
incorporated under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly 
anticommunist; has chapters throughout the country; and has not been 
investigated by the Bureau. Welch and the Society in the past have been 
extremely critical of former President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 
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27 March 1961. 


John Edgar Hoover. 

U.S. Department of Justice 
F. B. t 

Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Sir: .1 

* 1l|| 9 19 

I would like to what information you could give me 
concerning the Joh n~l$irch Society . I have heard quite a lot of 
this group duringTheT Uaf three 'months. 


Please send this information to: 


U. S. Fleet Training Center 
U.S. Naval Station, 

San Diego 36, Calif. 
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Your letter of /lurch 27, 1961, has been received, 
ana the interest which prompted you to write Is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI Is 
an Investigative agency of the Federal Government ana does not 
make evaluations or oraw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity ol any organization, publication or individual. I regret - 
that I am unable to help you, and hope you will not Infer in this ~n 
connection either that we do or do not have data In our flies relating 
to the organization about which you inquired. 

It Is always pleasing to receive comments from 
citizens who demonstrate an awareness of the problems facin & this 
country one. a sincere desire to prepare themselves to meet the 
communist challenge to our ireecioms. The Communist Tarty, USA, 
has tried to infiltrate every part of our society, but it has not been 
successful because of our Internal security programs; the invest^ 
gallon, arrest and prosecution of a number of Party functionariesr 
and the rlsin b tide of public opposition to this evil movement. AH 
this has been accomplished in an orderly constitutional fashion ahu 
Is something of which every American should be pram. We must 
continue to be alert to these subversive efforts at Infiltration. 
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I wish to emphasize moat strou^y that communism 
is a 0 rave threat to the continuec existence of the Unite*, States; 
however, it is jouuly imperative th»t we remain calm, ration*1 
anu thorout^hly accurate in wnat we say am. cm in opposing it. 

This is uo time for rumors, uufouncea suspicion, 6 assip an^ the 
hurling of false accusations. V»e must not neeiiessly Uiviue our¬ 
selves. 1 am sure you will «.^ree with me on this. 

Sincerely yours, 

• ' - r i» 


NCf<£: No record could he located in Bullies concerning correspondent. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12-58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
Chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the 
Bureau. Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical 
of former President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 
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March 27, 1961 


M*. To\«o n fj 

Mr. 5 

Mr. Mohr—CLi—i | 
Mr. Belmont—— 
Mr. Callahan—y' 
Mr. CorAid yl 
Mr. Dchrfy&yi — 

Mr. Evins :- 

Mr. Marine- 

Mr. Rnien-—— 

Mr. Tovcl- 

M *'b 6 er - 

Mi u u iulllvan 

Mb7C«- 

Mr. if/yinm.. — - 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I'm writing to ask your help with a problem that has been bothering 
my whole community lately. We have all become very conscious of 
the menace of Communism but none of us really know what we, as 
individuals or groups, can do to fight it. 

o 

There is a group, the John Birch Society, dedicated to fighting 
Communism and making a valiant ettort in my eyes but recent events 
have cast some cloud on this group's name. These events have been 
the circulation of an alleged list of five Communists in Amarillo 
naming five of our foremost citizens; and a pitched battle with 
our local ministers over the infiltration of the National Council 
of Churches. I would almost say the situation now is one that a 
real Communist would find ideal - unrest, suspicion, and general 
bad feeling. 

Will you please send me whatever information you have that would 
help me to find the best leadership and direction for my efforts 
in fighting Communism. I would also like to know your honest 
opinion of the John Birch Society. 


Thank you. 




Sincerely, 


VV\AM 




:/ . < 



te -60 




APR a 19G" 


April 4, 1961 



I have received the letter postmarked March 27 
from your wife and you, and I appreciate the concern which 
prompted your communication. 


While I would like to be of service to you, the FBI, 
as a strictly Investigative agency of the Federal Government, 
does not furnish evaluations with respect to any Individual, 
organization or publication. From this, I hope you will not infer 
either that we do or do not have information in our files relating 
to the subject of your inquiry. 


It was indeed thoughtful of you to favorably mention 
my book, "Masters of Deceit," and I appreciate your expressions 
of support. In view of your interest I am enclosing a statement I 
made which you may care to read. 


MAILED 3T 

APR- 41961 

COMMFBI_ 


Sincerely yours, 

J. £d^3r Hpjs-r 


/V 


Tolson_ 

Par tona_ 

Mohr_a 

Belmont 
Callahan _ 

Conrad 

DeLooeh_ 

Even* _ 

Malone_ 

Rosen _ 

Tav.I_ 

TrotUi__>> 4 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 

Ingram . 

Goody _ 


Enclosure ' 

LEB Intro, April 1, 1961 ' 

f' NOTE: Bufiles contain no inf (ftLaiioA^ iiliilflible with | 

his wife. The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in me 
Indiana, (contt oh next page) 
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by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It Is Incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; Is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been Investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Elsenhower. (62-104401) 
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Mr. Tolsr m >U 
Mr. Paraonitojffl/ 
Mr. Mohr. Wi 

Mr. Belmont_ 3 jL\ 
Mr. Calla';-n__v 
Mr. Conraih . / 


K vani_, 

[olonc_j, 

Mr. Rosen__ 

Mr. Tr.vol _ 

I Mr. Tr : r _ 

Mr. W.Cjfi'Uvin 

•* TeJe. Rcohm_ 

Mr. ln.T.o».-V_ 


J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. 

Dear Sir; 

o 

Have you any information on the John Birch Society which would 
influence our joining or not joining aameV Re would like to 
be able to defend the Society to our acquaintances and friends, 
but find it difficult to do so merely on our say-so. There is 
a strong grass roots movement in this area and we believe that 
the John Birch Society could be a determining factor in it’s 
success if we could convince the people of the integrity of 
the Society. 


P.S. Your book, Masters of Deceit is superb. As proud American 
citizens we want to thank you for your dedicated service during 
the past years. There are millons of us out here in the sticks 
who are behind you 100?. Please don't ever resign, but keep 
up the good work. And Thanks! 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICAHOW^CTION 

APR2XJ961 


.WESTERN UNION 
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*■(» • .•lliihan_-J 

• Mr Conrad. yJ~ 

• ■ iytw**- » 

Mr. Kvona_ * 

| Mr. Mulone_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

[ Mr. Trotter_ 

I Mr. W.C.Sullivtn 
, Tele. Room- 1 

[ Mr. Ingram--! 

Miss Gandy- 


* BIAOO l <S 12A EST APR 2 61 WA045 
(Bp <P LLE67 > NL PD TDP PLYMOUTH MEETING PENN 1 
VU EDGAR HOOVER —^ 

. JotuJ 6iRdh sonify 

FBI WASHDC ' ' ^' 

APROPOS OF YOUR SHARE IN THE UNFORTUNATE PUBLICITY REGARDING 
JOHN BURKE SOCIETY YOU ARE PAID TO PROTECT THE CONSTITUTION 
CF THE UNITED STATES THAT DOCUMENT GUARANTEES STATED RIGHTS 
INCLUDING FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION TO INDIVIDUALS EVEN WHERE AN 
INDIVIDUAL MAY FIND HIMSELF OUTNUMBERED BY ALL HIS FELLOW CITIZENS 
IF ANYONE DESERVES CRITICISM IN THIS MATTER IT IS ANY NEWS 
COMMENTATOR WHO HAS SUGGESTED THAT DEMOCRACY IS ENDANGERED . ‘ 

BY THE JOHN BURKE SOCIETY THERE IS NO MENTION OF DEMOCRACY 


IN THE SUBSTANC! 


THE CONSTITUTION 
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^miERAl BURtAl) Of INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 

C0MMUNICATiqw^$£8TI0N 

apr2 


.WEST£**& UNION 


I Mr. ^oloon-— 

v Mr. Pomona. - - ; 

3 Mr. Mohr—. — . 
j Mr. Belmont — ! 
Mr. Callah 'J ■ 

Mm Conrc/ . -/f 
\ 

Mr. Evan#-I 

Mr. Malone -; 

Mr. Roam- 

Mr. Toval- \ 

Mr. Trotter — 
Mr. W.C.fiullivBn 

Tela. Boom- - 

Mr. Ingram — 
H i re ? Gandy- 
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©I^CP LLE67) NL PD TDP PLYMOUTH MEETING PENN 1 
If EDGAR HOOVER 

FBI UA5HDC . 

APROPOS OF YOUR SHARE IN THE UNFORTUNATE PUBLICITY REGARDING 
JOHN BURJCE SOCIETY YOU ARE PAID TO PROTECT THE CONSTITUTION 

# -r ' y * ’ r ' 

(T THE UNITED STATES THAT DOCUMENT GUARANTEES STATED RIGHTS 

< < * ’ * “ » ’ “ / ‘ # ’ * 

INCLUDING FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION TO INDIVIDUALS EVEM.UHERE AN 

/ ' • ' * ** f »****” * * ** " ’ / 

INDIVIDUAL MAY FIND HIMSELF OUTNUMBERED BY ALL HIS FELLOU CITIZENS 

* j " **""*“* « ~ / * 

F ANYONE DESERVES CRITICISM IN THIS MATTER IT IS ANY NEUS 

* “ * 4 ' 

COMMENTATOR URO HAS SUGGESTED THAT DEMOCRACY IS ENDANGERED 
EY THE JOHN BURKE SOCIETY TlfERE IS NO MENTION OF DEMOCRACY 


•b6 

fb7C 


m THE SUBSTANCE OF THE CONSTITUTION 



b6 

b7C 


QRIG--MR. HORR FOR DIRECTOR 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandumi 

to • Mr. DeLoaclW\r 


date: April 4 , 1961 



Tolson 

Parsons _ 

Mohr ____ 

Belmonl_ 

Callahan _ 

Conrad _ 

DoLooch_ 

Evans _ 

Malone_ 

Rosen __ 

Tavel __ 

I! c “b6 r 
Inw'b 7 C : 

Goody _ 


subject: 




By telegram dated April 2 captioned individual 
complains concerning the Director's April Law Enforcement 
Bulletin introduction. He apparently believes that it 
was directed against the John'Birch Society and he 
advises Mr. Ho over tha t he 'i^~bF!TTg - pai‘d _ Tr)“protect the 
Constitution. | [ does not ask any questions nor 

make any requests. Evidently, he is merely using this 
means of voicing his opinion. 


with 


les contain nothing which is identifiable 
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In view of the tenor of correspondent's remarks 
and his opinion, no purpose can be served in entering 
into an argument with him. 


RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recoramendi 
-afforded the telegram from 

» HHA: is 
( 2 ) 
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ToJson_ 

Person* - 

Mohr_y 

Belmont —ji 

Callahan - 

Conrad_ 

DeLoach __ 

Evan* _ 

Mai one-- 

Rosen - 

Tavel- 

Trotter_ 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room — 

Ingram- 

Candy .—^ 


00 1* - 


^ * 
* C5 


Your letter of March 24, 1961, has been c 

received, and the Interest which prompted you to write Is .. = 
appreciated. 

In response to your first Inquiry, I would 
like to advise that the FBI Is strictly an Investigative agency, 
and matters relating to deportation are not within the 
scope of our authority. 

V«T. • •>£-- 

With 'regard to your other question, our fespon- 
sibilitles do opt.include mak\r$\evaluations or comment's relative 
to the character or^lnthgrlfy' of any Individual, organization or 
.publication. I^ope you wlllnot infer In this connection, however, 
either that our files ^CoiPtio not contain data regarding' the 
organization you mentioned. _ 

In view of your Interest, I am enclosing some 
material on the general subject of communism. 


APR 3- 1961 

COMM. FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

^ Edgar Hoover 


Enclosures (4) - ijni e*iK.« /V) 
Communist Party, USA ( WTfe^ 

Communist Target--Youth!? X 'HfT'' 
Expose of Soviet Espionage: ; t ntCM 
I7th Convention, CP USA & 3-60 LEB Intro. 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been Investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 
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March 24, 1961 





J. Edgar Hoover 
United States Dept, of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25» D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

In recent study of Communism in the U.S. in our anti¬ 
communist study groups in this area a question has come 
to our attention that we can find no answer to^so thought 
perhaps your ■'office could help us. 

/ 

Why is it possible for Harry Bridges to operate in the 
State of Hawaii at the present time as it was our under¬ 
standing he was not allowed within the jurisdiction of 
the.United States? I can.understand.how it-.was. possible. 
before Hawaii was made a state, hut not now. 


Also we ✓have heard many pro and con statements concerning 
the JohnBirch Society, We are interested in having people 
gain a knowledge of the philosophy of Communism in order 
to combat it intelligently, but not - in a rabble-rousing 
manner. I would greatly appreciate it if you would give 
us your help in this matter as we have approximately 20 
study groups in this area and are organizing a short study 
course this summer for our high school graduates who are 
going on to college. We feel it is very important for these 
young people to be we11-acquainted with communist tactics. 
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April 4, 1961 
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Dear 


Your letter of March 26, 1961, has bqep) 
received, and 1 appreciate the confidence you expressed in, 
the FBI. I was glad to have the benefit of your obserbktions 
and comments. £ f * u 

^ While I would like to be of aid to you, the F&, 

as strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government, 
does not furnish evaluations or comments relative to the 
"Character or integrity of any individual, organization or publi¬ 
cation. I hope you will not infer in this connection either that 
our files do or do not have data regarding the subjects of your 
inquiry. 

■r i 

Enclosed is material pertaining to communism 3 
and ways to combat it which may be of interest to you.~7i ? « 

mailed 3i Sincerely yours, 03 ? j* 

APR" 4196V- , C1 u „ .^o > 

J. Edgar Hoover j jXj 

dOMM-FBI . ^ 


- 


<>, j Enclosures (5) ^ P 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 1 yjfiT Jr 
'ton. r f How To Fight Communism Vjn*<\V/ 

^ Communist Illusion -and Democratic Eaai^y x>‘ * 

:iahoo-, Where do We Stand Irenay wwh u CommArutern in th$. ( 

. r ^ch 1-60 LEB Intro & 17th Nat’l Co^yention 

°t* NOTE: Correspondent is rfbt f identifiable in Bufiles 

..i- t ' HECiO :)* I I. 

■s'^G. SAW:pit;. 

p. Room — . ■ — (3) 1*7 V w^C*-^(Note Continued on next page 
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p. Room - 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 
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* 

March 26 - 1961 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I 

In the past several weeks there has been quite a bit 
of information published and various films being shown out here in 
the Los Angeles area. All of this having to do with the best ways to 
fight Communism. This in itself is fine as everyone in the United 
States should be aware of the very real dangers that face us. There is 
also quite a number of Organizations etc, as you know, who claim to 
have but one purpose & that is to stop the spread of Communism. 


This is my reason for writing you, these different 
Organizations & Societies I am sure are not all they ae€a to be. 

I have in mind one in particular and that i s "The Joh nWrr.h finripty.'» 
This one has been receiving quite a build up in this area lately 
and I am sure has a number of members spme of whom are very 
important people. The "Los Angeles Times," published a number 
of articles on this "Society" just recently, giving the history of it 
and the name of its founder, Robert Welch. I read these articles 
and my imprission was that their intent is no doubt to fight 
Communism, but their method and the people Mr. Welch accuses 
of being Communist is just too much for me to take. Their 
method sort of reminds me of the organization that put Hitler 
over in Germany back in the early 30's. 


I am all for fighting Communism but I don't 
believe we have to be like them to do it. In fact I don't think we 
need all those different organizations etc. that are springing up. 
What we need we already have, all we have to do is to back them 
up and live accordingly. That is, our religion, the Constitution, 
the Bill of Rights & the FBI. 



I .would very much appreciate any information 
on this you could give me. 

j£EC- 85 

Sincerely Yours. / ~ 

(* 3 - / w ' r fji 


/a/ 
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... 'YW* ^V l Vrc$VV&. 

- Your letter of March 22, 1961, haa been received, ; 

and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or Integrity of any organization, publication or , . 
individual. I regret that 1 am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that b 
we do not have data In our iUqs<t$latlqg'lp the subject of your - . 
inquiry. ;• • » 

,.<«>■ ’ . £ 

Enclosed js^ope literature dealing with the 
general subject of comrmih’lsm which may be of interest. , 

3^ v " ]■' 

Sincerely yours, V* 

f -I 

• _ Q.Edgartioovet 

* MAR 31 1961 ” • £ 

— COM&Bi _ . ) 


MAR 3 11961 


Sincerely yours, 
Om E dgaz hdq vbi: 


Enclosures (5) 

1 (listed next page) 

RWE:efr* • 
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Enclosures 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Communist Party, USA 
Expose oi Soviet Espionage 
Series from "Christianity Today" 

One Nation’s Response to Communism 


NOTE: Bullies contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 
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March 22, 1961_ 




J. Edgar Hoover 
Director F. B. I. 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Over a period of time I have come to believe 
that communism is the enemy of our Republic and that the 
apathy of the American people will serve their desire to 
infiltrate the United States. I have read many books and 
speeches on this subject as well as searching for an organization 
that would give its solgkattention to fighting communism. When 
I heard about the John-Birch Society I joined it. Now I find 
there are many people who tMnETighting communism in this 
manner is worse than communism itself. 

Could you give me any clarifying information 
on the John Birch Society? 


Sincerely yours, 



S APR 6 1961 
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March 31, 1061 



Your letter of March 24, 1061, has been *" 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 


Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
Is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
Individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 


Enclosed Is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of Interest. I 
have no objections to your sending my letter to the newspapers 
/ if you'so desire. 


Sincerely yours, 

1L Edgar Hoover 


iliobon 


Enclosures (4) (Listed n&xt page) /^y. 
:/ see NOTE next page fi 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr,, of Belmont, Massachusetts, It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; Is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 


Enclosures 

Communist Party, USA 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Director's Speech of 10-18-60 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


1 t t ■» 

* 1 .>4. .Jo;*;'JED 

. v V-N _L' AVVn r 


You are undoubtedly aware of the great amount of news¬ 
paper space that has recently been given to th e John 
B irch Society .. I understand this Is not only true in 
Southern California but all over the country. This has 
caused me a great deal of concern because the papers 
seem to be extremely critical of this group. This 
seemed to warrant investigation because I am concerned 
about any group that may be subversive or so-called 
"Fascist’ 1 . 

To follow through on my inquiry I have attended several 
meetings, have, read the Blue Book, the Story o f Joh n 
Birch, and seen the film by Robert Welch. I have tried 
to have an open mind and to see the whole picture. My 
conclusions have been that this group is hard-working; 
trying to get back to the Constitutional Republic that 
originally formed our Government; they seek knowledge 
and education; and then they proceed to do something 
by taking action in the direction they have set for them¬ 
selves. 

It is difficult for me to understand how I have come to 
this conclusion when almost all newspaper reports I 
have read are in complete disagreement with me. 

Would you please give me -whatever information you can - 
regarding this matter. I would appreciate your letter 
of reply giving me authority to 9end your answer to the 
newspapers. . . 

Thank you for your help. EEC- 94 ^ ■ -,j 


Sincerely, TTTfTk 


18 APR 6 1961 
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Dear 


Tour communication of March 23, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is . 
appreciated. Li 


r 


$ 


w 


Although I would like to be of service, the^FBI 7, 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as Y 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions aa -to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or £ *■»■» 
Individual. 1 regret that 1 am unable to help you and hope that =» 
you will not infer In this connection either that we do or that - J 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subjects of your 
ipqiilry. 1 am unable, as a matter of policy, to recommend any 
.Organizations to you. 


£ 


r* 4 -# 

SB 

o 


p 


iV 


' Enclosed is literature dealing with the general 

a) subject of communism which may be of Interest. Some of this 
^.-jnaterial contains suggestions as to what we Americans can do. 




Tolson 

Poisons 

Mohr_ 

Belrooni 

Callahan 

Conrad - 

DeLoach 

Evans __ 

Malone? 

Ro**n 

Tave) 
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COMM-PBI 


Trotter 
W.C. SulUvt 
Tele. Room 
Inborn 
Gandy_. 



Enclosures (5) 
(listed next page) 
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Sincerely yours, 


J. Edgar 


RWE:efr*. 
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3/23/61 


Dear Sir 


I have just seen the movies "Communism 
on the Map" and "Operation Abolition" and I can® away 
with the desire to do whatever I can to stop the march of 
atheistic communism. What can I do? Are there any 
organizations in my area which you endorse or approve 
that are / active in anti-communist activities? What about 
the Jphn.'Birtch Society? Do you approve of this group? 
Please let me know what I can do. 


/sA 
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Your letter of March 25, 1961, has been 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 


v-l 


r*> 

so 



„ v Although 1 would like to be of service, the FBI 

is all Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
/suchv does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that X am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 


or 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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"ptfOTE:‘Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 

-The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 

-4ry Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
tender lztws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommohlst; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been lnves^Btted by tl^ Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely crltica^of s #8rmer 
r’x< President Eisenhower. (62-l#Ufctj)p jjj ^ ^ pi A v 
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March 25, 1961 


0^- 


Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 

Pederal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I hope you will not mind my writing you on a matter of grave 
concern to me. It is imperative to my peace of mind that I have an 
authoritative answer to my question — that is why I have chosen to 
write to you for help. YOU are the ONE person on whose word I know 
I can rely when it comes to matters involving loyalty to the United 
States. 

S(e_Sjyntly my husband and I were invited to join a chapter of 
the John B irch Soci ety here in Baton Rouge. After attending several 
mee-tings AS gue*!* and reading their Bluebook and other material 
supplied by the organization, we decided to join because we were con¬ 
vinced that they were truly interested in fighting the Communist 
threat in our country and would probably be the best outlet through 
which we couldjjour energies in meeting this threat. 

I have no doubt but what the people in our local chapter are 
patriotic Americans sincere in their belief that they are fighting 
communism in the best way they can. I also find it hard to believe 
that anyone with such conservative views and apparent complete dedi¬ 
cation to this fight as Robert Welch expresses in all his writings 
could possibly be insincere. BUT, lately I have been stunned by un¬ 
favorable publicity in some newspapers and national magazines ( TIME 
is one) which accuse or insinuate that the John Birch Society itself 
is Communist inspired and is only using its anti-communism theme as 
a "front". 

Of course, Mr. Welch has pointed out that as we become more 
effective in our fight against the Communists they will attempt to 
discredit our organization in any way they can -- and I sincerely y 
hope that this is the. case for it will mean that we are succeeding.^' 

If there is any question about the motives and/or loyalty of 
the John Birch Society, then my husband and I want no part of it. 

If, however, it IS the patriotic organization which we believed it 
to be when we joTned, then we will be proud to participate enthusias¬ 
tically in its program regardless of.any smear campaigns against it. 
We would appreciate it very much if you could enlight en_us ^oa-ptfcaAa 

subje “:, by joy 

, ] to* loiins ygrv truly. 

, }|3M 0U.O8 

b7C. 


'P i * - r r f ~ ; ?Tcrr 


'-’TO'^CO’fyjJED 
VVjl . 





Enclosures 

What Tou Can Do To Fight Communism 
Director’s Speech 10-18-60 
Communist Party, USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
One Nation’s Response to Communism 


NOTE: Buflles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 
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March 31, 1961 


REGISTERED" . 
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Dear 

Your letter of March 24, 1961, has been ' C~ . 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write C 

appreciated. fc- ~i 

«. * 

t - . I** 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI “ 31 

is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and,^as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 




, 


{ Tolsof* _ 
. Parsons 

Mohr_ 

Belmont . 
Catiohon 


character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
Individual. 1 regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not Infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we da not have data in our tyfos relating to the subject of your 

' . # 

Enclosed^are four copies of our report entitled 
I , "Communist Target—Youth." There is no charge for any 
r material this Bureau Is privileged to distribute; therefore, 
the dollar you enclosed Is being returned. 




V16207 . 

MAILED. 31 

MAR 3 11961 

COMMFBI 


Sincerely yours, 

ff. Edgar Hoover 
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7 Correspondent's enclodecDiollar *, 

7 , 4 copies Commun^trTarget'-YdutW ■ \\J J 

_ see NOTE next page 
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Office of 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

F tk T - ... *• — * r •“ 

Washington, 0.0. . --- 

- . V\‘N' ^ 'J " /^^ctvcsftJ^cs 

Gentlement 

y 

I would appreciate your furnishing me with four copies of Mr. Hoover’s 
report on the student riots in San Francisco last May. 1 believe this 
is report #57964. I also believe the price is .25$ per copy. If I am 
in-correct then please forward whatever number the enclosed $1.00 will 
cover. .... 


I would also appreciate your advices as to whetfie^ or not there is 
anything wrong with being a member of The John Birch Societ y, this question 
is being asked due to my interest in the“b<56ET am now reading by Mr, Hoover - 
Master of Deceit, and the fact that there are quite a few comments being 
made in current papers and publications regarding this society. 




-p/ 
& 


b6 

b7C 












i-'arcST 


b6 

b7C 
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Hon. Jarean 0 . Jaatland 
Cln1r"an, Janata Imtaraal 
Sannrlty Crmlttcn 
Sj- ‘.f. Wm inlHlny 
ba^Vnpton ’’5, D. G. 

D»'r Senator Kaatlanrfl 




/{•fcro'or to am artlnln "Spaolal to tha Karals-Hyp/asa'* of 
Joo Aora^, of abowa data, lou iiayn not bann saVnd t-> 1 nictlan-tn 
tho tTohn 'mrrh .'Jnriniy. Althmum 1 ti i>t i la**, t^ *trnd why 

ar.jV'-’y rhri*V *or*ldrr It nnananary to Inynsti^ttf an or-j oi raMon 
to nora IrUyHaal rpaponalblllty, lnea ro*. cnvinnt, vn a 
Vtta- v-o-M, T *m«t aoolnpicn for oat thlbkln* to invitn y'V *-o 
i ,*• ■•** <y»to 'tj Ir-.a.au** 1 ! ! J * i bawn vrlttno to *y ra < ,"<'*^ntw ttye, 

^*. 1 , J*aia* "'oram, cup-*n*tiT.»- that o« introa r& • •>lat1 y * ^hor- 
‘■jin' t* a ^•'■'na 0ot'(,ttt,pa on un-A Mfiaan Aai5yit.e« t i-.v p <tl •• ‘a. 


Vy * tawhar of thla organisation* p .iayn *?m ti*jo 
In*!’ "Coiowtanl n» on tha Map. M rt Up«/Rt<on AV1* tl in*, anl »i 
aidrnp* by *t. wibart Walah. I barn raul tha fclna Hoolr* tha *htta 
tn\ (a erllpatlor of baalr l**uaa of tun jiVatlrt/, am tha 

•nirrpnt wonthlj bvllatlna, all of *Ma>. cr.'ie t* .-a thr-v-h. tha Onltau 
State* ’*a'la. I hava raad no an otl nr yubliapt*-'n* raron*-nndnd by tha 
Toelcty, and baaauaa I hay# a probing* analytinil wind, f raad naan 
athara not roaoaaondad by tha Sociaty, bat which nan ba ourahaaad 
eparly, nr ordernd through tha nalla. Thnfje include boo)rn wrlttan 
by cabinet nnpibnrn, gaaaraln, nnvapapormnn. anl Conrraa*«an. A 
narpla la anclnaad. 

I hay a wrlttan to aomo aajbars of Congrann* oppoeing or fayorlng- > 
•artain lagi illation, and sng goat lag othor lnrl*1ation. Carbon oopian 
of thla aorraapondanaa ara ayaiiubln, &a wall an tha rapliaa* If any. 
froa Dublin officlala. 


PLaaan notify ao If ya« faal that I, as a «aab#r, ahoald ba 
lnvantl{p.tnd. Inaauna of falllaf hnalth. T had plannad to ba avaj 
for tha auaaar* but I wauld/ $Wp -want to appnar to shirk ay duty In 

aay way. 


oc* 

CCt 

OCt 


*S& 


/ft u 


Mr, 

Mf. 


•i/ 

3, Edgar looyar 
Sobart Wala h 
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NOTE: Correspondent Is not identifiable in Bufiles. 

The Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robe?VH. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) . 
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March 30, 1961 



bo . . x 

b7C ■*/ 
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Your letter of March 21, 1961, has been received, 
and the Interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 




Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or ( y 
individual. 1 regret that I am unable to help you and hope thatb' 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject oPyour 4° , 

. , - si / n .‘q 

lnqui/y- .■ t.. 

• * * • " r ’ c <r 

Enclosed is some literature dealing witi^fhe v V 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. ^ 



MAJt&D ?• 

MAR i 01961 


Trotter_ 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram_ 

Gandy __ 


Enclosures (4) 

" (listed next page) 

— see NOTE next page 
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Sincerely yours, 
cL Edgar Hoover 






Enclosures 

Communist Party, USA_ 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
How To Beat Communism 
Director's Speech 10-18-00. , 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record Identifiable with correspondent. 

Name verified by telephone directory check. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-1044Q1) V;., il'j 
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Lewisburg Tenn 
March 21-1961 


Dear Mr. Hoover- 

O Please send me this information Is 
the John Birch Societ y fully an American Society 
in o'ppos'iTion to communist propoganda. The names 
of some are included in its record. That surely 
there can be no doubt about surely. 


Respet__ 

yours"" 

__ b6 

b7C 


((L 

•fad 4,% MW 

J.JJ. 
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April 4, 1961 


L 


Dear 




* y have received your letter of March 27, with encdo- y 
sure, ancSlo appreciate the grave concern which prompted'your '-u 

communication l. r 1 * 

— \ t" a© 

►1 Sr^L 

While I would like to be of service to you, the^pHe 
an Investigative agency of the Federal (Government and does a*t-make 
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or Integrity of 
any Organization, publication or individual. 1 regret that I a n^unable 
' to help you and hope you will not infer In thiB connection eltheJr that 
we do or do not have data in our files relating to the subject about 
which you Inquired. 



*.F 


•T m 


In view of your Interest, I am* enclosing a redent 
statement of mine which you may like to read. 


Tolson — 
Person® - 

Mohr_ 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad__ 

DoLooch . 

Evan® _ 

Malone — 

Roeen _ 

Tavel _ 


MAILED 31 

APR-41961 

. CQMM-ffll 




Sincerely yours, 

E-dgar Hoover 

---J 
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April, 1961, LEB Introduction 
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respondent was not identifiable in Bufiles. Her enclosure was an 
i appear^ up ti&^'bkilas' Te^as Herald” concerning the John 
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KQT£: The John Birch Society «• founded in U/M ia Xndlanapolte, Indiana, 
by viobart H. watch, Jr., of Balmont, Mae—chnectts. It is incorporated 
aadsr lavs of State of Massachusetts; Is allegedly aatteoja&uiist; has 
chapters th r oughout the country; and has not beta investigated by the Bureau- 
Welch aad the Society la the past have hew extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (&M044QX) 
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rch 27. 1961. 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 

The inclosed article speaks for itself. 

To me, the statements are apalling, but 
the idea of " cleaning up ” appealing. I think 
a great many people suffer the same confusion 
and frustration due to the individual’s inabl f 
to check the facts, V •% 

Jo hiu r) ...... 

Who is behind th e 1 Birch Society ? What 
group controls it? What is their/ true purposfi’fl 
Are their shocking statements true, or is lb «- 
still another ” divide and conquer " program? 3? 

Trite as it may sound, I love my country la® 
have fought in all the conventional ways to T* . 
preserve it’s system for our children, ages \ § 
six and eight. I worked for General Eisenhow^: 1 hSfr 
election because, to the best of my knowledge 
he is more conservative than Mr, Stevenson. 

Milton Eisenhower’s philosophy was relatively?i 
unknown and unrelated to the issue. i,. 

Ignorance and innocence are equally deadly. 

If the statements in this article are true, 
thousands of people spent millions of hours 
furthering the very influences they were trying 
to fight. If the statements are completely false, 
why don’t the Eisenhowers sue for slander, libel, 






I know how busy you are, and appreciate 
the difficulties of your position, but could 
you answer me unoffically, as one individual to 
another? You obviously subscribe to the theory 
that " it is better to light one candle than to 
curse the darkness.".Thank you for your concern 
and protection of this country. 





P. S. 
used it 

"ft i — 


Hope 1 speUed 
before 1 


’Humbly 


.. correctly - I'« “ vec 


( 












I 


ed-Hating Group 
Snowballing Hero? 


By SETH KANTOR 
Staff Writer 

Is Dallas fajt becoming a 
major center in the nation for 
retired New England business¬ 
man Robert Welch, and his 
fiercely anti-communist John 
Eirch Society? 

Mr. Welch. 61. has labeled 
lormer President Eisenhower a 
man of "treason.’' One of his 
Society's major goals is to im-' 
peach Supreme Court Chief Jus¬ 
tice Earl Warren. 

John Birch was an American 
missionary who became a World 
War II Army captain and spy 
in China. He was bayonetted to 
death by the Chinese Com¬ 
munists. . 

His name is being used by 
members of Welch's group as 
a symbol'of their anger about 
"things wrong with America." 

GROWS IN TEXAS 

Mr. Welch has • been quoted 
in a Boston newspaper as say¬ 
ing Texas is "one, of the three 
major membership centers" of 
the society in the nation. 

Dallasite Earl Thornton of 
2317 E, 11th is a rank-and-file 
member. He estimates there are 
10 chapters of the society in 
Dallas, with 15 to 30 members 
in each. Like every member 
talked to, he said the society is 
"mushrooming here." - 

"It's gotteir fejs- rim es bigger 


just since 1 joined in January.”' 
he said. 

One ot the society's Dallas i 
chapters plans to meet Monday! 
night at the home of Donl 
Smith, 1428 Boca Chica Drive. ! 
DULLES ‘RED AGENT' 

The March 10 edition of Time ( 
magazine quoted Mr. Welch afi 
these people: The late Johh. 
Foster . D ulles—"A Com munis} _ 
agent": Dwight Eisenhower-r- 
"There is only one possible 
word to describe his purposes 
and his actions. That word is 
treason”: Milton Eisenhower— 
"He is actually Dwight Eisen¬ 
hower's superior and boss 
within the Communist Partjjt" 
Guiding the society’s actions 
is Welch's "Blue Book." 

Stuart G. Swenson of 4^6 
Town Creek, a "coordinator" "bf 
the society of Dallas, said Sat¬ 
urday: “I'm told, since that 
article in Time, there have been 
30,000 requests for Blue Books 
for new members." 

Mr. Swenson is one of four 
coordinators in Dallas. Two live 
In Oak Cliff. Two live in North 
D illas. 

SOCIETV IN DALLAS 
What you are reading is the 
fijst pinpointed information 
about the society In Dallas, how 
it works and what their mem¬ 
bers say. 

The group was founded in 1958 
with the avowed purpose of im¬ 
peaching Chief' Jcstice Warren 


anines hnnvJng co mmunism. Mr. 1 
Welch prefers to run the society 
strictly. Dallas coordinator Swen¬ 
son said every member must first 
agree that he can be "drummed 
out of the organization without 
being given a reason." 

Democracy is "a perennial 
fraud,” said Mr. Welch. He esti¬ 
mates the nation is 40 to 60 per 
cent under Communist control. 
He Issues monthly "projects" for 
members. 

MOVIE •PLOT’ 

"One project," said Mr. Thorn¬ 
ton, "was to tell the people about 
the Communistic-inspired plot by 
those who claimed John Wayne's 
movie, ‘The Alamo,’ was a box- 
office flop, it was the Communist 
way of getting rid of a great, 
patriotic movie. It was a plot 
against letting Americans see the 
picture." • 

Projects have included a de¬ 
mand for the investigation of tie 
■‘Communist Influence at Vap 
sar.” Another, handed down by 
Mr. Welch, called for a watch on 
churches; "Some preachers actu¬ 
ally use their pulpits to preach, 
outright communism." 

Don Smith, who will host the 
.Birch Society meeting in Dallas 
Monday night, said Saturday that 
"as a chapter head. 1 must devote 
time to the investigation of peo¬ 
ple, a search for Communists." 

SOME ANTI-REDS SUSPECTf I 

Mr. Smith also thinks some out-, 
spoken anti-Communists "ought to 1 
be investigated carefully before 
they're allowed to join us." 

He mentioned the White Citizens 
Council. 

Rev. Carey Daniel, key figure 
in the White Citizens Council of 
Dallas, a white supremacy group, 
was lavish in his praise of the 
Birch Society when Th e Times 
Herald quesliofffd nW _ 1 


s T T. T” 

» *. 1 


V ,'. '.J.H iJ 




Dallas Herald 
March 26, 1961 
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enclose 




"God Dltsli ml John Birch mem- 
hers.” he said. "Please say that 
the White Citizens Council Is back¬ 
ing them 10O per cent. I am think¬ 
ing of joining." 

Of member Thornton, Rev. Dan¬ 
iel said; "He’s the good Eart op¬ 
posing the bad Earl (Warren).” 

1 MOVIES, TAPES 

Mr. Thornton volunteer* his 
time away from his electric com- „ 
pany business showing John Birch 
Society films and playing tapes. 
The tapes mostly contain Welch., 
speeches. The films are In color , 
and in black and white. 

“I show one that lasts four 
hours,” he said. "It tells the story 
of the’international Communistic 
plot.” 

Mr. Thornton said that since be¬ 
coming a member, he's "able to . 
fell in 30 minutes of conversation 
tow whether a person is 8 Com¬ 
munist or not. You can tell by the 
yjcialist things they believe in. 

* “If they like too much govern- ' 
ment, they're socialists.” 

•INDEPENDENT THINKERS’ 

Upper-echelon Dallas members ' 
tell you first-off they think as in¬ 
dividuals. But coordinator-Swen¬ 
son said Saturday he had "placed 
a call to Mr. Welch in Massa¬ 
chusetts .before going to see a 
certain movie to leam his opinion 
Of It." 

A .lifetime membership in the 
Society costs J1.000. Otherwise, , 
you can join for J2 monthly dues 
if you're a man, of SI a month 
if you're a woman. 

"You are required to do one 
of JO recommended things by Mr. 
Welch if you are to remain a ' 
member.” explains Mr. Thornton. 
He did not outline the 10. He said 
he chose one "Letter 

writing." _ 


400 LETTERS 

Members st ay hue; - w riting let¬ 
ters, mostly to congressmen and 
senators. Rep. Ted Springer of 
Amarillo said he got more than 
400 letters "just in one weekend 
this month" from members. 

Society officers, coordinators, 
chapter leaders and "faculty lead¬ 
ers" are not elected. They are 
appointed. The national policy has 
been to keep their names secret. 

Coordinator Swenson said; 
"Sen. (the late Joseph) McCar¬ 
thy's work was destroyed hy a 
well-organized plot. His investiga¬ 
tion into communism fell apart, 
i American people have been afraid 
since. I dream that his sort of 
Investigation can he resumed. 

"We’re not a political organiza¬ 
tion by any means. We're just 
.good old American people." 


i 

















f 


3^ 


rec - n&j - /#///<j/~ 9 


April 4, 1961 





Your letter of March 26, 1661, has been 
received, and the interest -which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. I want to thank you for your kind remarks. 



Although 1 would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, a£ ^ 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to die J 
character or Integrity of any organization, publication or ' ^ a 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope-that ™ 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or tijat c; - J 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subjects of your c .^ ^ 
inquiry. ^ 

S' 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the ~ 


general, subject of communism which may be of Interest. 



Sincerely yours, 


J. Edgar Hoover 


COMM-FBI 


Tolsoo 


Enclosures (5) 

Communist Party, ii Miner 

LEBIntro'. 4-61v .'uni j ~ 

The Communist A re Aftefc (J^rTMinds 
Expose of Soviet Eqjpionqge'f - ; iyru 
Series from "ChristianiVy Today" 


Porso«ia 


Belmont 

Callahan 


Conrad 


DeLoach 


Evans 


Rosea 


Trotter 


W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 


Ingram 







NOTE: Buttles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr. f of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 



- 2 - 





*»/ 



March 28, 1961 


J* Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Inveetigation 
Washington, 0* C. 

* S 

f • . * 

Dear 3ir, 

- I have become very aware of-the great-threat^of international 
communism to our beloved United Stateo of Amerioa end I as a 
patriotie American want to do everything in my power to deter this 
action* Z wrote the Committee on Un-American Activities for some 
information and in this material was a statement on How To Fight 
Communism* The first step was to flat Tha Facta * I would 
appreciate if you wovld send me all the available information you 
have on Ccnmunlem, its strategy and tacticsj line on its current 
national and international affairs; and major Communist fronts and 
of leading Communists and fellow travelers* 

In the papers and on the radio and television herein Houston, 

I have heard many varied statements concerning The Johxr31rch Society * 
X would appreciate if you would send me some informalion concerning 
this organization and its founder Robert Welsh* 

I have great confidence in you and the Federal Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation* In the past you and your staff have accomplished a tremend¬ 
ous task and 1 want to wish you Cod's blessings in protecting these 
our United Statee in the present and future* 
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U^ITEDtvSTATES G^MIRNMENT 

r Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI 




SAC, WFO (62-P) 


date: 


sudject: THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION 
CONCERNING 


/X' 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 5 copies each of a 
letterhead memo and a letterhead memo of evaluation, 
captioned as above. 



The letterhead memo is classified 
feince information contained therein could reasonably result 
in the identification of a source of continuing value and 
compromise the future effectiveness thereof. 
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I have received your letter of March 28 and f do~ ■ 
appreciate the interest which prompted your communication. £ 


n 


i 

% 


r*. 

..u 


ut 


Although 1 would like to be of service to you, 
the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal govern¬ 
ment and does not make evaluations or draw conclusions hs teg the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 
1 regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in 
si this connection either that we do or do not have data in our files 
'' concerning the organization about which you inquired. 

. In view of your Interest, I am enclosing one of my 

statements which you may like to read. 
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Sincerely yours, 
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v. Idgar Hoover 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society was founded in 12/18 In Indianapolis, Indiana., 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau, 
vVelch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 



To The Com mnrn itL- A ppeal: 

I believe that the average 1 
American cltUen wants to tight 
communism but does-not know 
how. Here eve seven concrete 
steps we can take. 

Attend Sunday School and. 
church aa a family. | 

Encourage your schools ana 
civic clubs to stress patriotism. 

Be proud of your country. 
Display the flag on all appro¬ 
priate occasions, and attend 
patriotic meetings. 

Guide your children in their 
choice of movies, television and 

bt \5se the public library to learn 
wbat communism really la. 

Keep a supply of post cards 
to write your senators and con¬ 
gressmen on ideas of good gov¬ 
ernment. . ■ 

Vote in all elections. 

I suggeat the reader cut these 
out and place them where they, 
can be aAially reminder; light¬ 
ing communism is a progressive 


b6 

b7C 


enclosure 



f 










Pf 

■ t 


. ■■ 


^ . C ■ ■ > '■ -r'-Ki 

ft 


code ;•; 


: MlA'/x Wr* 

^: v RASI^fUM 

1 ^ 1 ;• LX-lO^Ol' 

SAC INDIANAPOLIS 


FROM DIRECTOR FBI 


3-24-61 


DEFERRED 


_I INFORMATION CONCERNING, RESEARCH 

(CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS SECTION) BY LETTER RECEIVED MARCH b7 C 


TWENTY-THREE, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE,I 


ADVISED 


HE IS MEMBER OF THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY (JBS) AND INDICATED HE 
INTENDS TO VISIT INDIANAPOLIS OFFICE ON MARCH TWENTY-SEVEN, 


NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE TO DISCUSS THIS ORGANIZATION. |_|PREVI- 

OUSLY WROTE TO ME ON MARCH FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, 
REQUESTING INFORMATION REGARDING JBS AND I REPLIED ON MARCH 
TWENTY-THREE, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, THAT FBI DOES NOT MAKE 
EVALUATIONS REGARDING ORGANIZATIONS. YOU SHOULD FURNISH NO 


COMMENTS REGARDING JBS TO 


ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUC¬ 


TIONS IN SAC LETTER SIXTY-ONE - FOURTEEN (D). 


i.. » .. 


Tolsoo_ ^ ^ \ > 

M a r^zSEH:JO " V . 

(4 ) NOTE: See Jones to DeLoajgh Jxre^gadated 3-24-61 ca ptionedl 

Conrad"!- I IA.FH: JO* 

DoLoadi_ i JF j 

Evono- / , *. » / 

Mai on*_C , "j r "• ., Cf */ 

&31W5' 198-/ ’■ • 

Trotl.r- Cj . Uf / ’ > \Jj/T f ' • 

W.C. Sullivan_ . (JW » _ 4 //ft . ~Vj/ 

Tel*. Room_ ' ‘ffi on ■>. * |ry|f 

Ingram v . . * ' -AiDf , *11 D 7 ^ > * V *' 

Gandy_ MAH. ROOM L_I TELETYPE UNIT L5s£|\ • * ‘ • . 
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DEFERRED 3-24-61 9-44 PM JSA 
TO SAC INDIANAPOLIS 
FROM DIRECTOR l P 

INFORMATION CONCERNING, RESEARCH 
/CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS SECTION/ BY LETTER RECEIVED MARCH 
TWENTY-THREE, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, | 1 
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ADVISED 


HE IS MEMBER OF THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY /JBS/ AND INDICATED HE 
INTENDS TO VISIT INDIANAPOLIS OFFICE ON MARCH TWENTY-SEVEN, 
NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE TO DISCUSS THIS ORGANIZATION, j I PREVI- 

OUSLY WROTE TO ME ON MARCH FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, 
REQUESTING INFORMATION REGARDING JBS AND I REPLIED ON MARCH 
TWENTY-THREE, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, THAT FBI DOES NOT MAKE 
EVALUATIONS REGARDING ORGANIZATIONS. YOU SHOULD FURNISH NO 
COMMENTS REGARDING JBS To j j lN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUC¬ 
TIONS IN SAC LETTER SIXTY-ONE-FOURTEEN /$/// /D/. 

END PLS ACK 
OK FBI IP HGB 
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UNITE#®. STATES GOVEI^^^NT 

Memorandum 


to : Mr. DeLoach 


t 


date: March 24, 1961 


Toliton _ 

Persona _ 

Moht_ 

Balmont _ 
Collahon . 

Conrad _ 

DuLoach . 

Evana _ 

Malona_ 

Rosan _ 

Tav#|_ 

Trotrar_ 





W.C. Sullivan . 

Te/e. Room_ 

Irvgram- 

Gondy _ 
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On 3- 23-61 a letter signed bv captio ned individual enclosing a 
business card of tha j and a newspap er clip ping 

regarding the .John^Birch Society w as received bv the Director. | i ndicated 
in his letter he had joined a M Birch Chapter” on 3-5-61 and asks whether he 
would be helping the fight against communism by working with the organization. 

He stated he plans to visit the Indianapolis Office of the'.FBI on 3-27-61 to 
discuss the John Birch Society. 

Bufiles show ) ~| wrote the Director on 3-15-61 enclosing . 
material regarding the John Bi rch Soc iety and inquiring about it. By letter 
of 3-23-61 the Director advise d | that the FBI does not make evaluations k c 
or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication 
or individual. 

OBSERVATION: 


Since-the reply to j T initlal communication makes it clear 
that no information can be furnished by the FBI regarding the John Birch Society, 
there is no apparent reason to acknowledge his second letter. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 


(1) Attached radiogram advising Indianapolis Division ofT 
intention to inquire about the John Birch Society on 3-27-61 be approveaT 



A 
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3-23-61. 


(2) No acknowledgment be made te j | letter received 
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Mr. 
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Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

* Mr.' 

Mr. 
nr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Malone—-- 

Mr. Rosen- 

Mr. Tavel- 

Mr. Trotter-— 

Mr. Jones- 

Mr. M.C. Suitivan- 

Tele. Room- 

Mr. Ingram-- 

Miss Holmes.- 

Miss Gandy.- 


Tol son *—Ji 


parsoi 

r\ 


Hohr, 

Bel mont 
'Callahan 
Con rad _ 
OeLoach- 
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Dear Mr* tfoover: I wrote you 
last week, " and sent(®t.ipping 
from the lrf>uisvil3£\3L®© 8 * Here 
is ano ther* on the ^Birch Soc iety* 

JohtiJ T~ 

I Joined a’TJffdK'vhapter 3-5-61, 
and would hike to know if they 
are Loyal, and would I "be helping 
the fight against Communism, by 
working with them, and doing 
what I can, to stop Creeping 
Socialism, and also Communism* 

I plan to stop at your office, 
Indianapolis, Monday, 3-27,61, 
to discuss with your folks. Some 
things came up at two meetings . 

I would like to cover. I know yot 
cannot give out'informat ion,..but, 1 
I want to work with a thoroly 
American group, and want no part 
of lies, and smears* 


Can you he lp, please< 
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/Presbyterian' 
'Raps Birch 
(Society 3-20-61 

, Louisville Times 

Santa Barbara, Calif, Marcri 
j 20 t£)—The chief executive of¬ 
ficer of the United Presbyter- * 
ian Church in the U.S.A. SBys 
that the John Birch Society is 
waging "campaigns of false- 
hoods” against the church. { 

Dr. Eugene Carson Blake 
said yesterday that the extreme 
right-wing organization is en¬ 
gaged in a plan to smear lead¬ 
ers of the Presbyterian Church 
J and the National Council of 
1 Churches as being sympathetic 
, to Communism. 

I He called this "bearing false 
witness.’’ The Los A n ge 1 e s 
• churchman, the Presbyterians' 

’ stated clerk, told members of 
(the Presbyterian-Church of 
I Santa Barbara: 

, “I challenge this congrega- > 
j tion to wake up to what is hap¬ 
pening to you under the guise ‘ 
I of anti-Communism. A free < 
I church with a free pulpit gov- ' 
erned under constitutional law, 
along with a free nation under 1 
a free Constitution, is the best i 
resistance there could be . 
against Communist totalitarian-1 
ism 

"Don't let your American¬ 
ism and your Presbyterianism 
be corrupted by those who 
would substitute a fuehrer 
principal for our free society.” 

Tbe John Birch Society, 
named for a man killed by the 
Chinese Communists, is a group 
which claims to fight Commu- 
ninist infiltration. Among 
prominent U.S citizens it has 
termed to be Communist dupes 
are former President Dwight I 
U—£iseahower, Harry J - Mirren ' 
and Franklin D. RooseveltT 




NOTICE 

One copy of this brochure is being supplied free to every 
member of the Society. And we shall also make a certain 
additional amount of free distribution of the brochure 
from the Home Office. 

But since we simply cannot afford the cost of the quantities 
that we know will be requested, we are obliged to make 
a charge for all copies except those indicated in the first 
paragraph above. We are, however, for obvious reasons 
keeping this charge just as close to the actual printing 
cost as we dare. 


This is to advise all concerned, therefore, that the price 
of The New Brochure is ten cents per copy, in quantities 
of any size, large or small. Minimum shipment is ten 
copies for one dollar. Simply address: 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
Belmont 78, Massachusetts 





Application For Membership 


THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
Belmont 78, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 

This is my application for membership in the_ 

Chapter of THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, for one year 
from this date, and for automatic renewal each year 
thereafter, unless I resign in writing. I understand 
the dues schedule printed on the back of this sheet, 
as applicable to myself. 

If my application is accepted, I agree that my mem¬ 
bership may be revoked at anytime, by a duly appointed 
officer of the Society, without the reason being stated, 
on refund of the pro rata part of my dues paid in 
advance. 

Sincerely, 

(Name) _ _ 


(Address) 


Date 


Dues Received 


ALL IirronSATlON CONTAINED 
HZRZIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE BiSftfrmvr, 


Application Approved 

By_ 

-Title 5 





DUES SCHEDULE 



Life membership in the Home Chapter, 

(which automatically covers member¬ 
ship in any local chapter), for men or 

women.$1,000. 00 

(This may be paid in two consecutive 
annual installments of $500. 00 each. ) 


Regular annual membership in the 

Home Chapter For men. $24. 00 

For women . . . 12. 00 

Membership in a local chapter, mini¬ 
mum per year: For men. $24. 00 

For women. . . , 12. 00 

(This may be paid as $2. 00 per month 


for men, and $1. 00 per month for wom¬ 
en, to the local Chapter Leader. ) 

If any member wishes to pay larger dues, 
to support the Society's work (or to make 
contributions for that purpose), such 
dues or contributions may also be split 
into monthly installments if desired. 

(Applications for membership in local chapters 
should be approved by the Chapter Leader. Appli¬ 
cations for membership in the Home Chapter will 
be approved by the home office. ) 







THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
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From Our Mail 



These messages and extracts are select¬ 
ed from the thousands that now pour in on us 
every month, Though much too flattering, they do 
not feed our vanity, we can assure you. Instead, they 
increase our solemn consciousness of the staggering re¬ 
sponsibility we have assumed. But they do make the unceasing 
hard work seem all the more worth while, and strengthen our de¬ 
termination to live up to that responsibility so far as it is humanly pos¬ 
sible, with Cod's help, to do so. We reprint these comments here in the 
hope that out members* and many friends and prospective members* will share 
with us the inspiration received from such words of 


APPRECIATION and ENCOURAGEMENT 

"Since the day I saw the tape, where you appeared 
on the screen, I have intended to write you -- 

"If people who see and hear you, on that tape (film), 
are not stirred to their very souls, to want to be a part 
of this great work you are doing, there must be some¬ 
thing wrong 

A Housewife In California 

"Again, may I thank you for all that you have done 
and are continuing to do, not only for me, but for this 
wonderful country of ours -- somehow I feel that its 
destiny lies a great deal in your hands. 11 

A Student At Yale 

"It is indeed good to belong to an active, directed 
unit of a growing army in this struggle with the Com¬ 
munists, and we are deeply grateful for the superb qual¬ 
ity of the strategy, direction, and dedication provided by 
your leadership. " 

A Working Mother In Wisconsin 

"My wife and I have never been so inspired as by 
your program and by the potential of whatcan be accom¬ 
plished through The John Birch Society. " 

A Business Executive In Arizona 


> 
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» O BOX 2052 


CHARLES RICHARDSON, JR. Carmel,California 

3 November I960 


Dear Mr. Welch: 

History has conclusively demonstrated that 
the one thing which the human family Is ubable to overcome. 

Is the disease and decay which Inevitably result from too 
much „mater1 a 11stIc luxury. , 

In spite of eight years of Eisenhower, wl fh 
your help I have tried to maintain optimism, but the 
snectecle which confronts us next Tuesday Is such that 
if seems crystal clear that we are witnessing the final 
stages of our beloved nation. 

I 

I am eternally grateful that it has been my 
personal privilege to Have lived during an era which 
produced such courageous patriots, possessing absolute 
Integrity, faith, terrific mental capacity and other 
Important qualities of character, Ineludi ng sense of humor etc., 
such as you have always symbolized. 

I am particularly thankful for having been 
privileged to have read your many superb writings, and am 
only sorry that Tt was not my additional privilege to have 
known you personally* 

Thank you sir for the truly great and 
heroic battle which you have so unselfishly fought 
at terrific personal sacrifice, for our beloved nation. 

Looking at the candidates for the Presidency and Vice 
Presidency If Is quite apparent that the battle you have 
been waging Is temporarily lost, but the se<-ds you have sawn, 
will bear fruit < s omewh er e **! n the years that lie ahead. 

Wj t.h my admiration, respect and warm 
persona! regards and appreci a t Idin, I am \ 



Robert Welch, Esquire, 

c/o The John Birch Society, Inc., 

Belmont 78, Mass. 


I 
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"X pray for you very often. " 

A Fundamentalist Protestant In Massachusetts 

"You are constantly in my prayers. " 

A Catholic Priest In Connecticut 


" -- the John Birch Society, the best citizen-patriot program I 
know of to save America. " 

A Famous Editor In Tennessee 

"Every day in every way I'm more and more convinced that our 
Society, with you at the helm guiding its destiny, is mankind's la^t 
great hope for survival. 11 

A Teacher In Arkansas 


"I’m certainly thankful that you introduced us to the John Birch 
Society. I’m in it with both feet now. I'm leading a chapter; a6 well 
as showing Communism On The Map and giving an introductory 
presentation to the Society to groups of people, about twice a week. 

We have had several successful local projects, I think this is really 
our one last hope. " 

From A Businessman In California, 

To His Friend In Tennessee 

"When I first joined The John Birch Society I objected to the words 
"traitor" and "treason" in our booklets, but now I don't believe these 
terms are strong enough to describe the actions of our officials in the 
State Department, etc. These people must be damned for the rats that 
they are. 11 

From Wichita, Kansas 

"May Cod bless you, Mr. Welch! A very short time ago I was 
too busy -- cleaning house, caring for my family, playing bridge, 
etc. , completely oblivious to what was really happening to this won¬ 
derful country of ours, and now I'm striving hard to learn all of the 
things I should have been knowing for the past ten or fifteen years — 
as a member of the Society. We should get down on our knees to 
thank God that America has such men as you -- and I do! ! " 

From Arcadia, California 

"This is the first anti-Communist organization which to me has a 
definite plan of action at which everyone can work. " 

From Acton, Indiana 


"Mr. Welch -- Please know how much this society means to me. 
My first and lasting impression after seeing your filmed speech was -- 
’This is the beginning of "the road back. " ' May God reward you for 
your personal sacrifice of income, time, and self. Would that each of 
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Sutrrsr of ^Sicljiin 

449 NO^rtH f MPOR|A AVENUE 

filixlirt.** 2, lUinMe 

Siorrsnn (Cliaurrry 

October 7. I960 


Mr. Kanneth L. Meyer* 
1427 North Holyoke 
Wichita 8, Kao*** 

Dear Friend Kenneth: 


Thank you very much (or your gracious visit of Friday morning. 

I was very happy to meet with you and your good friend to diacu** the 
important need In America at the moment--the virtue of patriotism and 
a renewed dedication to the sacred ideal* of the United State* ol America. 

I have read carefully your description and the purpoae* of The 
John Birch Society. The twelve principles describing the general philos¬ 
ophy of the Society are nothing more than the Ten Commandment* of Cod 
In modern language, 

I am returning your material* a* promised and 1 enclose a small 
check in the amount of ten dollar* ($10) for the John Birch Society. 

With every good wish, 1 remain 

Your devoted friend, / 


Most Rev. Mark K. Carroll, 
Bishop of Wichita 


MKC:bb 

Enc. 




us could emulate your example. As a mother of five ...... I feel 

deeply that I cannot go to my grave without trying to help give thi6 
world back to God who made it. Do not feel you need make any reply 
to this note. " 

From Bellaire, Texas 

’1 shall consider it a high privilege to work as a member of The 
John Birch Society. " 

"An invitation to join The John Birch Society is an answer to an 
earnest prayer that I might be of some service toward helping to re¬ 
store good government and all the other things that this society stands 
for, I shall do everything required of me to be an enthusiastic and 
consecrated member. " 

Separate Messages From Husband And 
Wife In Houston, Texas 

'T am terribly discouraged, but the activities of The John Birch 
Society give me one ray of hope. " 

From Skaneateles, New York 

"With each day that passes I am more convinced of the necessity 
and merit of The John Birch Society. The immensity of Mr. Welch's 
undertaking and his dedicated leadership is an inspiration, " 

From Newington, Virginia 

"Since joining the John Birch Society I believe the United States 
will survive the Communists' threat. Before X couldn't see how in the 
world we could combat traitors in government schools, churches, 
etc. Thank God for John Bjrch -- I'm with you 100% and I'm getting 
other Americans to join. " 

From La Canada, California 

"Thought you might like to have a copy ol the personal message 
from me to each of the delegates to the All-American Conference 
Annual Meeting at Kansas City which is scheduled to take place on 
November 10 — 11 — 12. It is my plan to insert a copy with each of your 
wonderful 'A WORLD GONE CRAZY* magazines, 250 copies of 
which reached me in the morning's deliveries. 

"It is with pleasure that 1 enclose my check to cover the amounts 
stated in the attached duplicate invoices. " 

From New Bedford, Massachusetts 

"I have clipped out the articles in the Boston Herald about you and 
the work you are doing to bring us back to what I knew fifty to eighty 
years ago. If the John Birch Society will only continue to work for the 
two things: fight Communism and work for less government, more in¬ 
dividual responsibility, and a better world, some day we can be saved. 
With deep respect for a fighting, old fashioned real American . . . . " 

From Nashua, New Hampshire 
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Ail Error Corrected . . . 

An Editors’ Note 

Recent controversy over the may hold on a particular subject 


John Birch Society has resulted 
in a situation which the Sunflower 
sincerely regrets. 

The situation arose from the 
"Inquiring Reporter" column, con¬ 
ducted by Jack Robbins, a Sun¬ 
flower staff member, and which 
appeared in the Nov. 16 issue of 
this newspaper. 

A "student" who gave his name 
as Thomas Goodwin, Business sen¬ 
ior, and who was quoted os al¬ 
leging that , the anti-Bemi- 
liam that characterizes some of 
their literature, condemn* the en¬ 
tire group," does not exist. Of¬ 
ficials in the Registrar's Office 
have confirmed that no person by 
that name is registered here. 

In fact, it is not now known 
whether or not a Thomas Goodwin 
does exist at all. But, the Sun¬ 
flower published the name of the 
individual in good faith, particu¬ 
larly since he identified himself 
■« a WU student. 

In reporting student comments, 
the Sunflower does not determine 
in advance how much knowledge 
the various students have about 
the questions posed. The Sun¬ 
flower, instead, strives to present 
at random what views any student 


and airs them in a public forum 
type of column. 

The reporter and the Sunflower 
apparently were the victims cither 
of a campus prankster or of a 
hoax, and in being one of the» 
victims, the paper inadvertently 
reproduced in print an allegation 
that subsequent investigation by 
the reporter showed to be un 
founded. 

In the words ot Robbins, the 
reporter, "As far os 1 now know 
there is nothing anti-semitic in 
the literature of the John Birch 
Society." 

The Sunflower regrets that this 
item in its inquiring reporter 
column was published under the 
banner of a student's opinion 
when it was not and that the ma¬ 
terial contained in the comment 
is not true, according to members 
of the Society and according to 
the reporter who made further and 
later investigation. 

Indeed, the Sunflower regrets 
it whenever it, or any other news¬ 
paper, inadvertently publishes on 
irresponsible statement of what¬ 
ever nature. 

The Editors 
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"I'm bo happy to be a part of the John Birch Society, as for two 
months before I heard of it I was fighting in the dark -- by writing my 
congressmen, newspaper, etc. -- but 1 felt so all alone by doing so. 
Now I feel as though I'm hitting at the right place at the right time. 

"Thank you so much for all you're doing to lead us. " 

From Bellaire, Texas 

"It is wonderful to see that our voice is being heard. If there 
were not fear of us we would surely be ignored as in the past, but 
thanks to your organization and leadership we are finally getting 
through and IT'S ABOUT TIME!" , 

From Pasadena, California 

"Keep giving it straight -- the truth will eventually penetrate, the 
smears and castigations mean nothing -- facts and the truth are the 
only important items. " 

From Shelburn, Indiana 

"Cod Bless the Society. You, Mr. Welch, and all our associates 
are doing a magnificent job for our great Nation. I wish I could con¬ 
tribute a hundred, a thousand times what I do. " 

From West De Pere, Wisconsin 

"In order to fight Communism effectively, we must be as mili¬ 
tant for our country as they are militant for Soviet Russia. The John 
Birch Society is a step in the right direction and I am proud to be a 
member. " 

From New York City 

"We have long wanted an organization with leadership and pur¬ 
pose to coordinate our efforts in behalf of America. We have just 
that in the John Birch Society. God Bless you for your dedication 
and 1 am proud to add my meager efforts to those who must stand or 
fall -- proudly -- in this 'give us liberty or give us death' battle. " 

. From Unionville, Connecticut 

"Keep up the good work. My prayers are with you. " 

(And A Contribution Too) From Dallas, Texas 

"I endorse your policy of speaking forthrightly and firmly without 
engaging in euphemisms. We are dealing with an enemy who lacks any 
ethical sensitivity. We are at war with him, not might be or will be. 
We have to use war tactics. » 

From St; Augustine, Florida 

"Being a new member I have no comments other than to wish that 
the John Birch Society had started much sooner. We have needed 
something of this kind for a long time. I would say it is the duty of 
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PROTECTING OUR FREEDOM 

Many Americans who have been watching the 
relentless expansion of Commnmst power throughout 
the world are gravely concerned for the future of 
our nation — and mankind's freedom. They are a- 
ware that in 40 years of extraordinary success the 
Communists have already achieved most of Lenin's 
blueprint for conquest, which has been summarized 
and paraphrased as follows: "First, we will take east¬ 
ern Europe; next, the masses of Asia; then we shall 
encircle that last bastion of capitalism, the United 
States of America. We shall not have to attack; it 
will fall like an overripe fruit into our hands." 

With infiltration, control of propganda outlets, 
and cunning political maneuvering — while our nation 
looked on with only mild interest — the Communists 
gobbled up eastern Europe; then most of the masses 
of Asia, including China's 500 million. And now we 
witness Cuba, 90 miles from Florida, being converted 
into a Communist stronghold, the base for widespread 
Latin American activities. Thus Lenin's blueprint 
for expansion, no matter how fantastic it may have 
sounded through the years, has become a reality- The 
U. S. A. is encircled, and within our borders the Com¬ 
munists are undermining our will to resist. 

Freedom lint Free 

A few million alerted Americans have watched 
this step by step expansion of Communjsm and have 
worried about it. A small percentage of them have 
become actively engaged in some kind of citizenship 
work to alert and arouse the remainder of our popu¬ 
lation to the veiy real danger. But most Americans 
still know very little about the nature of Communism, 
its tactics and strategy. It's something unpleasant 
to think about and they hope and trust it will soon go 
away. Moreover, they pay scant attention to the 
source of their freedom. They take freedom for 
granted, as something that will continue forever with¬ 
out any effort on their part. 

Last week a group of 12 people met one evening 
in the town of Searcy. Arkansas, population 8,000. 
In the group was a business man, a college professor, 
a school executive, the vice-president of a corporation, 
a preacher, the wife of an industrialist, two women 
office workers, a college student, a housewife, . . . 
people drawn from various walks of life. They were 
meeting to plan a month’s work on behalf of their 
nation. They are dedicated to the cause of freedom. 
They know that freedom isn’t free. They sre making 
personal sacrifices in work to pay for freedom — for 
themselves and for their children. 


The John Birth Society 

At the meeting a film on Communism was screen¬ 
ed. A book review was given The group's circulating 
library was discussed. Prospective recruits were 
listed. Each member of the group reported on hi, 
activities for February. Each had written a number 
of letters — to government leaders in Washington 
pointing out, respectfully, things that might be dime 
to strengthen our nation; to government leaders, 
complimenting an action; to the head of a nationwide 
organization, supporting a recent statement; to a 
corporation executive, making a suggestion; and so 
on. The meeting lasted nearly three hours. No one 
was in a hurry to get home. The month's work sched¬ 
ule ahead was discussed A zeal in purpose and ac¬ 
complishment manifested itself throughout the group. 

This was the regular monthly meeting of Th'e 
John Birch Society in Searcy. Across the nation, 
hundreds of similar small groups were meeting. The 
John Birch Society has one simple long-range pur¬ 
pose: to work for less government, more responsibili¬ 
ty, and a better world. One of its shortrange object¬ 
ives is to become a citizen force capable of defeating 
the aims of Communism. In its first year of ex¬ 
istence, without publicity or organized, promotion, its 
growth has been remarkable - and heartening. Any 
American who loves freedom and is willing to work, 
work, work to protect it can find intelligent direction 
and companionship in a John Birch Society group. 

It is a unique movement. Its founder is Robert 
Welch, nationally-known Massachusetts industrialist 
Fifteen months ago. having already given up his busi¬ 
ness responsibilities to devote his full time to the 
movement, he invited eleven prominent American 
leaders to a meeting in Indianapolis For two day* 
he presented the shocking facts-of-life in our world 
today. Then he outlined the plan for the movement 
he was founding. His goal, he told them, was a work¬ 
ing John Birch group in every American community. 
Only people, dedicated and working at the task could 
protect freedom and its blessings He asked for 
their moral .financial,and physical support- Whether 
he got it or not, he told the J1 prominent Americans, 
he was going forward with his plan. He got their 
immediate and enthusiastic support. Today The John 
Birch Society chapters are active in 20 states and are 
being formed in all 50. The movement may be con¬ 
tacted by writing The John Birch Society. Belmont 78, 
Massachusetts. 



every true American to join and support to the best of one's ability 
the work of this group. " 

From Pasadena, California 

"Thank you for your tireless and selfless devotion! I pray we 
will give added support great enough to work a miracle. 1 " 

From Memphis, Tennessee 

"The John Birch Society is precisely what T have been looking 
for. Thanks, Mr. Welch, and your associates. " 

From Dallas, Texas * 

"I'm a new member of this society and feel that much good can 
be accomplished by the united effort of us all. " 

From Grenada, Mississippi 

"I was pleased to hear of Jack Mabley's and the Milwaukee pa¬ 
per's attack on the Society. We know Mabley. His attack 

shows that we are making progress -- they only fight back when they 
are getting hurt. " 

From Lake Bluff, Illinois 

"Cod Bless you in your magnificent determination to do a job of 
saving America for Americans. " 

From Grants Pass, Oregon 

"Apparently, you've had some carping -- so may we here do 
some cheering ! Hats off to all of you dedicated patriots and the truly 
marvelous job you are doing. We're quite proud to be 'John Birchers* 
-- think we're in mighty good company. " 

From Bellaire, Texas 

"Don't acknowledge this as I have no comments except words of 
encouragement and one buck. Only hope I can contribute more of both 
in the future. " 

From Los Angeles, California 

'T have no comments except that it is enlightening to know how 
fast the society is growing. Slowly here in Lubbock we will grow. It 
is great to be able to read material that is fact -- such as AMERI¬ 
CAN OPINION and the bulletin, rather than the newspapers. " 

From Lubbock, Texas 

"As a new member, I would like to express my appreciation to 
you, for what you are doing for our country. I am proud to be a part 
of the John Birch Society, and will do all in my power to help make 
our Society a living thing. There isn't a chapter here in our area yet, 
but hope to have one soon. Have some interested people and have 
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shown the 'Movie* twice. God bless you. " 

From South San Gabriel, California 

"I have only been a member of the Society for a few months, but 
I feel proud to be associated with such a fine group. ..... 1 have 

a proud feeling in my heart, for everyone who is helping our country 
to survive, at this crucial time. " 

From Portsmouth, New Hampshire 

"I thank you for the John Birch Society and would like to com¬ 
mend you on every firm stand taken. " * 

From Tacoma, Washington 

"We both appreciate very much the John Birch Society and all you 
are doing for the good of our wonderful country. We are thankful for 
this Society as we feel that we are really doing something worthwhile 
when we carry out your instructions. We wish to commend you for 
the fine publication American Opinion. We always read it from cover 
to cover and glean information that we find no other place. " 

Also From Tacoma, Washington 

"This is the first time I have participated in the John Birch So¬ 
ciety as an active member. It has given me a great deal of satis¬ 
faction to be able to do something. I have done a good deal of reading 
and exchanging views, attending meetings, etc. , but never felt 1 was 
accomplishing anything. Even when 1 wrote my congressmen I didn't 
know if it would do any good. 1 had a forlorn feeling. Now I realize 
that many people concentrating on a given subject can do wonders. 

This is exactly as it should be. If at any time, however, I feel 1 can't 
go along with your views and thinking I reserve the right to refrain 
from writing or acting but will give you notice of my disagreement. 
Thank you for giving me a goal for which to work. " 

From Stevensville, Montana 

"No improvement in the John Birch Society is needed at the top 
unless it were that its founder doesn't knock himself out. The en¬ 
thusiasm at the lowest level is the fire under the effort." 

From Pasadena, California 

"Little did I know years ago when I heard John Birch preach that 
I would some day be a member of a patriotic organization named for 
him. I am 6o happy to be a new John Birch member. " 

From Fori Worth, Texas 

"Every time I hear Mr. Welch speak, I appreciate even more the 
values of Qualified Leadership, and I realize that it is the lack of 3uch 
leadership that has stopped other anti-communist groups from becom¬ 
ing effective, " 

From Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
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W. D. Workman 

Communism hu 
admitted friend* In 
America. But non* of 
II* enemle* are mon 
do*ted. determined, or 
downright hoalll* than 
are the member* of the 
John Birch Society. 

That band or dedicated 
anti-Communtat* atUI U 
relatively smaD In num¬ 
ber*. but It make* up in 
Intensity for what It lack* In itie. And 
It* site U flowing steadily, a* more and 
more American* become aware of It* ex¬ 
istence and It* purpose. 

Back of the John Bimh Society 1* an 
uncompromising businessman named 
Robert Welch, who seems to live on equal 
parte of nervous energy, hatred of Com 
monism, and distrust both of the United 
Nations and of almost every agency of 
the United State* government It a-aa he 
who founded the Society, who named It, 
and who give* it the chief impetus and 
character. 

in this day of organliaUons gone to 
seed the John Birch Society stand* apart 
In bold relief. It is authoritarian, and 
Insists upon a disciplined following. II 
brooks no wrangling or haggling over 
Society policies or procedures. And It is 
as quick to Invite memberi out of the 
organisation as In. tf It appear* that IU 
cause might suffer by their presence. 

The cause la everything, and it Is a 
cause of both breadth and depth. The 
primary objective Is U> halt the spread 
of communism In this country. Por Rob¬ 
ert Welch contends with fervor that "In¬ 
credible** Inroads already have been made 
Into Ihe nation'* legislative halls, govern¬ 
mental agenda* labor union*, schools. 


The John Birch Society 

church#* and society In gentral Beyond 
that la the goal of atrengthenlng the 
hand* of antt-Communtste abroad, to 
that tha Communist conspiracy may be 
halted everywhere. 

Along with these well-defined goeie la 
the more Intangible objective of combat¬ 
ing collectivUm in the interesla of achlef- 
ing ‘leas government, more reipenilbti- 
lly. and a better world," 

In Its sleadfaat drive toward these re¬ 
lated goals, the John Birch Society de¬ 
mands of Ite members both sacrifice and 
dedication. Welch put* it in time words: 

“We need disciplined pullers at the 
oaraj not passenger* In Ihe boat .... 
We do not ask that you give th* John 
Birch Society the whole of yoifr live*, for 
you might a* well b* taken over by Com¬ 
munism If that be Ih* caw . but we 
do expect move work and sacrifice In this 
society than will be asked of you In any 
other organteatlon " 

Welch make* his personal bid for sup¬ 
port In a gruelling, two-day talkathon. 
In whleh he palnte a grim picture of Com¬ 
munist successes throughout the world, 
and hold* out tha John Birch Society as 
"tha last b«t hop* of saving our civili¬ 
sation " He eng the handful >f coordi¬ 
nators" who help him spread th* message 
tell their carefully selected prospects; 

•It la the only alternative Either you 
come into the John Birch Society and 
give It your beat, or else you will be de¬ 
voting all of your time to serving a Com¬ 
munist slave state " 

Those who do loin the society are 
called upon to keep abreast of both Com- 
muni at and antl-Communltt develop¬ 
ment* here and abroad, to spread knowl¬ 
edge of such developments among their 
neighbors, to support and sustain anti¬ 
communist* who are righting actively in 


few 



Thil dipping (• Cronrs ihe S tamford 
Advocate , ol Sumford. Connecticut. 
Tha »#m* article appeared on Novem¬ 
ber H. ilto In the many paper* 
throughout the country tarrying the 
syndicated column ot W, D. Workman 
Mr. Workman, who Uvea in Columbia. 
S.C., is author of the eecellent book 
The Caae for The South, published by 
wm-nn-AtteiT- 


governmental and other circles, end lo 
general to "start shocking the American 
people Inlo a realliatlon of how far Com¬ 
munism has crept into this country" 

Welch and his associate* admittedly 
are bearers of III tidings, but they make 
ho effort to conceal their concern and 
their distress over the apathy of Amer¬ 
icans generally Their optimism, when It 
ao«* ahoa- through, te couched in state¬ 
ment* such as thla- 

"W# do not have to lose thu fight at 
HI There la enough strength In America 
to atop Communism If we can atlr It to 1 
action Our danger is immense and im¬ 
minent, but all it takes to win la to build 
understanding *’ 

Thai eflotl lo make American* com¬ 
prehend Is centered In Belmont Mass 
where ihe North Carolina-born Welch 
maintain* headquartett for the John I 
Birrh Boclely The Society * name slems 
from a young Christian missionary, a 
native of OeorgU who Joined the United 
State* force* In Chin* at ihe outbreak 
ol World W»r It. Welch tells or Birch's 
llle and death In a Uttle book saying that 
his brultl murder In coid blood by Chi¬ 
nese Communist* rnede him probably 
the first American casualty In a third 
World War between Ihe Communist* and 
tha ' ever-ihrlnking free world." 


















"Ab a new member I believe this to be an excellent program. 

It places both criticism and praise where needed. " 

From Port Salerno, Florida 

"Sir, I’m most delighted and excited to be a new member of such 
a great crusade. Although I don’t believe I’ll agree with you on all 
issues, we both hold our goals the same and look to the future for 
better government -- 

"I’m with you all the way. " 

From Dickinson, Texas 

» 

"Your writings and your wonderful example should be an inspira¬ 
tion to all decent Americans. They have shaken me from my lethargy 
and made me try to do my part. " 

From Alexandria, Virginia 

"Your Blue Book sold me on your wonderful society. It’s the 
greatest book I’ve ever read. I only wish every American could 
read it. 11 

From Peoria, Illinois 

"Never knew letter writing could be so much fun. It really helps 
to have facts and figures to go on. You certainly are doing a grand 
job. ” 

From Shelby, North Carolina 

"I am very proud to be associated with you. In this perilous time 
every American should do all in his power to live up to our Constitu¬ 
tion ..... Being a member has most certainly enlightened me to 
many things -- things that I was unaware of before. " 

From Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

"Thanks so much for showing us a way in which we may do our 
best to help. The enclosed five dollars isn't much but 1 will try to 
help when I can. Six children require a lot of food and clothes. We 
are trying to cut expenses every way possible. " 

From Beaumont, Texas 

"I have not the slightest doubt that the total war against the com¬ 
munist conspiracy cannot be won without total understanding of the 
problems involved, nor without discipline and direction. All these 
qualities have been lacking so far. 

"The John Birch Society under your leadership is the only move¬ 
ment that can give form and direction to the efforts of the many thou¬ 
sands who are already aware of the danger we are facing. " 

From Beaufort, South Carolina 
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A Most Amazing Organization Leaves 
Members Latitude Of Individuality 


John Birch is named by many as the 
first American casualty of the Cold 
War between Communists and the 
ever-shrinking “Free World.” 

Birch was a Christian missionary, 
born on a farm near Macon, Georgia, 
who was in China when the United 
States entered World War II. On July 
4, 1942, he officially joined General 
Chennault's intelligence service, rose to 
rank of Captain in the U. S. Army, and 
served with bravery and brilliance 
throughout the war. 

Ten days after V-J Day, while in 
uniform on a special peaceful and 
official mission for the U. S. govern¬ 
ment, John Birch was brutally mur¬ 
dered in cold blood by so-called U, S. 
“allies," the Chinese Communists. 

As one of the members of the John 
Birch Society says, "You probably 
never heard of John Birch. This is 
simply because the Communists in 
Washington planned it that way. It 
took five years of determined effort... 
to pierce the blanket of oblivion which 
had been so brazenly thrown over his 
life, and death by Communist sym¬ 
pathizers in our government. As THE 
SATURDAY EVENING POST 
pointed out in an editorial on January 
22, 1955, 'Amazingly, there were in 
Washington responsible officials who 
were willing to suppress news of the 
murder of an American officer, appar¬ 


ently to prevent the American people 
from rising in their wrath and vetoing 
further appeasement of communism.’ 

In 1958, the John Birch Society was 
formed of Americans who as individ¬ 
uals, not representatives of organiza¬ 
tions, want to fight in hometown 
councils to "wake up the American 
people to the serious cancer of the pro- 
Communist activities of Communist 
sympathizers." 

That many of those individuals are 
men who are nationally known — T. 
Coleman Andrews, former Commis- 
sional of Internal Revenue; Tom 
Anderson, editor of FARM AND 
RANCH; Spruille Braden, former 
U.S. ambassador to several countries; 
Adolphe Menjou, screen actor who has 
been in the forefront of patriotic 
movements in recent years; Dean Clar¬ 
ence Manion, former dean of Notre 
Dame Law School—does not eliminate 
the individual character of the Council 
membership.. 

It is this note that makes one of the 
recent bulletins of the John Birch 
Society fascinating — since it under¬ 
lines that which keeps so many organi¬ 
zations from attracting widespread 
membership. We commend the reading 
of the following paragraphs to any per¬ 
son who is seeking, as the Society does, 
"less government, more responsibility, 
and a becter world.” 
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"So we welcome into the Society A who 
disagrees with B’s ideas of how to fight the 
Communists, and B who dislikes A, and C, 
who looks scornfully at them both; and D 
who is too rabid, and E who is too re¬ 
strained, and F who can stand nobody ex¬ 
cept those who land on what he considers 
middle ground; and G who wants to get his 
gun and come out shooting (if we would only 
say the word), and H who wants to win the 
whole struggle solely by educational means, 
and J who thinks that militant animosity and 
slow educational procedures must both be 
subordinated to practical political action; 
and K, who thinks that L is too uncouth, 
and L who thinks that K ;s a stuffed shirt, 
and M who can't tell the difference between 
them; and N who thinks that every third 
member of the Society is a Communist in¬ 
filtrator, and O who thinks any expectation 
of Communist infiltration is exaggerated and 
ridiculous, and P who thinks it doesn’t mat¬ 
ter; and Q who thinks that R is a hound for 
personal publicity, and R who thinks that Q 
is a nonentity, and S who is sure that neither 
is a credit to the Society, and T who thinks 
that V is too bossy and V who thinks that T 
is too mousy, and parliamentary W who 
thinks that even lunch should be eaten ac¬ 
cording to Roberts’ Rules of Order; and X 
who thinks that Y is too much of a sinner, 
and Y who thinks that X is too much of a 
saint, and Z who wants to spend too much 
of his time worrying about somebody clse's 
religion instead of his own. 


"You will note, gentle reader, that U and 
I were left out of the above list. That is be¬ 
cause U, of course, are guilty of none of 
these distracting or disturbing attitudes; and 
because 1, with so much of the responsibility 
for the ultimate effectiveness of The John 
Birch Society, must—within the limits of 
honor and of safety—be tolerant of them all. 

"We do not even want to discourage com¬ 
plaints, for out of a bushel of overdrawn 
fears and prejudices and accusations ^ve are 
bound to find now and then the grains of 
truthful warning which we need. We may be 
slower to move than is liked by some who 
make charges or air their suspicions, While 
we are sure that other members will consider 
us too drastic in the use of our rights of 
expulsion, if and when we do become con 
vinced that charges are justified. But we shall 
do our utmost to gel members of The John 
Birch Society, from A to Z, to work together 
for the purposes of the Society, regardless of 
how, on the outside, they may feel about 
each other. 

"We shall insist on loyalty to rite Society 
while any person is a member, without con¬ 
cerning ourselves as to what that person says 
about the Society, or about your Founder, 
after he or she resigns from membership. We 
have and want, absolutely no control over or 
responsibility for the actions of anybody, ex¬ 
cept as a member of The John Birch Society, 
and tlicn only with the frequently confirmed 
understanding that the same anybody is free 
to resign from the Society at any time." 


From The May 17, 1960 Issue Of 
CHRISTIAN ECONOMICS 

John Birch was a Baptist missionary to China and later became a U. S. Army 
intelligence officer in the war against Japan. As a Christian and one ardently 
devoted to freedom and the principles of self-government he was feared by the 
Communists and finally brutally murdered. 

In his memory, Robert Welch, a nationally-known Massachusetts industrialist, 
organized The John Birch Society for the purpose of furthering the concepts of 
John Birch, defeating the aims of communism, promoting the principles of 
constitutional government and advancing the cause of freedom. 

Many chapters of the Society have been organized throughout the country, 
and those desiring more information about this movement should write to 
The John Birch Society, Belmont 78, Massachusetts. 
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Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteih: 
therefore despise not thou the chastening of the 
Almighty .—Job 5:17. 

Freedom’s Missionaries 

In the past, communism has had few 
effective, dedicated opponents. Thank¬ 
fully, that deficiency is now being rem¬ 
edied by an anti-Communist move¬ 
ment—comprised of thousands of dedi¬ 
cated Americans from every walk of 
life—springing up all across the United 
States. The movement is known as the 
John Birch Society, and its sole purpose 
is to turn back the Communist tidal 
wave threatening to engulf the world. 

What distinguishes The John Birch 
Society from anti-Communist groups 
of the past is that this organization 
knows exactly what it wants to accom¬ 
plish, and it is determined to let nothing 
stand in its way of accomplishing it. It 
is not beset by petty internal squabbling 
over methods and procedures, but, 
rather, possesses boundless energy, un¬ 
usual dedication and skillful leadership. 

The founder of The John Birch 
Society is Robert Welch, a dynamic 
intellectual who rose from humble be¬ 
ginnings on a North Carolina farm 
to become one of the nation’s outstand¬ 
ing business men and one of its most 
serious scholars. In 1958 he abandoned 
his business career completely, deter¬ 
mined to devote his life to fighting the 
Red threat. With little money and with 
only a handful of supporters initially, 
Robert Welch has since fashioned The 
John Birch Society—named for a Bap¬ 
tist missionary who was brutally mur¬ 
dered by the Chinese Communists, 10 


days after the end of World War II— 
into a vibrant, effective organization 
which is growing by leaps and bounds, 
despite a systematic, concerted smear 
campaign by leftists and fellow trav¬ 
elers. 

The two principal characteristics of 
the society are the dedication of its 
members (both Democrats and Repub¬ 
licans, representing all religious denom¬ 
inations), who are made jo study 
communism, and the caliber of its 
leadership, which includes high school 
and college instructors, top ranking 
military officers, and important busi¬ 
ness executives. Believing, as did Jef¬ 
ferson, that resistance to tyranny is 
obedience to God, each member has 
dedicated himself to the important task 
of awakening an apathetic public which 
has been lulled to sleep by the sopor¬ 
ifics of the left. 

The reason for The John Birch 
Society is epitomized in the words of 
Chesterton: 

“Yea, for one great hour’s triumph, 
not in me 

Nor any hope of mine did I rejoice, 

But in a meadow game of girls 
and boys 

Some sunset in the centuries to be." 

Nowhere, in any nation where the 
Communists have come to power, are 
their meadow games of girls and boys. 
Instead, the serenity of childhood has 
been replaced with forced labor camps, 
political indoctrination schools, and the 
systematic destruction of family life. By 
opposing communism, the society hopes 
to prevent the same from occurring in 
America. 

The uninformed will doubtless scoff 
at the purposes of The John Birch 
Society, just as the uninformed always 
scoff at whatever they are ignorant of. 
But neither their calumnies, nor the 
deliberate slanders of influential fellow 
travelers, should deter this movement 
from its noble goal. We wish it every 
success in its mission. 



WILLIAM C MULLENDORE 
EDISON BUILDING 
LOS ANGELES 


January 31, 1961 


Mr. Robert Welch 

The John Birch Society, Inc. 

Belmont 78, Massachusetts 


Dear Mr. Welch: 


I would like to add my own to the 
many expressions of appreciation which you are 
receiving for your fine leadership in the fight 
against the communist conspiracy. The John Birch 
Society is deserving of the encouragement and 
support of all who are concerned about the great 
inroads which communism is making in our country 
and throughout the world. 

In some instances you have had to 
say some harsh things about some policies and acts 
of friends of mine which went farther than I would 
be willing to go. I feel sure, for example, that 
Chris Herter is a patriotic and able man and that 
reflections upon his honor, integrity and patriotism 
are not justified. Yet I agree with you that some 
of his statements and policies as Secretary of State 
did not do justice to his good intentions. 

You have my moral support, admiration 
and best wishes. 


Sincerely, 


WCM:md 


T. COLEMAN ANDREWS 

6 IMS LANE 

MCHMOND 26. VIRGINIA 

April 20, 1960 

Mr. C. M. Crawford, Leader 
Wilshire Chapter #89 
The John Birch Society 
3434 West 6th Street 
Los Angeles 5, California 

Dear Mr. Crawford: 

I am happy to have an opportunity to tell you something about 
Bob Welch. Bob is, as you know, the editor and publisher of 
AMERICAN OPINION,which enjoys the reputation of being one of 
the country's leading publications dedicated to the cause of 
conservatism. . 

Bob is without doubt one of the most patriotic men I have ever 
known.and one of the hardest working for the cause to which he 
has now come to devote all of his time,to the complete exclusion 
of his private interests. He is convinced that a Communist 
conspiracy to impose socialist dictatorship upon the world has 
been in acistence for years and is Increasing in intensity and 
tempo, and in his voluminous writing and speaking has adduced 
enough evidence in support of his conviction to convince anyone 
who is willing to take the time to read or listen. 

The John Birch Society is one of Bob's brain children and its 
symbol is the life story of John Birch, a God-fearing patriot who, 
after a long period of behlnd-the-llnes operations in China, was 
brutally and cold-bloodedly murdered by the Chinese Communists, 
who were supposed to be our friends, while on a peaceful mission 
ten days after the war with Japan ended. 

I think that the measure of Bob Welch can be best seen by a 
scanning of the list of outstanding Americans -- from which I 
exclude myself, of course — who Bob has assembled around him 
as The Council of The John Birch Society. 

The Communists have gone far toward taking us without firing a 
shot, and I have heard several of the country's outstanding men 
say very frankly that The John Birch Society appears to be the 
only hope of stemming the tide of infiltration from the East. 

Sincerely, 



T.^Coleman Andrews 


Spruille Braden 


320 EAST T2“» STREET 

New York 31, Nbw York 


REoENT7 9056 

April 19, I960 


Dear Mr. Crawford: 

In reply to your April 13 letter, I have known Mr. 
Robert Welch for a number of years, first in the , 
National Association of Manufacturers Foreign Rela¬ 
tions Committee, and at meetings of that organization. 
Subsequently, I came to admire the splendid and patri¬ 
otic job he was doing in the publication of AMERICAN 
OPINION. Without ever making any inquiry as to his 
antecedents, I came to know more or leas automatically 
that he was a highly regarded and successful manu¬ 
facturer. I have a natural fellow feeling for him 
because of his alarm as to the state of our nation 
and the courage which he demonstrated through AMERICAN 
OPINION and otherwise in fighting the malignant in¬ 
fluences of collectivism and communism. 

Shortly after he formed the John Birch Society and 
I spent an entire day listening to him, I decided 
that at long last here was the one organization which 
could make the fight effectively against these dis¬ 
rupting influences in our country. I had for long 
felt that while many different patriotic organiza¬ 
tions attacking these problems from various angles 
were to the good, that to become really effective, 
there must be one central properly organized group, 
with competent leadership. In the John Birch Society 
I found the organization, and in Bob Welch the 
leadership. 

I trust that the foregoing covers the questions you 
had in mind. 

With all best wishes, 

Faithfully 


Mr. C. M. Crawford 
Dominguez Estate Company 
34-34 W. 6‘- k St. 

Los Angeles 5, California 
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CARDINAL'S RESIDENCE 

a»0» COMMONWEALTH AVlNUl 
g q iOHtCH 3S. MMl»C»U.tTt« 

April 28, 1960 # 


I 


Dear Mr. Crawford: 

,. 

Robert Welch. 

1 unhesitatingly recommend him to you and endorse his 
John Birch Society. 

Under separate cover I am sending you some literature th 
may be of interest to you. 

With all good wishes, I am 


Yours most cordially, 



Archbishop of Boston 


Mr. C. M. Crawford 
Dominguez Estate Co. 

3434 West Sixth Street 
Los Angeles 5, California 
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THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY was founded, in Indian¬ 
apolis, on December 9, 1958. 

Its founder and present head is Robert Welch, of whom 
biographical notes are given at Page 28 of this brochure. 

* 

Its top governing body, under the Founder, is the 
COUNCIL, which was formed in December, 1959 and 
held its first meeting in Chicago, on January 9, I960. 

The men constituting the COUNCIL are listed and 
identified on Pages 2 9 and 30. 

The Society operates largely through local chapters, 
usually of between ten and twenty members each. 

Merely being patriotic or anti-Communist is not a suf¬ 
ficient qualification for membership. Because of our 
basic objectives (which will be more fully explained 
further along), we must have associated with us, now 
and in the future, only men and women of good will, 
good conscience, and religious ideals. For we shall 
strive to set an example, by dedication, integrity, and 
purpose --in word and deed -- which our children's 
children may follow without hesitation. 

As of the day this is written (January 31, 1961), we 
still have not begun any organizing effort in the follow¬ 
ing states: Alabama, Alaska, Colorado, Delaware, 

Idaho, Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Jersey, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Utah, and Vermont. But we already have from one chap¬ 
ter to more than a hundred chapters in each of the other 
thirty-four states, and in the District of Columbia. 

We also have a Home Chapter, which maintains con¬ 
tact with its members only by mail. There are now 
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members of this Home Chapter in every state, and the 
roll includes several hundred of the most influential 
men and women in our country. Also, many of our new 
members first come into the Society as members of the 
Home Chapter, and are then transferred into local chap¬ 
ters which they themselves help to form, or which are 
formed by others in their community. 

For taking the lead in establishing chapters, and fo* the 
supervision and guidance needed to keep them function¬ 
ing most effectively, we have salaried staff men, called 
Coordinators. We also have, in many areas, men and 
women with other jobs who devote large parts of their 
time and energy to serving The John Birch Society as 
Volunteer Coordinators. The Society is now repre¬ 
sented by such Coordinators and Volunteer Coordina¬ 
tors in about thirty states. We shall appoint Coordi¬ 
nators in the other states, and increase their nilffiber 
in the areas which are at present too thinly covered, as 
fast as our growth and resources will permit. 

We now have several Major Coordinators, supervising 
the activities of Coordinators and Volunteer Coordina¬ 
tors. We shall add further Major Coordinators, and 
otherwise increase our organizational strength, from 
the bottom up, as rapidly as we can afford it and to 
whatever extent it seems wise to do so. Neither the 
list of our members, of either local chapters or the 
Home Chapter, nor their number, is ever given out to 
anybody. But during the twenty-six months since The 
John Birch Society was founded its growth has been 
sure and solid. We expect that growth to continue, 
with increasing speed and momentum, until we have 
the million members -- of fervent patriotism and 
unassailable character -- which is our goal. 


a- a. 

•r* <r 
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THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY ia named in honor of 
one of the greatest young men that America has produced. 

John Birch was a Christian missionary, from a farm 
near Macon, Georgia, who was in China when we en¬ 
tered World War II. His heroism, accomplishments, 
and nobility of character were to make of him a legend 
which the Communists could not allow to live. 

On July 4, 1942, John Birch officially joined General 
Chennault's forces in Chungking as a volunteer. He or¬ 
ganized Chennault*s intelligence service, rose to the 
rank of Captain in the United States Army, and served 
with unsurpassable bravery and brilliance throughout the 
war. He was frequently referred to, by both his associ¬ 
ates and superiors, as the most important man in 
our forces struggling against the Japanese in China. 

Ten days after V - J day, while in uniform, on a peaceful 
and official mission for our government, John Birch was 
brutally murdered in cold blood by our "allies, " the 
Chinese Communists. This was on August 25, 1945. He 
thus became probably the first American casualty in that 
third World War, between the Communists and the ever- 
shrinking "free world, " which is still being waged 
against us fifteen years later; a relentless war of which 
there is no end in sight. 

You have probably never heard of John Birch. This is 
simply because the Communists in Washington planned it 
that way. It took five years of persistent and determined 
effort on the part of his parents, aided by Senator Know- 
land and many other good patriots, to pierce the blanket 
of oblivion which had been so brazenly thrown over his life 
and death by Communist sympathizers in our government. 
As the Saturday Evening Post pointed out, in a long edi- 
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torial on January 22, 1955, based on The Life Of John 
Birch by this writer! "Amazingly, there were in Wash¬ 
ington responsible officials who were willing to suppress 
news of the murder of an American officer, apparently 
to prevent the American people from rising in their wrath 
and vetoing further appeasement of communism. " 

John Birch was killed by typical Communist tactics, 
as a part of typical Communist strategy, in a typical 
Communist-style war -- a continuous undeclared war 
in which our enemies observe no rules of internation¬ 
al law, of civilization, or of human decency. He com¬ 
manded no armies, headed no government, converted 
no nations to his creed. His impact would have been 
of transient memory and comparatively small impor¬ 
tance, had not that impact occurred at a time and in a 
way to supply particulars from which momentous gen¬ 
eralizations can properly be projected. With his 
death and in his death the battle lines were drawn , _in 
a struggle from which either Communism or Chris ¬ 
tian-style civilization must emerge with one com ¬ 
pletely triumphant and the other completely destroyed . 

Partly for these reasons, but even more because John 
Birch -- in all of his short but outstanding career -- 
so typified the best of America, we have named our 
organization in his memory. If we rediscover some 
of our sounder spiritual values in the example of his 
life, recharge our determination from the spark of 
his courage, and learn essential truths about our en¬ 
emy from the lesson of his murder, then his death at 
twenty-six ceases to be a tragedy. For in a full life¬ 
time he could not have accomplished more. 

* * # 
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THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY is a group of Ameri¬ 
cans who have voluntarily joined together! 

(1) To combat more effectively the evil forces which 
now threaten our country, our lives, and our civiliza¬ 
tion. 

(2) To prevail upon our fellow citizens to start pulling 
out of the deepening morass of collectivism, and then 
climb up the mountain to higher levels of individual 
freedom and responsibility than man has ever achieved 
before. 

(3) To restore, with brighter lustre and deeper con¬ 
viction, the faith-inspired morality, the spiritual sense 
of values, and the ennobling aspirations, on which our 
western civilization has been built. The long-range 
objective of the Society has been summarized as less 
government , more responsibility , and a better world. 

We are digging far more deeply into the problems we 
face, however, and building far more solidly in our 
coordinated effort to overcome the destructive forces 
around us, than can be indicated by the brief outline of 
our purposes given above. A more complete presen¬ 
tation of the background, methods, and purposes of 
The John Birch Society has now been given to selected 
small groups of leaders in different parts of the coun¬ 
try, in full two-day meetings, more than twenty times 
since the Society was founded. 

This presentation is available in tape form, wherever 
we have Coordinators to play back the tape recordings. 
There are now films available, of a part of the pre¬ 
sentation, in some areas. But the most readily 
accessible form of the full presentation is in the Blue 
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Book of The John Birch Society, which we brought 
out quietly by ourselves a few months ago because we 
have not wanted the publicity of commercial publica¬ 
tion. 

In this presentation we have attempted: (1) To outline 
the nature and the frightening advance of the threats 
against our nation, our religion, and our civilization; 

(2) to evaluate these dangers, and place them in th^ir 
proper perspective, against the backdrop of world his¬ 
tory and the rise of western civilization; (3) to set 
forth a positive philosophy and program to which men 
of good will, religious ideals, and humane traditions 
may rally with confidence and determination; (4) to 
offer leadership which can make the dedication of such 
men and women more constructive and more fruitful; 
and (5) to describe in detail the organization, function, 
and procedures of The John Birch Society, 

Since defeat of the Communist conspiracy overshadows 
all other objectives at the present time, our action 
program for the near future breaks down into ten cate¬ 
gories: (1) Dissemination of Americanist books and 
pamphlets as widely as possible; (2) increasing the cir¬ 
culation and readership of the best Americanist peri¬ 
odicals; (3) enlarging the audiences of Americanist 
commentators and newscasters on radio and television; 

(4) making more effective use -- through better plan¬ 
ning, direction, and coordination -- of the weapon of 
letter writing; and (5) organizing Americanist fronts 
for many different purposes, including the widespread 
use of petitions in some instances; (6) waking up the 
American people to the seriousness of our danger by ex¬ 
posing, wherever possible, the pro-Communist activities 
of Communist sympathizers; (7) making it more difficult 
for hundreds of pro-Communist speakers to appear be¬ 
fore thousands of unsuspecting audiences; (8) making 
Americanist speakers available for audiences which are 
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now, simply by default, at the mercy of pro-Commu- 
nist lecturers; (9) supplying encouragement and re¬ 
newed hope and determination to anti-Communist refu¬ 
gee groups throughout our country; and (10) carrying 
on an educational campaign on the political front, so 
that our members will understand better - and can help 
their fellow citizens to tinder stand better -- the issues 
and candidates offered to them by both political parties. 

We are already seriously engaged in about half of these 
areas of activity. And we shall expand our efforts into 
every one of the ten fields just as rapidly as we can. 

* * * 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY invites you: 

(1) To buy The Life Of John Birch , referred to on 
Page 10, if you would like to know more about this hero¬ 
ic young American. Paperbound edition, 88 pages, 

$1. 00, postage paid. 

(2) To buy the Blue Book of The John Birch Society, if 
you want to know more about what we are trying to do, 
and how, and why. Plain cardboard cover, plastic link 
binding, 186 pages, $2.00, postage paid. 

(3) To submit an application for membership in either 
the Home Chapter or a local chapter of The John Birch 
Society, whenever you are convinced of the sincerity of 
our purpose, the value of our program, and the integri¬ 
ty of our leadership. A blank for that purpose, with the 
dues schedule printed on it, is enclosed. If accepted, 
you will become one of a growing legion of truly dedicated 
men and women who are determined to save for our chil¬ 
dren and their children some semblance of the glorious 
country and humane civilization which we ourselves in¬ 
herited. 
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ROBERT WELCH 


Born December 1, 1899, on a farm in Chowan County, North Caro¬ 
lina. Ancestry, full of farmers and Baptist preachers, traceable to one 
Miles Welch who came to this country from Wales in 1720. Educated at 
University of North Carolina (four years), United States Naval Academy 
(two years), Harvard Law School (two years), and school of hard knocks 
(about forty years). Came to Boston from North Carolina in 1919. Has 
lived in Belmont for the past twenty years. Has one wife, two sons, a 
Golden Retriever dog, and fourteen golf clubs—none of which he under¬ 
stands, but all of which he loves. * 

Has spent a great part of his life getting from where he was to where 
he wasn't, for reasons which seemed worthwhile at the time. This includes 
two trips to England specifically to study the effects of the Socialist 
government; one trip around the world; and fairly extensive additional 
traveling in North America, South America, Europe, and Asia. 

Author of THE ROAD TO SALESMANSHIP, published in 1941 
by the Ronald Press Company; of MAY GOD FORGIVE US, pub¬ 
lished in 1952 by Henry Regnery Company; and of THE LIFE OF 
JOHN BIRCH, published in 1954 by Henry Regnery Company. Is 
editor and publisher of AMERICAN OPINION, a monthly magazine 
which reviews current events and appraises contemporary leaders on the 
world-wide stage. Has done much public speaking, and will climb on a 
soapbox to argue against the evils of socialism whenever anybody will 
listen. 

Has been in the candy manufacturing business all of his adult life. 
Was for many years Vice President, in charge of sales and advertising, 
of one of the larger candy manufacturing companies, with factories on 
both coasts, and of its subsidiary sales corporations in various cities 
throughout the country. Is a director of one bank, and has served as a 
director of several other business corporations. 

Was a member of the board of directors of the National Association 
of Manufacturers for seven years. Also served three years as a Regional 
Vice President of NAM, and two years as chairman of its Educational 
Advisory Committee. Has been active in many other business associations 
and committees, and in many community and educational activities — 
including service on the Belmont School Committee. 

As of January 1, 1957, Mr. Welch gave up most of his business 
responsibilities — and most of his income — in order to devote practically 
all of his time and energy to the anti-Communist cause. Believes that 
the only thing the Communists now fear is hjving the truth become 
widely known, to the American people, about the methods and the 
progress of the whole international Communist conspiracy. For his 
readers or his listeners, Mr. Welch simply puts together clear but separate 
facts about the Communist advance, so that their significance becomes 
more apparent. Through this method he is trying to wake up as many 
of his fellow citizens as he can, to the horror and the imminence of the 
dangers which they face. 


THE COUNCIL 

of 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

Each of the men listed below, who make up our COUNCIL, came into 
the Society solely as an individual, representing in no way any other group or 
organization. But simply for identification, we have given against each name 
the briefest line or two concerning other connections, or past accomplishments. 

Dr. N. E. Adamson, Jr. A Boston surgeon. Assistant Medical Director of 
New England Mutual Life Insurance Company. Youngest member of the 
COUNCIL. 

Mr. Thomas J. Anderson, Editor and Publisher of FARM AND RANCH, 
farm paper with 1,300,000 circulation. 

Hon. T. Coleman Andrews. Former Commissioner of Internal Revenue of 
the United States. Now Chairman of the Board of two large (and affiliated) 
insurance companies. 

Hon. Spruille Braden. Former Ambassador to several countries, former 
Assistant Secretary of State. A top authority on Latin American affairs. 

Col. Laurence E. Bunker. Former Personal Aide to General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur for 6 /i years — during the Japanese occupation, the Korean War, and 
MacArthur’s early months in this country after his return. 

Mr. F. Gano Chance. President, A. B. Chance Company, Centralia, 
Missouri. Former President of Missouri Chamber Of Commerce and of Asso¬ 
ciated Industries of Missouri. 

Mr. S. J. Conner. President of the Conroth Company, Chicago, and with 
many other business interests. 

Mr. Ralph E. Davis. President of General Plant Protection Corporation 
and affiliated companies, Los Angeles. 

Dr. S. M. Draskovich. Author of Tito, Moscow’s Trojan Horse. Editor- 
in-chief of SRPSKA BORBA (The Serbian Struggle), a weekly newspaper, 
published in Chicago, with sizable circulation in thirty-six countries. 

Mr. ¥m. J. Grede, President of Grcde Foundries, Inc., Milwaukee. Former 
President of the National Association of Manufacturers and former head of 
the Internationa] YMCA. 

Mr. A. G. Heinsohn, Jr. President, Cherokee Mills, Sevierville, Tennessee. 
Author of One Man’s Fight For Freedom. A very successful manufacturer and 
a very dedicated patriot. 

Dr. Granville F. Knight. An outstanding physician and public-spirited 
citizen of Santa Barbara, California. Author of many scientific papers, especially 
on the misuse of chemicals and adulterants in foods. 

Mr. Fred C. Koch. President, Rock Island Oil and Refining Company, 
Wichita, Kansas. Strong supporter of many patriotic movements, and especially 
of right-to-work legislation. 

Mr. Alfred Kohlberg. Was a charter member of our COUNCIL. Now 
deceased. 

Dean Clarence Manion. Former Dean of Notre Dame Law School. In 1953 
was appointed, by President Eisenhower, chairman of a Special Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations. He later resigned rather than stop crusading for 
the Bricker Amendment. Founded the Manion Forum, which now reaches a 
radio audience of many millions every week. 



Mr. Frank E. Masland, Jr. President of C. H. Masland Sc Sons (carpet 
manufacturers), Carlisle, Pennsylvania. A leader in his community and state, 
who serves as chairman, vice-chairman, or active member of the boards of a 
great many educational, philanthropic, and industrial organizations. Also 
famous as an explorer of out-of-the-way places in the world. 

Mr. N. Floyd McGowin. President, W. T. Smith Lumber Company, 
Chapman, Alabama. Active on many important boards of national organizations 
and enterprises. 

Mr. W. B. McMillan. President of the Hussmann Refrigerator Company, 
St. Louis, Missouri. An outstanding business leader. Was, next to your Founder, 
the first member of The John Birch Society. 

Dr. Reviio P. Oliver. Professor of Classical Languages and Literature^ at 
the University of Illinois. Recognized as one of the very top scholars in America 
in his field. Now becoming rapidly recognized, also, as one of the ablest speakers 
on the Americanist side. 

Mr. Cola G. Parker. Former President of the Kimberly-Clark Company. 
Former President of the National Association of Manufacturers. More recently, 
United States Employer Delegate—a stoutly patriotic and embattled delegate— 
to the International Labor Organization. 

Hon. M. T. Phelps. Former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Arizona. 

Mr. Louis Ruthcnburg. Formerly President, then Chairman of the Board, 
of Scrvcl, Inc., Evansville, Indiana. Former President, Indiana State Chamber 
of Commerce. Now retired except as an industrial consultant. Has received 
several honorary degrees and three Freedom Foundation awards. 

Mr. J. Nelson Shepherd. President, Midwest-Beach Co., Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota. An outstanding citizen and strong supporter of many patriotic causes. 

Mr. Janies Simpson, Jr. Was a charter member of our COUNCIL. Now 
deceased. 

Mr. Robert W. Stoddard. President of Wyman-Gordon Company, Wor¬ 
cester, Massachusetts. On board of directors of several of New England's 
largest businesses, including First National Bank of Boston. Has just served 
two terms as President of Associated Industries of Massachusetts. Active on the 
boards of many educational and philanthropic institutions. 

Lt. General Charles B. Stone, III, U.S.A.F. (Retired). Succeeded General 
Claire Chennault as Commander of our 14th Airforce, in China, near end of 
World War II, and is lifetime Honorary Chairman of the 14th Airforce 
Association. 

Mr. Paul FI. Talbert. President, Paul H. Talbert Company, Beverly Hills, 
California. One of the most successful insurance executives in the United States. 
Also one of the most public spirited and influential citizens of his state of 
California. 

The basic function of the COUNCIL is threefold: (1) To show the 
stature and standing of the leadership of the Society; (2) to give your Founder 
the benefit of the COUNCIL’S advice and guidance, both in procedural or 
organizational matters, and in substantive matters of policy; and (3) co select, 
with absolute and final authority, a Successor to myself as head of The John 
Birch Society, if and when an accident, ''suicide,” or anything sufficiently 
fatal is arranged for me by the Communists — or I simply die in bed of old 
age and a cantankerous disposition. And wc believe that both the growch and 
the effectiveness of the Socicrv will be greatly helped by the experience, ability, 
and resolute purpose of so strong a governing body. RW 


COMMITTEE OF ENDORSERS 


Now in process of formation. For some auiea no letters of invitation have yet 
gone out. and for others -- Texas and Wisconsin, for instance -- they have just 
started. But acceptances have been running about four to one against regrets, and 
we are already very proud of the membership of this committee. 


Alabama 

Lt. Gen. Edward M. Almond 
Arizona 

Frank Cullen Brophy 
Clarence J. Duncan 
Mrs. V. M. Haldiman 
Edwin McDowell 

California 

Frank P. Adams c 
Mrs. Gertrude Derby Bale 
Andrew Brown 
Hon. Kit Clardy 
William B. Coberly, Jr. 

William W. Cone 

C. M. Crawford 
Richard H. Creel, M. D. 

Mrs. Helen H. Garretson 
Francis P. Graves 

D. Hanson Grubb 
J. H. Harris 

Rev. Francis Keane 

Max A. Koffman 

D. B. Lewis 

Doane M. Lowery 

Mrs. Doris A. Parks 

Sister M. Margaret Patricia, Ph. D. 

Ray M. Spalding 


Georgia 

Hugh H. Armstrong 
Paul K. McKenney, Jr. 
R. Carter Pittman 

Hawaii 

Mrs, George P. Cooke 
Idaho 

J. H. Gipson, Sr. 

Illinois 

George J, Hess, M. D. 

W. A. Kates 
Theodore W. Miller 
Max Pray 
W. B. Taylor, Jr. 
George H. Williamson 

Indiana 

James L. Doenges, M. D. 
HughS. Ramsey, M. D. 

Iowa 

J. S. Kimmel, Sr. 

Kansas 

Robert D. Love 
Hon. Wint Smith 


Connecticut 

Philip N. Dumbrille 
Franklin Farrel, Jr. 

Rev. Francis E. Fenton 
A. Brooks Harlow 

E. Merrill Root 
E. L. Wiegand 

District of Columbia 

Brig. Gen. Bonner Fellers 
Mrs. John F. Gibson, Jr. 

Rear Adm. Paulus P. Powell 
Melchior F. R. Savarese, M. D. 

Vice Adm. T. G. W. Settle 

Florida 

Mr. and Mrs. Fredericks, Ballweg 

Mrs. A. Gray Boylston 

Thomas Gaskins 

Sydney Houston 

Lt. Gen. Sumter L. Lowry 

Mrs. Florence Post 


Kentucky 

R. S. Logan 

Louisiana 

John U. Barr 
Dr. Medford Evans 

Maryland 

George O. Blome 

Massachusetts 
Eugene H. Clapp 
Miss Hope Gray 
Hubert W. Kregeloh 
Charles J. Lewin 
Robert H. Montgomery 
Col. W. Bruce Pirnie 
Burton A. Prince 
Miss Olive Simes 
Rodney Washburn 



Michigan 

Mrs. Harmon L. Brown 
Richard Durant 
Irving E. Ingraham 
Vernon P. Johnson, M. D, 

Mississippi 
Tull ins Brady 

New Jersey 

Mrs. Frederick Griswold, Jr. 

Mark M, Jones 

Ross Nichols 

Louis S. Wegryn, M. D. 

New Mexico 

George S. Richardson, M. D. 

New York 

Mrs. Kenneth C. Crain 
Frank de Ganahl 
E. Ainsworth Eyre 
Norman J. Gould 
Merwin K. Hart 
Mrs. Seth Milliken 
T. I. Parkinson. Jr. 

Commodore Frederick G. Rcinicke 
Archibald B. Roosevelt 
George M. Tisdale 

Ohio 

Charles W. Pavey, M. D. 

Hon. Gordon H. Scherer 

Oklahoma 

Glenn O. Young 

Pennsylvania 

Frank W. Gaydosh 
Rev. Richard Cinder 

Rhode Island 

Robert B. Dresser 
Norman D. MacLeod 


South Carolina 
James L, Coker 
Roger Milliken 
Thomas Parker, M. D. 

Tennessee 

J. P. McCallie 

Texas 

John R. Anderson 
Mrs. W. L. Goldston 
W. H. Kellogg 
Brig. Gen. W. L. Lee 
Edward D. McKay, M. D. » 
Maj. Gen. W. G. Weaver 
Brig. Gen. T. F. Weasels 

Utah 

Capl. and Mrs. Stephen Abbot 
Hon. J. Bracken Lee 

Vermont 

William S. Schlamm 

Virginia 

E. S. Dillard 
Matt McKeon 
Capt, R, W. Orreil 

Washington 

P. C. Beealey 
Fred M. Harris 
Col. Tom R. Hutton 
Harry M. Robbins 

Wisconsin 

Mrs. Walter K. Graham 
Mrs. Robert A. Murray 
Mrs. Norman Skogstad 

W yoming 

Dan Hanson 
A. E. Larson 


"But on one man’s soul it hath broken, 

A light that doth not depart; 

And his look, or a word he hath spoken 
Wrought flame in another man’s heart.” 
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Your letter of March 23, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 


b6 
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Although 1 would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. 1 regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 


—aarr " 

MAR 3 0 1961 


> 

r , 


i 


_• 

cr> 




NOTE: Bufiles contain ho record identifiable with correspondent. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch 2y$d?|fche'S<iRjety x in the past have been extremely critical of former 
I ^resident^fiisehhower! (62-104401) 


3 ' 

02 , fcrft 


'iV 

RWE-.efr* 

. „ ■■ :u;'i ' ; •>; • r\ i'iui 

(3) • ^7 

OM l 5] UNIT f I 


A 


ft** 


j 






tii ;■ 






Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I realize that you can't personally answer every 
letter which comes to you with a plea for information, 
but I do feel that this is so vital that I hope you 
will take the time to give me your help. 


I am a member of the . John Birch Society which I 
joined several months ago thinking it was the best 
way to fight Communism. I had read your book: "Masters 
of Deceit" and realized how easily duped we can be, so 
before I joined I asked your office here for information 
and they referred me to the Attorney General's Office 
for a list of Subversive Groups, which I'wrote for and 
received. The John B irch was not listed. Then I wrote 
a friend in St. Louis J ^who is 

and asked 


] ther 


re 




if she knew anything about it, arftg^^anteplied.fhati . C° 
she was joining herself, as her / -/y b 

Communism, but did not actively endorse'any wav to~~~ 3 ^— 

fight it. I have a friend in Nashville, Tena-. J L -n 
is on the 6oard of the JohnHBirc’H "**“■ 
told me about it. Tho' I daali~. 
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"First 


always agree with him I have no doubt about his being 
a good American and having the best interest of the 
United States at heart. So I joined. And have 
been working to recruit members for our loca 
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Chapter. Now I»m wondering if I'm leading my friends 
on the wrong path. Hence my pleaefor help from you: 
Please tell me* Is the John Birch Society a subversive 
group? 

e 

I an a Catholic, the mother of two boys at 
Catholic High School} I'm President of two ladies 
organizations} and my husband and I are quite respected 
here in L.R. So If we back something it carries som e 
weight and naturally I don't want to back something 
which will hinder the fight against Communism even if 
it is not subversive. I have found some of the ideas 
of the John Birch startling an d have not always agreed 
with every proposal, but felt like I could overlook 
some things if it accomplished its goal of fighting 
Communism, encouraging free enterprise and the capi¬ 
talist system. 

Please reply promptly. God bless you. 

* 

Sincerely,_ 
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March 20, 1061 



Your letter postmarked March 20, 1061, has been 
v' received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 



appreciated, 


Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to thf 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subjects of your 
inquiry. 


Enclosed is some literature dealing with thej 


; general subject of communism which may be of Interest 


Sincerely yours 

Ji£dgae Hcsssb 


.. i. . « f.U .v- 

Ertdfco*iir*a (4) “ 

What You Can Do To .Fight Communism 
The Commtsiists Are After Our Minds 
How: TO. Flgtit Ob&ftiunism 
Series From "Christianity Today" 

see NOTE next page Qii,. . 
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Letter to 


NOTE; The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 In Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been Investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Elsenhower. (62-104401) Correspondent and the National 
Student Statesman are not identifiable in Buflles. 
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J. Edgar Hoover 

The people of our community are worked up-over 
a question-that la being pub^e^sed a lot- Will yp u please give 
me information on The J ohn Birch Society-an</NatIonal Student 
Statesman. • / 

C&L-Aci~ - l\ '■ >}) . / 

I am against the infiltration of communism in 
to our Univerity? as well as High Schools ect and want to do 
all I can to keep America Free- Should I Join these moves or 
oppose them- Its hard to know just what they are-good or bad- 
Thanking you for an early reply- 

Respectfully 

b6 

b7C 


r -. ^ 


. 4 * —• J «»■»'-- • V ' ^ 


• v 











MAR 31 1961 


a 




OFTIOMaI KXtM MO. 10 


UNITED STATES GCgBRNMENT 

Memorandum ™ 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) date: 3/31/61 


rom SAC, BOSTON (100-32899) 


subject: THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 

Re: Boston letter to the Director dated 2/17/61. 

On March 21, 1961, I l advlsed th^ 

he had no current information concerning the number, 
of JOHN BIRCH CHAPTERS now functioning. 


b6 
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Jo7D 


I sorted that on-hls last personal contact!__ 

WiEtt KUBERa^fWELCH, about two years ago, he was told 
that there were 20 chapters in Houston, Texas, and {/ 
one chapter in BiBtnark, North Dakota. He has no 
additional information at the present time concerning 
the number of chapters of the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. He 
stated that if he obtained additional information 
concerning this, he would furnish same to the Bureau. 

Because of | | lack of particulars, the above 

information Is being submitted by letter to the Bureau 
rather than by letterhead memorandum. 

This case is now being closed in the Boston Division. 
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Date: 3 / 29/61 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plain text or code) 


AIRTEL 


AIR MAIL - REGISTERED 

(Priority or Method of Moiling) 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001) 


SUBJECT: JOHN'BIRCH SOCIETY ;/y, 

INFORMATION CONCERNING pjjvih 

( txvttodxta r *»ujir vOU 


(INTERNAL SECURITY) 


tiS't'K 
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Re letter from the Director, FBI to the Office of 
Security, Department of State, captioned “JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, 
INFORMATION CONCERNING (INTERNAL SECURITY)" dated 3/21/61. 


Appointment Abdut 1U:3U a.ta., 3/25/bi.She AdviSed that 
she was very confused and stated that she would call back to 
advise when it wou ld be convenie nt to see Agent. At approx¬ 
imately 11:00 a.m. | [ called and stated that Agent 

could call on her at 2:00 p.m., 3/25/61. 
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At 2:00 p.m. SA | I called on | 

She advised that she was emotionally upset and distraught 
to the point where she was unable to ta lk t,o Agents For 
this reason she had asked her friend, a| | 

to meet with her and explain what she had in mind. While 
awaiting | I the Bureau's jurisdiction and respon ¬ 
sibility in the Internal security field were explained to | | 

I She stated that her concern was over events which””" 1 


She stated that her concern was over events whi< 


have been happening in Santa Barbara, California, which have^ 
been causing the people to become suspicious of each other. / 
She mentioned the speeches made in Santa Rarhara recently by ( 
CLE 0NT 5K0USEN. I l and I | She stated • 

tKat~she consi ders them' babble r ousers. J 'At th is polnt | | < 

I 1 arrived, whereupon I 1 stated that he 

could explain what she had in mind. | | was advised of / 

the Bureau's responsibilities in the security field. 

^ 6..»-/tr.a-*J .>/ . 
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3^- Bureau (AM - REGISTERED) 


- Los Angeles 
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LA 100-59001 

I ' _ ~] y ) '■ '■/- 

Is employed as a' technical writer at the U. S. Navy pacinc 
Missile Range, Point Mugu, California. He stated he is quite 
concerned over the furor which the John Birch Society is b6 

causing in Santa Barbara. He stated the local paper in k 7 C 

Santa Barbara had editorialized against the John Birch. 

Society which resulted in a division of thought in the Santa 
Barbara community. Several months ago he attended a gathering 
•where a tape by ROBERT WELCH—dfiscribed as the founder of 
the Society, was heard. I l stated WELCH practically 

accused President EISENHOWER of being a communist and spoke in 
high tones of the quality of the government in the Dominican 
Republic. 

Later ! "T wrote a letter to the"Santa Barbara 

News-Press" denouncing the John Birch Society. As a result 
Of the pnhHp.at.1nn rtf this Iptf-.pr. aevpral rail a were made 
to Lt. Commander I I by 

unidentified persons caning j |a "dirty communist" bo 

and asking questions such as "Wb&t atfe you going to do about b7C 

it." He stated he considers this an insidious attack in an 
attempt to get his Job because of his open objection to what 
he considers a completely wrong method of fighting communism. 

I { stated that he has worked for the U.. S. 

Government in the propaganda field and was with OSS during 
World War II. He directed anti-communist and anti-Pascist 
propaganda and movies and believes that he has a background 
of being anti-communist as well as anti-Pascist that should 
satisfy even the severest critic. 


I | continued, stating that "the John Birch 

Complex" should be watched as a possible silver shift type 
organization.' He stated that the Director of the FBI should 
be advised that "while passing under cover of anti-communist, 
the John Birch complex is using his name and a stable of 
retired FBI men as covers for their meetings." He mentioned b6 

specifically CLEON SKOUSEN, HERBERT PHILBRLCK and MATT b7C 

CVETIC. The John Birch Society is encouraging the reading 
of anti-communist literature put out by the Director of the FBI 
as well as his book "Masters of Deceit." They are showing 
the films "Operation Abolition" and "Communism on the Map," 
all of which has as its objective the lending of dignity to 
their organi z at.lon and of confusing the people as to their 
true purpose. | stated in this connection that he 

has no objection to the Director's book and that he intends to 
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LA 100-59001 

read it himself some day. The John Birch complex is a 
rebirth of all the worst aspects of the MC CARTHY era, except 
that this is worse because it has a brain behind it. He 
felt that the Director must avoid becoming a tool of the John 
Birch complex. 

I that in 1 Sabrta Barbara a , 

I I an employee of U. S. Congressman TEAGUE, 

with orrice irt the Post Office Building in Santa Barbara, 
"brainwashed" him for an hour f-hg nnmmuniat threat 

to our schools and churches. A I | ls a d/C 

tool of the John Birch Society by t publishing a sheet caned 
"The Freedom Press." A j | who writes anti¬ 

communist articles is spreatttrig QiU"'JAKri'JJirch line. The 
'"Ssanta Barbara Speakers Forum is part of the John Birch 
‘Btrciety *(JBS) and la bringing ho Santa Barbara such speakers , 

as CLEON SKOUSEN, | | and the like. 

, Concerni ng Lt. Com mander I I V? '• /*. 

I stated that | | was given Ah 'award ar t'ornr Vlugu 

r&d&ntdy by the U. S. Navy ror having made 200 speeches against 
communism. At least one speech was made under the auspices 
of the JBS in Ventura. naUfnrtrl a. and onp un der the auspices b7C 
of [ Jin Santa Barbara.- | questions the 

wisdom of permitting ti^e use of a Navy oiricer in this fashion. 

_ Both I I and| |are known to SAs 

"land | |as oeing strongly anti 

communist and who have stated tnat aitnough they are not 
membe rs of the .TBS , they do approve of its anti-communist 
alms. ||has published four or five monthly Issues of 
a throwaw ay which she now calls "The Freedom Press." | | 

Jhas a weekly syndicated column which appears in more 
tnan a Hundred newspapers in which she has been doing a series 
of articles for teen-agers on the dangers of communism. 

| 1 stated that one of hie c hief sources of 

Information in this connection is I I writer for the 

"News-Press" who wrote the articles wl rl cl r"2J3p eared in the 
News-Press "exposing" the JBS. 
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LA 100-59001 

| [ stated that what he has to say could be 

summed up by saying that In his opinion "the John Birch 
complex" is causing lack of faith in democratic principles 
and is as great a threat to this country as communism. 

| j stated she thinks that what | ~*1 

has said sums up her opinions on this subject. 

Neither |no H l asked any 

specific question 1 COHCSIWing The John Birch Society; therefore, 
no statements were volunteered. 
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March 29, 1961 


b6 

b7C 


_I j. >\A-V* 

Your letter of March 20, 1961, has been 
received, and I want to thank you for your kind comments 
about the work being done by this Bureau. Your prayers 
and remarks are most encouraging. 


\ 

^^crcvc.\rvvV 


In response to your request, I am forwarding 
copies of the articles you mentioned to the Individuals you 
named. 


Sincerely yours, 


MAR 3 01961 


3. Edgar Hoover 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


i r 


What You Can Do To Fight Communism One Nation's Response to 
17th National Convention of CP, USA Communism i 

Expose of Soviet Expionage Communist Target-wYouth and 

copy of article from Christianity Today sent to the following individual s: 
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doi*Pe^f)ondent wrote, requesting information about th e John Birch 
jSocietv . His Letter was cordially acknowledged oh March 9, 1961, and he 
was sent material on communism. This material is currently being sent 
to the people he mentioned. . v ,- 
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Mr. John Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Thank you so very much for your letter and the material 
on communism. It sure has awakened me more than ever, especially the 
articles, The Communist Menace, Red Goal' & Christian Idea. N ^ 

I believe every Christian pastor and layman should have copies 
Therefore would appreciate it very muc h if you would send some of this 
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It is so good to know that we still have real Christian 
men in our Government that are on guard while we have been sleeping 
Please accept my humble Thanks for your dedicated service to God and 
our country. Our prayers on your behalf and our country will always be 
brought to the throne of mercy of our Savior Jesus Christ 

We salute you as a fellow Christian and hope and pray that 
this menace to our way of life will be warded off. And I feel with Gods 
help it can be done. / 

A thousand thanks to you in the name of Christ. ( 


Very s ince reh 


r’j l 



v’&m 
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i>ear|_| _' 

Your letter of March 20, 1961, has been received, 
and the Interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or ~ - 

individual. 1 regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that ^ 

we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your ( ^ 0 

inquiry. 2 o 

NOTE: By letter 2/7/61 1 fe lff^isW^that we cannot 3 ^blC 

evaluate individuals in answer to her inquiry regarding some Hollywood 
personalities. She was sent material at that time. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachuset ts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau, 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of forme^ 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 
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Mr. J. E. Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover 


a 


I am very proud to be a member of the John 
irch society. .L ately there have been attacks on the society 
by Time, some ministers and several newspapers. The 
society has been called a lot of names, "red baiters," 

" and others. 


mm* 


Mr. Hoover, everyone respects you, except 
maybe a communist and he fears you. If you think the John 
Birch society is o. k. could you drop me a note saying so 
so I could show it to my friends when they question me about 
it? 


/); 








y 






Thank you for your time and effort 
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March 30, 1901 






Dear 




b6 




Your letter of March 24, 1861, has been 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write 
Is appreciated. Thank you for your generous remarks. 



/su' 

Tolson_ 

Parsons - 
Mohr - 
Belmont — 
Callahan - 
Conrad __ 
DeLooch- 

Cvans _ 

Malone_ 

Ro»«n 
Tavel 


—-- 


Although I would like to be of service, the 
FBI Is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and, as such, does not make evaluations or draw conclu¬ 
sions as to the character or integrity of any organization, 
publication or individual. I regret that 1 am unable to 
help you and hope you will not Infer In this connection £ 
either that we do or that we do not have data in our files 
relating to your inquiry. > . 

Enclosed, for your Information, Is a reprint 
of a statement I made on March 26, 1947, before the 
•Un-American Activities Committee of the United States - r 
House of Representatives, and on page 17, you will find a [. 
J .^discussion of the question of outlawing the Communist Party. 
\ | In my remarks you will note that I pointed out some of the 
i factors which would warrant attention if legislation of this 
type were being considered. I am taking the liberty of 
t ‘jU £pcl§6ftfgj^oj$<e other material on the general subject of 
communism which may be of Interest to you. 
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See NOTE: and enclosures next page. 




NOTE: Tho John Birch Society was founded lit 12/SB In Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert E. \7elch, Jr., of Belmont, Maaaachu—tta. It is incorporated 
under laws of 3tate of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Velch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
Ihresldent Eisenhower. (62-104401) No record could be located in Bufiles 
identifiable with correspondent. 

Enclosures 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Statement of Director before Committee on Un-American Activities 
March 26, 1947, Washington,D. C. 

One Nation's Response to Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Series from "Christianity Today" 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 


1 

§ 

I 

c* 

& 


As you know there has been a great deal 
of controversy over Th e JohrTpirch Society. I have been 
trying to form an opinion of this Society, biirunfortunately 
I find it very difficult to form an accurate picture of it. 

Woul^ you be so kind as to write me your 
evaluation of this particular group. 

A few years ago I believe that I read that 
you are against out lawlng the Communist Party because you 
felt the communists would then work underground. Is this 
still your belief? At this present time, It seems to me, 
that they are working both underground and 'overground'. 
"Our Constitution was never meant to protect those who 
would destroy it." So if the Communists and their Party 
were outlawed more action could be taken and it would 
help to clear up the thinking of many of our good but 
'confused' citizens. 

Would it be possible for you to give me your 
opinion on these two matters? 

At this time may I thank you for the many, 
many years of service you have devoted to our country. 


May God continue to bless you with wisdom 


and strength. 






-Vt.'.-. 
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March 30, 1961 


^y\ 


|oiier_ 

lc. Sullivan 
ll®. Room __ 

l^ron. _ 
Indy -t 
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Dearl 


,_j Vi.'Iuj—■—* 

V\\r_ 


Your letter of March 21, 1961, has been received, 
and the Interest which prompted you to write is appreciated* 

«* 

Although I would like to be of service, the F3I f 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government ai^d, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as'to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. 1 regret that I am unable to help you and hope thatr.. 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or thht r- 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your7 
aiquiry. % 

-j ^ ^ 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with |he^ 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. ' % - p 
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MAR 3 0 1961 

COMM-TOt 


Sincerely yours, 
■i, Edgar Hoosec 
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Enclosures 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

How To Beat Communism 

17th National Convention, CP, UAS & 3-60 LEB Intro 
Series from "Christianity Today" 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Elsenhower. (62-104401) 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 

) (y Please send me information about the 

John Birch Society. 

This organization is very active in our 
town. They preach so much "hate" that I am wondering 
if perhaps they are more communist inspired than the 
organizations and individuals they preach against. 


One True Copy 
March 29, 1961 
SH 



Sincerely, 
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Dei | 

Tour letter of March 22, 1661, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 





Although I would like to be of service, the FBI/? ^ 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as^ j*? 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the f; ~ 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or f , 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope/that i 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of yOur^T 
inquiry. •? 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 
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to 


Paraona . 
Mohr_ 


V 


W' , 

MAR 3 0 1961 

Enclosures (3) 


Sincerely yours, 

lL ftfgac Boots: 






Belmont - 
CalJahon 

Conrad _ 

DeLoach. 

Evans _ 

Malone_ 

Rosen 
Tovei 
Troiier 
W.C. Sul live 
Tel*. Room 
Ingram 
Gandy 


< (listed next page) 
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Enclosures 

What You Can Do Tof Fight Co mmu nism 
How To Fight Communism 
Communism: Bitter Enemy of Religion 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. In view of the 
reply given,correspondent's last question is being ignored. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, 0. C, 



Gentlemen: 

o 

I would appreciate any material you have on the John Birch Society. 

There has been considerable comment raised in Fargo, North i>al<6ta at sr- 

meeting attributed to their organization. 

I also wish to know the offical position, if any, the bureau has 
taken. 

Please list any material which would give information on this society 
or if this is not possible could you tell me where I might obtain any of 
the above information. 
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Parsons 


UNITED STATES GO'^JWWEI 

Memorandum 


Belmont 


Callahan 


Conrad 


DeLoach 
Evans — 


DATE 


Mr. Belmont 


Tavol 


Trotter- 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room — 


Ingram 


FROM 


subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY" 


At 10:10 a.m., March 29, 1961, |. 

Office of Naval Intelligence, phoned Special Agent I 
and stated that in connection with au^individual who had 
made application for employment with ONI the applicant 
had stated he was a member of the John Birch Society_jEk±ti 
the applicant said was "on the FBI Preferred List." 
asked if there was any such thin g as an F BI Preferred List 
and he was told by Special Agent ! I that the latter w 

not aware of the existence of such a list, but that if ONI 
desired to check the accuracy of the applicant's statement 
it should be brought to the Bureau *s^ attention through 
regular channels in connection with any name check request 
on the applicant. / 


cuss the John Birch Society 
primary function in ONI , 


with I 

is censorship planning 


ACTION: 


For information. 




1 - Mr. 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Evans 
1 - Mr. Branigan 
1 - 


1 - 
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March 30, 1961 



1 have received your cordial letter ol March 2$, 
1961, with enclosures, and 1 do want you to know that 1 am 
moat appreciative for your generous expressions ot coniidence 
in iqy administration ol tho FBL 

j 

In response to your inquiry, the quotation you 
mentioned appears on page 3 ol the publication, 'One Nation’s 
Response to Communism," and I am sending it to you, under 
separate cover, along with several other Items setting forth my 
views on this subject which you may like to have. 

I can readily understand your deep concern over- 
the grave threat posed by communism, and I do want to thank - - 
you lor your endeavors regarding the distribution ol reviews of 
my book, "Masters ot Deceit. 1 Your comments are Indeed wej< 


Sincerely yours. 

ii, Edgar Hoover 


Room 4235 


The American Legion speech 10-18-60 v 

/ 3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention CP USA 
J Communist Target—Youth _ jO 

wT/Cne Nation’s Response to Communism (YY) ( ^ 

ty Series from ’’Christianity Today” / 


Tolson 


Parsons . 

Mohr_ 

Belmont . 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 


De Loach 


ff NOTE: Bullies contain no derogatory information regarding correspondent 


Malone 


Rosen 


Tflvel_ 

Trailer _ 

Uf.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 
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March 23, 1961 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C, 



Mr. Tolso 
Mr. Parao 

I Mr. Mohr_ 

| Mr. Belnson' 
j Mr. Calla 
| Mr. Co 
Mr. 1VI 
Mr. ’ 

Mr. Maloni 
Mr. Kosen 
Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter__ 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 
Tele. Room 
Mr. Ingram _ . 


Mi S3 Gandy_ 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


From the letters you have probably received from 
this area you no doubt realize that there is a 
consjgjerable tension in our communities. The 
John Birch Society, and the controversy it arouses, 
ciemonstrate that 


"tension. 


I am enclosing two articles from our local news¬ 
paper: one a statement from a group of ministers, 
and a reply from the coordinator of the John, Birch 
Society here. In this latter is a statement at¬ 
tributed to you which I have outlined in red. 


[Would you please let me know in what context you 
made this statement. If you would care to say 
whether the information on which you based your 
statement justifies the statement by General Lee 
I would certainly appreciate it. - 



Some of us who are concerned about the commuhist 


menace, but are also concerned about preserving 


our American way of life, have been circulating 
reviews, of Masters of Deceit . I surely appreciate 
the sane and sensible way in which you present the 
problems we face in this line. 




.Slnpo TipIv vnnrS j 


... .O I..VM.I. 

_-\ -.-"kvc, . 

Ends. 
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_foe Replies an 

Ministers 9 Challenge^ 


(EDITOR'*. NOTE; . Wj .iwt l * • 
—Bin. (Hal.) Wiillorn L IH I5DT«1 
eammaiviir al amorlllc Air Fore* 
Rosa and vatunlaar ca-ardinatar at tha • 
John Blrtft Society. was calls a uoon ay 
a groug at Amarillo minlsttn la ora- 
sent "aoeumtnlaa ••vldoncf whlcti *» 
claims cl la hova (Bat weald show me 
National council al Ouirento «os b«*n 
Inllltralad' by CoiAmunlstt. Gan. Laa 
bad made bis claim wnito dcnylns Inal 
bis society hod onylbino to do with 
rumors or an ollaaad list at Amanita 
Communists. Thu is ms antwsr la 
lbs ministers.) _ 

I am delighted to refute the 
local ministers’ scatemcnt of 
March 8. 1961. most of which 
parroted verbatim portions of 
ft* National Council of Churches’ 
booklet prepared for such occa* 
’ions tilled “the Truth", and the 


n&iea twuugh the which 

is the private detective agency of 
the Department of Justice and is 
NOT ALLOWED tb REVEAL such 
information to the public Con¬ 
gressional committees, such as 
the House Un-American Vctivities 
Committee and tht Senate Inter¬ 
nal Security Committee may, how¬ 
ever, disclose publicly the names 
of individuals and organizations 
which are collaborating with the 
Communist conspiracy in the 
United States. This appears to be 
the reason that the National Coun¬ 
cil 1 of Churches has through itg 
mimy pronouncements tried 0> 


era Caiifornia-Nevada Council of 
I Churches in February, I9fii. 

‘ Dr. Nims -states that' he re¬ 
signed because of the National 
Council of Churches.’ pronounce¬ 
ments on “Operation Abolition" 
were unfounded and that the film 
“presents a fair representation of 
the deplorable events’’ that took 
place during the youth riots in 
San Francisco. One thing the Na- ’ 
tional Council of Churches can't 
hide forever is the truth — as you 
see Rev. Dr. Nims was present 
at the riots. Dr. Nims went on 
to sa y about-the- Naiiaual XouBqjlj 


discredit these committees and 
their activities. It is well to ndte 
here that the House Un-American 
Committee, that has done much 
to expose the conspiracy in re¬ 
ligion. has recently received over¬ 
whelming support from the House 
in that its new budget was ap¬ 
proved by a 412 to 6 vote. This 
committee which cannot be blind¬ 
ed or gagged by threat of an or¬ 
ganization which infers that it 
speaks FOR ( and not TO. as the 
ministers would like their congre¬ 
gations to believe ) some 38 to 
40 million members, is a duly' 
aiBd legally constituted committee 


i lance of their statement, whtcf> 
vealed their originality and their . 
ignorance of the fact that there 
is presently no law against being . 
a Communist in this country or 
a dupe thereof. 

• • • 

First, Mr. J. Edgar Hoover is 
well aware of the Communist and 
dupes in religion. This fact is 
revealed in his recent statement. 
By the tale 1930’s, the Com¬ 
munist Party had been success¬ 
ful in maneuvering itself into 
the mainstreams of American 
%ife. Communist influence was » 
tacrdjjjj g through a myriad of _ 

'interlocking FRONT groups, os- 
''tenslbly designed to counter the 4 
threat of fascism, but covertly 
manipulated by the Communist 
party for its own purpose. Many 
prominent educators, writers, 
artist, entertainers, CLERGY¬ 
MEN, and others influential in 
1 molding public opinion were 
DUPED, not only into support¬ 
ing Communist causes, but also 
into STIFLING ANTI-Commun- 
ist views. 

Of course, the National Council 
. of Churches and its puppets would 
like lo see all information on 
Communi6tn in the churches furfr 


of Congress and I feel that most 
Americans rely upon its judge¬ 
ment. The fact that the National 
Council of Churches and its pup¬ 
pets have made repeated attempts 
to discredit the House Un-Amer¬ 
ican . Activities Committee leaves 
me but one conclusion — that 
they fear exposure. Their attempt 
in discrediting (he House Un- 
American Committee’s film “Op¬ 
eration Abolition” which was a 
documented film, if there every t 
was one, brought light to even 
some of their own leaders such i 
ns Reverend Curtis R. Nims who, 
resigned as Director of the North-’ 


enclosure 
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Amarillo Globe-Times 
Amarillo, Texas 
March 17, 1961 


3fithYe9rrNo.il ' 10 Cento 3G Pages Amarillo, Tex., Wednesday, March 8, IVHl 


Aiihiistbrs Ask le© 

< 

Jo Back Charges 


A group of Amarillo ministers has In his hands 'documented 
today called on a retired Air proof’ of this fact. We, as 
Force general here to take any Chrl3tian citizens, would we!- 

. *■ * SKVCSStf st& 

s«nss:” c5o£r.7sih£ <*» 5 ■“ '*" 7 * - * 

to proper authorities. ar *“ 0( ° u £ 11 80cl j‘ y '., , w 

v “The public charge made by 

The ministers said in a pre- Gen. Lee is In direct contradlc- 
pared statement that any such tlon to the following statement 
evidence does not belong In from the leaders of The Na- 
the hands of Individuals or or- tlonal Council of Churches in 
ganized groups, but should be the USA: 
turned over to the FBI and 

proper courts "that action un- “ 'From its very first moment 
der the law can be taken to of existence in December 1950, 

: resolve the said charges.” when the denominations xonsti- 

f rticipaUng in preparation of I 

paper were nine ministers 
renting all denominations in ■ H _. 
rillo which are associated ■ ■ BA ■ ■ ■DBA . 
the National Council of ll.l9V / 

Churches. Eight of the, ministers ; 

signed the document. One. who _ __ ___ f 

was in on the preparation of most W J i 

of the paper, was called from ■ HW 
the meeting and had not had an JtLA B/™ 

opportunity to sign the document 
by noon today. 

. In Ibeir paper, the ministers BULLETIN! 

'cited a statement made recently AUSTIN (At—The House today 
ii» the National Council in which killed, at,least temporarily, a bill 
v. was denied that any Commu- ghat would allow electric coopera- 
,t ist influence is present in that t j ves t0 expan( j into newly an- 
jOjeamration. nexed areas of cities. 

L7 SLiffta, 1 Bri, 1 C^*tRen Members voled “ “l-Me 
WilliS? l. Uc ofAmm-ilK the .entire bill HB 2 after it had’ 
.being in violent contradiction with be€n amended numerous limes. 

[the National Council statement ——-— „ „ 

land called attention to the "Con- . AUSTIN <AP) — The House 
istitutional’right of everv Amcri- jumped quickly today into one of 
.can citizen to be confronted by his the hottest issues of the 57th 
accusers and be tried bv the Legislature, extending service of 
courts." Rural Electric Cooperatives into 

Ministers who signed the In- Su ^l!^ an y eas - , . 

sir,men! are: Bishop George The measure, carrying the high 
{fu/irterman, bishop of the pnoiicy number of House Bill No. 
Episcopal diocese; Dr. E. B. 2, was laid Out minutes after the 


tuted this agency to witness to 
their unity in Christ and to con¬ 
duct their cooperative work, the 
National Council of Churches 
has never had a Communist 
Party member or sympathizer 
among its officers or staff, or 
its executives. Every one of 
these devoted church members 
is deeply loyal to his country. 
Every one of them resists by 
conviction, anihby virtue of his 
professional activity, the at- 
temps of Communism to infil¬ 
trate and undamine a free so¬ 
ciety both if America and 


courts.” 

Ministers who signed the In¬ 
strument are: Bishop George 


Landreth, district superintendent House met at 10 a.m. 
of.ih/* Meihndist Church: ibe 
Rev. Charley P. Harnest, Coven- _ 
ant Presbyterian Church; the I DfilirQTlPP 
Rev. Clayton Sugg, minister of xUSUI aULC 

| Grace Lutheran Church: Dr. _ 

Luther Kirk, minister of San Til „„ I7„ 

I Jacinto Methodist Church; Dr. X lfcHl T rtC6S 

Jordan Grooms, minister ot I * 

r>«lk Street Methodist Church; Ol IP 
I Dr. Newton Robison, minister VI O’Vtf* 

I of First Christian Church, and X i XU VC 

L>f - Skinner, minister of First AUSTIN (UPir= 
resbytcrlan Church. . . J _ 


S££E SSZ " F, ^Li u , s T IN <V"P=TS-I 

r*^ islatl,re 1 o d a y con-j 
/Dr. William Everhart, minister,sidcred suspension of the, 

-of Westminister Presbvt- li,—--—- - - ■— -* 

Church, was present for m e m - i 
the .discussions, but was v, 

■from the meeting before it was 

, completed and had not signed by , 

; noor. . , 

Tlte statement follows': I 

J "We. the undersigned minis- [ 

j ters, sre concerned by the 
charge that the National Coun- 

cil of Churches of Christ in tire |U 
USA has been infillralrd bv H 
lomnjunists and the claim Ihf.B 


other nations of the world. The 
Council defies anyone to offer 
proof of probative value to the 
country. 

" ‘Since the Council was 
formed, literally thousands of 
clergymen and laity have par¬ 
ticipated actively in the work 
of its numerous departments 
and committees, including the 
members of the Revised Stan¬ 
dard Bible Committee. We 
know of no one of these thou¬ 
sands who has Commu nistic, 
leanings. Certainly none ■ W5f 
(See MINICTF-RS—Page 2) 
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March 31, 1961 
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_ 


Your letter dated March 22, 1961, has been 
received, and I appreciate your very generous comments 
about the work of the FBI. 

While I would like to be of assistance, the 
FBI is strictly an Investigative agency of the Federal 
Government and, as such, does not furnish evaluations or 
comments relative to the character or integrity of any 
organization. Individual or publication. Information in 
the files of the FBI is confidential and available for official 
use only due to regulations of the Department of Justice. 

I hope you will not infer in this connection either that our 
files do or do not contain data regarding the subjects of 
your inquiry. 

In view of your Interest, I am enclosing 
material pertaining to the general subject of communism. 


MAR 31 1961 

COMM-FBI 


si 


Sincerely yours, 
D. Edgar Boovec 



Tolson_ 

Persons _ 

Mohr_ 

Belmon t _ 
Callahan . 

Comad_ 

D« Loach _ 

Cvam_ 

Malone_ 

Rooen _ 

Tov .l 
TroiW^ 
W.C. sVjii 

Tale, kfia 
Ingfaip _ 
Gaitiy r 




7 >^cilo8ures (6)..‘. 

'■ fcomrriuMftst Party, USA ” Communist Target--Youth 

Communist Illusion & Democratic Re&lity 

Expose of Soviet Espionage . 3-60 LEB Intro & 17th Nat'l Conv. 

>£/ ** A ’ 

SAW-.plt,.-^" (See note next page.) r\f\ \ •’ - 
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NGf3: nw John Bljch Society was fcxmdtd te 12/M la Iortlanapona, Indiana, 
by Uobert H. ’Velah, Jr., of Belmont, V»innhHiiHi. It is incorporated 
meter laws of State <>f S assaebasstte; Is allegedly asttconunmlst; bis 
chapters throughout the couatry; and has not ham investigated by the Bsraao. 
-alch and the .Society in the past hart baas extremely critical of former 
/resident Hisanhower. (62-104401) 


is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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{larch 22, 1961. 
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•Rio Federal bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, 

DC. 


Gentlemenj 

Many times in the 
close friends to join the Jo! 


1 . 0 ,** 


r07" , AIN f SD 


st few weeks ray wife and X have been approacned by some of our 
Birch Society, Ihese friends are already members of the Societ; 


and on one occasion tney invited us as their guests to a meeting of a chapter of this group, 
put it simply, we were somewhat confused oy the procedure, particularly in the matter of sec¬ 
recy and in its insistence on no criticism of the Society's methods and no inquiries relative 
to its Founder, Mr. Robert Welch. 


The purpose of this letter is to seek from the one absolutely reliable, trustworth; 
rt unimpeachable, and authoritative source—tne Federal Bureau of Investigation—some pertinent 
[1 information that, without any danger of violating national security measures, would very def- 
V Uinitely satisfy our curiosity, clarify our tninking, and dispel our confusion relative to the 
UJohn birch Society and to its Founder, hr. Kobert Welch. _ _ _ " 


In the first place, we would like to know if there is any reason wnatsoever for,th 
Fbi to have even a breath of suspicion regarding the principles and objectives of the John 

y Birch Society. Is it the opinion of the bureau that this group is all that it purports to be: 
a thoroughly, one-hundred per cent, patriotic American Society dedicated to fighting atheist! 
Communism in our beloved country by exposing the extent of its infiltration and by alerting o 
people to the threat aimed at our American way of life by such infiltration? 

in the second place, we would like to know if tne Fbi have any thoughts on the com 
position of the John Birch Society relative tu its being possibly a cleverly set-up organis¬ 
ation whose real purpose is bidden beneath the guise of genuine Americanism. We have heard it 

V suggested .that the John birch Society could perhaps be a front for ultimate subversion. If 
there is any ground for trutn in such a suggestion, we, as private citisens with five young 
cnildren , would certainly feel a lot better—and, indeed, a lot safer—in the knowledge tna^£ 
tha Fbi has any sucn ground for suspicion and that it has tnis Society under surveillance, an 
If tiat knowledge could oe entrusted to us without complicating our national interests and :se 
urity measures. 



In the third place, we would like to know if the Bureau has anytning on its files 
that would cause them to be in any way suspicious of Mr. Robert Welc& and of those associated 
with him in the top eschelons of the John Birch Society. Does Mr. Welch, as'well as those of 
the Society's leaders, enjoy a "clean bill of health" with the FBI?_ . ■ r _ 


Rjr such inquiries as these, we most assuredly have no intention of pointing the fi 
ger of suspicion at Mr. Welch, or his associates in the leadership of the John Birch Society, 
or the members of the Society among whom locally are a number of our very close friends of ma. 
years. Neither is it our intention to pin any kind of label on the Society and on those who b 
long to it. In fact, if their purpose is all that it purports to be, and is acknowledged-t<Tb 
such by the FBI, we have only the highest of praise and the greatest of admiration for their 
work and, indeed, would gladly Join them to orlng about the kind of America we want to have f 
our children as our parents gave it to us. It is in this spirit of honest inquiry that we res 
pectfully submit the above questions to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for the answers’ 


X 


that we know will be 


Sincerely 





VSigns 


















Your letter of Marcb 23, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write Is 
appreciated. 


Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
la an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or Integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data In our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



[/ requested. 


Enclosed is a copy of the publication you 


Toleoo - 
Parsons 
Mohr - A ^ 

CaUabai^5__ 
Conrod - - - — 
DeLooch . 
Ewane — 

Malone_ 

Rosen_ 

- 

TroWer-- 

W.C.Ytfilvan . 

T«Ja^Hoon _ 

Ingram - 
Gandy _ 


Sincerely yours, 
iL Edgar hoowbi 
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NOTE: Buttles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert H. Welch, Jr. t of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Elsenhower (62-104401) 
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